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Allendale Travel Baseball Program
COACH’S

CODE OF CONDUCT

The ATB program has established a formal coach’s code of conduct to ensure that our Head Coaches and Assistant Coaches understand what the goals and expectations are in running a team in our program.
Objectives of the Allendale Travel Baseball Program 

Our mission is to work with selected players from the Allendale Recreation Baseball Association who are committed to the sport and make the commitment to take the time necessary to learn the fundamentals and strategies of baseball.  Young players must play and practice often and challenge themselves in competitive games.  To achieve these goals, the Allendale Travel Baseball program will enlist the aid of the best coaching staff available. 
By offering this type of competitive environment along with an objective of winning championships, the players will be instilled with the following values:

· Commitment…to their team and sport by following a strict routine of practice and games.

· Sportsmanship…respect for themselves, teammates, coaches, umpires and opposing teams whether they win or lose.
· Pride...working hard to earn success.   

· Discipline...listening, learning, practicing and applying those skills taught in practice to game situations.
· Leadership...through their actions on and off the field.

In addition to the character building goals noted, the on-field objectives are to develop championship caliber teams and prepare Allendale kids to play at Northern Highlands.
ALL COACHES MUST MAKE THE FOLLOWING COMMITMENTS:

Expectations of Behavior

1. I will treat the officials, players, coaches, and parents/legal guardians and related spectators of this program, as well as players, coaches and parents/legal guardians and related spectators of our opposition with respect and dignity at all times.

2. I will uphold the authority of umpires.  I will assist them when possible and use good judgment if I disagree with them.
3. I will approach teaching the game of baseball by stressing the fundamentals, discipline and sportsmanship of the game.
4. I will follow all town rules concerning the maintenance of fields. 

5. I will promote an atmosphere in practice and in games where the athlete will enjoy his experience and wants to continue in the sport of baseball.

6. I will not verbally or physically abuse a player, parent/legal guardian, spectator or coach at any time.

7. I intend to have my child (if the child is a member of the baseball team) attend Northern Highlands High School and participate in the baseball program at Northern Highlands.

8. I will not engage in activities during baseball events which would promote poor values to our youth which include but are not limited to:

· Using obscene or foul language in a boisterous manner to anyone

· Openly and excessively disputing or arguing about a decision made by an umpire

· Using excessive physical force on or off the playing field

· Trash talking or baiting other players

· Defacing or damaging buildings, fields, equipment at any game or practice

Penalties for Infractions

1. I understand that if a player or a coach is ejected from a game, I must report the ejection to the Commissioner and the Coaches Selection Committee before the next game so that the incident and circumstances surrounding the incident can be reviewed and consideration can be given to whether the individual will serve an additional one game suspension of the following game.  I also understand that if an individual receives a second ejection they will be automatically suspended for an additional two games.  If an individual receives a third ejection, they will be asked to leave the program.

2. I understand that if one of the coaches (Head Coach or Assistants) observes an unsportsmanlike act by a player or a fellow coach, the individual will be required to sit the bench for the rest of the game.  I understand that if the same individual is observed conducting a second unsportsmanlike act, whether from the bench or in a subsequent game, they will be suspended for the next game.  I understand that if an individual is observed conducting a third unsportsmanlike act, they will be asked to leave the program.

3. I understand that if a parent/legal guardian/related spectator display inappropriate behavior towards a coach, a player or an opposing team’s parent/legal guardian/spectator at a game or a practice, the individual should be removed from the field and one of the Coaches will contact the Police, if necessary.  I understand that if a parent/legal guardian/related spectator display inappropriate behavior a second time they will be restricted from attending future games and their child will receive a two game suspension.

4. I understand if a parent/legal guardian observes what they believe to be an unsportsmanlike act or inappropriate behavior by me, a player, or a parent/spectator, they have the right to report the act to the Commissioner so that the appropriate disciplinary action, including termination from the program, can be considered.

Expectations of the Program
1. I understand and accept that the ATB program requires that tryouts are conducted in a fair and equitable manner in order to select players for each team.

2. I understand and accept that the ATB tryouts will assess a variety of baseball skills of each player; hitting, throwing, catching, speed.

3. I understand and accept that individuals selected to evaluate the players at the tryout, with the exception of the Head Coach, will have no relationship, and to the extent possible, have limited knowledge of any player trying out.

4. I understand and accept that any assistance on the playing field during the tryout will not be performed by a parent, and to the extent possible, anyone closely related to a player trying out, with the exception of the Head Coach.
5. I understand and accept that the ATB program requires that a child must actively play and participate in the Allendale Recreation Committee’s baseball program in order to be eligible to tryout and play on an ATB team.  Excessive missing of ARC games will lead to a suspension from travel baseball. Exceptions must be approved by the ARC and ATB baseball commissioners. This requirement is waived for those players on the Brookside baseball team.
6. I understand and accept the ATB program’s philosophy is to:
· field a single team at each age level,
· win games and championships within the rules and spirit of the game, 

· have players earn playing time and positions.
7. I understand and accept the ATB program requires that all ATB teams practice on a regular and routine basis in order to continuously improve players’ and the team’s baseball skills.  Winter camps and spring baseball are encouraged and should be considered.  
8. I understand and accept the ATB program will protect the safety of every player including the arms of pitchers.  Head coaches will abide by and follow relevant league and tournament rules concerning limitations on pitching.
9. I understand and accept that the ATB program requires I must report the number of innings pitched by each player must be reported to the ARC baseball commissioner immediately after every travel game.

10. I understand that it is my responsibility to study the rules of the game, league rules and tournament rules and develop strategies to improve the chances of success. I will also educate my assistant coaches (if necessary) and players in these same rules.
11. I understand and accept that I must be certified by the Rutgers SAFETY program before I can coach any ATB player.

12. I understand that the Head Coach is responsible for all decisions relating to playing time and positions and such decisions will be guided by the objectives of the ATB program which are stated above.

13. I understand and accept that the ATB program’s coaching philosophy is to:

· teach the strategy of baseball,

· foster an understanding of team commitment,

· develop self discipline and sportsmanship,

· develop a rigorous routine in order to continually push players to improve individual baseball skills,

· teach the basic principles of healthy competition that will serve them in life as well as sports, and

· instill a passion for our nation’s greatest pastime.

Allendale Travel Baseball Program
COACH’S

CODE OF CONDUCT
ACCEPTANCE DOCUMENT
I understand and accept that I represent the ATB program and that I will adhere to the expectations of that program.   I understand and accept that if I do not adhere to the expectations of the program I can be removed from my coaching position.

_________________________________________________________

Coach’s Name (Please Print)

__________________________________________________________

Coach’s Signature
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