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Allendale Travel Baseball Program
CODE OF CONDUCT
Player/Parent Agreement
The Allendale Travel Baseball Program (ATB) presents the following code of conduct.  ATB is establishing a formal code of conduct to ensure that our Coaches, Players, Parents/Legal Guardians, related family members and other related spectators understand what the goals, expectations and consequences are in our pursuit of playing, cheering for and enjoying the game of baseball.

Objectives of the Allendale Travel Baseball Program 
Our mission is to work with selected players from the Allendale Recreation Baseball Association who are committed to the sport and make the commitment to take the time necessary to learn the fundamentals and strategies of baseball.  Young players must play and practice often and challenge themselves in competitive games.  To achieve these goals, the Allendale Travel Baseball program will enlist the aid of the best coaching staff available. 
By offering this type of competitive environment along with an objective of winning championships, the players will be instilled with the following values:

· Commitment…to their team and sport by following a strict routine of practice and games.

· Sportsmanship…respect for themselves, teammates, coaches, umpires and opposing teams whether they win or lose.
· Pride...working hard to earn success.   

· Discipline...listening, learning, practicing and applying those skills taught in practice to game situations.
· Leadership...through their actions on and off the field.

In addition to the character building goals noted, the on-field objectives are to develop championship caliber teams and prepare Allendale kids to play at Northern Highlands.

Expectations of Behavior

1. I will treat the officials; each player, coach, and parent/legal guardian/related spectator participating in the ATB program, as well as each player, coach and parent/legal guardian/related spectator of our opposition; with respect and dignity.

2. I will uphold the authority of umpires and coaches working with my child. I will assist them when possible and use good judgment if I disagree with them.

3. I will become familiar with the objectives of the ATB program.

4. I will not engage in activities during baseball events which would promote poor values to our youth which include but are not limited to:
· Using obscene or foul language in a boisterous manner to anyone

· Openly disputing or arguing about a decision made by an umpire

· Using excessive physical force on or off the playing field

· Trash talking or baiting other players

· Defacing or damaging buildings, fields, equipment at any game or practice

5. I will help my child develop good sportsmanship and a desire to strive for success. 
6. I understand and accept that the ATB program requires that a child must actively play and participate in the Allendale Recreation Committee’s baseball program in order to be eligible to tryout and play on an ATB team.  Playing less than 75 percent of ARC baseball will result in at least a one game suspension from a travel baseball game.  Exceptions must be approved by the ARC and ATB baseball commissioners.  This requirement is waived for those players on the Brookside baseball team.

7. I understand that ATB is geared towards players who love the sport of baseball and are serious about their development as baseball players.  

8. I understand that my commitment to ATB is for one baseball season only and at the end of each year, everyone has to try out again.

9. I understand that attendance at games is mandatory and that ATB takes precedence over any other sport my child may be participating.  Games will be rescheduled on short notice and I will be expected to make every effort to attend.  Teams may play in tournaments over Memorial Day holidays and may have games scheduled over the July 4th weekend.

10. I understand that practices are mandatory and should only be missed on account of illness, religious obligations or special circumstances.  

11. I understand that players must arrive at all games and practices on time.

12. I understand that there will be no parent coaching from the stands.  No matter how good my intentions, I understand that there will be no shouting instructions to my child or any other player on the team.  

13. I understand that it is important that players not be distracted at practices and during games and that players are given only one set of instructions by one voice before, during and after practices and games.

14. I understand that no one other than those listed on the official roster may sit in or near the team dugout before and during games.

15. I understand that there is no guaranteed amount of playing time and that there may be factors that can affect the amount of playing time of a particular player.  I understand that ATB believes that playing time is earned and not given.

16. I understand that starting positions and playing time are both earned by coming to practice regularly and by working hard, competing and concentrating during practices and games.

Penalties for Infractions

1. If a player or a coach is ejected from a game, the Head Coach will be responsible for reporting the ejection to the Commissioner and the Coaches Selection Committee before the next game so that the incident and circumstances surrounding the incident can be reviewed and consideration given to whether the individual will serve an additional one game suspension of the following game.  If an individual receives a second ejection they will be automatically suspended for an additional two games.  If an individual receives a third ejection, they will be asked to leave the program.

2. If one of the coaches (Head Coach or Assistants) observes an unsportsmanlike act by a player or a fellow coach, the individual will be required to sit the bench for the rest of the game.  If the same individual is observed conducting a second unsportsmanlike act, whether from the bench or in a subsequent game, they will be suspended for the next game.  If an individual is observed conducting a third unsportsmanlike act, they will be asked to leave the program.

3. If a parent/legal guardian/related spectator display inappropriate behavior towards a coach, a player or an opposing team’s parent/legal guardian/spectator at a game or a practice, the individual will be removed from the field and the Police will be notified, if necessary.  If a parent/legal guardian/related spectator display inappropriate behavior a second time they will be restricted from attending future games and their child will receive a two game suspension.

4. If a parent/legal guardian observes what they believe to be an unsportsmanlike act or inappropriate behavior by a coach (Head or Assistant), player, or parent/spectator, they should report the act to the Commissioner so that the incident can be reviewed and the appropriate disciplinary action can be considered.

Other matters

If a member of the program has an issue with the way a coach is treating a child or a team as a whole, they are encouraged to formally approach the ATB commissioner to voice his / her concern.  The concern should be communicated in a letter or in an e-mail to the commissioner.  The commissioner will review the incident and report his / her findings to the Coaches’ Selection Committee and take the appropriate action.  The parent will be formally notified of the commissioner’s and the committee’s actions.  

The Head Coach is responsible for all decisions relating to playing time and positions and such decisions will be guided by the objectives of the ATB program which are stated above.  

The ATB program’s philosophy is to:

· field a single team at each age level,

· win games and championships within the rules and spirit of the game, 

· have players earn playing time and positions.

In the event that an ATB team is unable to field a team with the required number of committed players, a special exception can be granted by the ATB board to open up the tryouts to players from other Northern Highlands sending towns.  In addition, players and parents who have made the commitment but subsequently miss games and practices may be asked to leave the program. 

While this is not intended to be an inclusive document we hope it sets the groundwork for how we expect every member of our program to represent themselves.

In order for any child to participate in the Allendale Travel Baseball program, we require both the parent and the player acknowledge an understanding of the ATB’s code of conduct set forth above by indicating agreement online during registration for tryouts.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ATB Board of Directors

President and Commissioner – 

Bob Mischler – 201-785-9560, allendalebaseball@verizon.net 

Vice President and Secretary - 

Rich Wilczynski - allendalebaseball@verizon.net
Treasurer –

Brian Schwartz - allendalebaseball@verizon.net
Coaches Selection Committee - 

Rob Messina  – allendalestorm@optonline.net
Mike Granger – alm3471@yahoo.com  

Field Reservation and Maintenance Committee -
Rich Mohr - allendalebaseball@verizon.net
Other Board Members –

Chris Sharkey - allendalebaseball@verizon.net
Chris Cellary - allendalebaseball@verizon.net
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