2007 Official Soccer Rules & Regulations
Atlanta Catholic Sports
_______________________________________________________________________


TEAM STANDINGS AND PLAYOFFS
1) The standings will be based upon the following points system. In the event of a tie, head-to-head results will serve as the first tiebreaker.  In the event that more than two teams are tied or a second tiebreaker is needed, we will use the fewest goals allowed.  A third (and final) tiebreaker will be a coin toss.  There is no advantage in scoring goals beyond three goals in a match.
· 6 points for a win

· 2 points for a draw

· 1 point a goal (up to three in a match)

· 1 point for a shutout
· 1 point penalty for each non-roster substitution (up to three in a match)
2) All teams will make the playoffs; however, at the end of the regular season, teams will be divided into two groups and there will be a winner crowned from each group.  The division will be determined based on the team-by-team league standings at the end of the regular season

RULES OF PARTICIPATION

1.) At each match, each team must prepare a line-up card with the names of those players in attendance as well as the names and team names of any players added as substitutes for that game.  AFTER the game, the captain or designated team representative must show that card to the captain or designated team representative of the opposing team to review for accuracy and completeness and then provide that line-up to the referee.  Once again, this should occur AFTER the game.   Game sheets will be collected and tabulated throughout the season to determine playoff eligibility.  Failure to turn in the lien-up card will result in a player not being credited with participating in that match, which may affect playoff eligibility.

2.) Officials will maintain a scorecard for each game.  Captains are required to sign the scorecard after the game to verify the score.

3.) All teams must be comprised of 70% registered, confirmed Catholic.  This includes the playoffs.  In other words, if some of the players on your regular season roster do not qualify for the playoffs, you must meet the 70% registered, confirmed Catholic from the group of players on your team who are eligible for the playoffs.  By way of example, if you have 20 players on your roster for the regular season and 15 are confirmed Catholic (75%), but only 16 become eligible for the playoffs and only 11 of those are Catholic, then your team does not qualify for the playoffs.
4.) The highest level of soccer allowed in this league is college level.  Thus, NO PROFESSIONAL PLAYERS ALLOWED, retired or otherwise, or players that played on semi-pro teams are allowed to play.  In other words, anyone who has ever been paid to play soccer subsequent to college is not eligible to play in this league.  Atlanta Catholic Sports offers 6 other sports leagues, and we allow and encourage these individuals to participate in any, or all, of them.
5.) Use of an ineligible player will result in that team forfeiting all of its previous matches (up to, and including the discovery of the infraction).

6.) You must have 5 of your own players (minimum 1 woman) to begin a game. 
7.) Additions may be made to a team’s roster up until 3:00pm on the Thursday prior to that week’s matches.  Send updated rosters, complete with ALL member ACS I.D. number to soccer@atlantacatholicsports.org,  No players may fill out new membership forms at the field, all new members forms are due at the ACS mailbox location by 3:00 p.m. each Thursday.   Every player who plays on your team, must have an ACS I.D. prior to playing for legally, insurance, moral, and ethical reasons, no exceptions. 
8.) No roster additions will be allowed after your team no longer has enough games for a player to be eligible for the playoffs.  For our 9 game season, you can no longer add players after your team has played 5 games.  Practically speaking, if there are no rain-outs, the last day to add players to your roster will be 3PM Thursday, March 1st for the games to be played on Saturday, March 3rd.  Transfers within the league are allowed, but a player may change teams only once during the season.

9.) Non-roster additions may be used at the time of the match provided they are registered to another team within the league.  The penalty for adding a non-roster player to a winning team will be one point per player used from the team’s overall standings.  If a player is added to a team who ties or loses its match, one point per player will be deducted from the standings, up to the amount of points earned by the team in that match.  The overall result being that a team cannot leave a match with fewer points in the standings than when the match began.

10.) No more than three non-roster additions may play for a team in a single match.  Also, at no time during the game should a rostered player be on the bench while a non-rostered player is on the field.

11.) Schedule time is game time, a forfeit may be issued at the referee’s discretion if a team does not meet the minimum number of players required at that time.   A forfeit results in a 3-0 result for the winning team.

12.) Players present for a forfeit win or loss by their team will receive credit for their participation.

13.) Shoes with metal spikes are not allowed.

14.) All players must wear protective shin guards.  Any player found to be without them must leave the field immediately.


RAIN - OUTS
1) By utilizing Club Sport, there will be fewer rain-outs than in previous year due to the quality of the field.  Additionally, once the first games of the day have begun, it is unlikely that any other games will be cancelled due to rain, unless lightning or some other serious unforeseen circumstance occurs.  Therefore, you should always assume you are playing.  
a. The official record of notice is the Rain-out Hotline  (678) 318-3434.  If the hotline states that games have been cancelled, then they are cancelled. If not, assume your game is still scheduled.  
b. Additionally, your team captains will be text messaged if games are cancelled so they will have the same accurate information as the hotline.  
c. Once again, if assume your game will be played unless you hear otherwise via the hotline or the text message that your captain receives.

MATCH RULES

1) The game rules of Club Sport provided in the attached document will be those followed.  However, even though we will follow the Club Sport game rules, participants in the Atlanta Catholic Sports Soccer League will follow the “Waiver of Liability” and “Sportsmanship Contract” that they signed in order to obtain an ACS ID # and participate in this league.  The specifics of the “Waiver of Liability” and “Sportsmanship Contract” can be found in your signed ACS Membership Form, or a blank formed can be found on the ACS website at www.atlantacatholicsports.org  Club Sport officials will use the policy outlined in Rule 12 of the adjacent document to handle excessive situations that call for Red Cards or game forfeitures.  Should these situations occur, these individuals and their actions will also be referred by Club Sport to the ACS Soccer Commissioners and the ACS Board of Directors, where additional actions may occur, to include expulsion from additional games, the season, the league, and potentially other ACS sports for determined periods of time.
2) Major differences between the rules in previous ACS soccer seasons and those that will be played under with Club Sport for 2007 were reviewed at the Captain’s Meeting on Wednesday, January 17th, 2007 and provided in meeting notes in an e-mail sent to the captains by Michael Preissler on Monday, February 5th.  It is each team’s responsibility to know, understand, and follow the rules prior to and during play from the first week of the season.  The major (but not all) rule differences are highlighted below.  The complete Club Sport rules that will be followed are provided in the second document provided.
A)  Major Rules - Consistent with previous ACS rules

a. No slide tackling

b. No off-sides

c. Female goals worth 2 points

B) Major Rules - Different from previous ACS rules

a. Games are 8 v 8 (Maximum 5 men)

b. Smaller field of play, thus the smaller number of players
c. All throw-ins are actually kick-ins

d. No slide tackling by goalies

e. Goalies and goal kicks can be made across mid-field

f. All free kicks are indirect kicks except penalty kicks.    All fouls in the penalty box will be a penalty kick, but a penalty kick can be issued for fouls outside the penalty box. 
g. No kickbacks to the goalie and then goalie kick with hands, including kick-ins
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