AWYFA (Ambler-Whitpain Youth Football Association)

www.awtrojans.com

FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions)
1. What is AWYFA?

AWYFA is a youth football and cheerleading organization that was started in 1998.  AWYFA operates under the Keystone State Football League, whose roots are long standing in the Greater Philadelphia Area.  It is for boys and girls ages 4 through 14.  Cheerleading is for children age 6 through 14.  Our Flag division operates under the Montgomery County Flag Federation.  Flag Football is for year old children.  Our Mite Football, unique to our league, is an introduction to football, for boys and girls age 4 – 5.  Mite Football runs from 4 – 6 weeks with 1 practice per week and 1 game per week.  The players have games amongst themselves at Stony Creek Sports Park on Saturday mornings.

If you would like to contact an AWYFA executive committee member, coach, or key volunteer, click on the CONTACTS tab on the Home page of our website.

2. When are AWYFA organization meetings?

AWYFA meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the Ambler Borough Hall building on Butler Pike, in the center of Ambler.  Meetings start at 7:00 PM throughout the year.  During football season, meetings start following that Wednesday’s practice and are held at the practice field.  Parents and all interested parties are invited and encouraged to attend.

3. What are Weight teams that make up AWYFA and the Keystone State Football League?

The Flag division is part of the Montgomery County Flag Federation.  Flag does not have weight classes.  

The weight/tackle teams are part of the Keystone Stage League.  Weight classes are 55, 65, 75, 90, and 105 pound teams. In addition to the weight of the player, age is a consideration.  See the website under the HANDOUT tab, for Keystone League regulations.  Regulations are subject to change.  

Cheerleading squads are made up based on age, grade, and number of participants.  Generally, 6-7 year olds are on the 55lb squad; 7-8 year olds are on the 65lb squad; 9-11 year olds are on the 75lb squad; and ages 12 and up, on the 90lb squad. 

4. What is the registration fee?

$130 for tackle football, $100 for flag football, and $100 for cheerleading.  A late fee of $25 will be applied after June 1st, 2008.  Fundraising is mandatory.  Raffle tickets are to be purchased for resale at the time of registration. 

RAFFLE TICKET - MULTIPLE FAMILY DISCOUNT: 1ST Child - $50 = 1 full pack of raffle tickets; 2nd child ½ a pack of raffle tickets for an additional $25.  3 or more children – no additional raffle packets are required.  Feel free to purchase/sell above the mandatory amount of raffle tickets.  

5. How can I volunteer?

Volunteers are the pulse of the AWYFA organization.  Volunteers are needed on game days to work the concession stand, provide teams with snacks, work the “chain gang,” set up and break down the field for home games, help coaches communicate with parents, car pool for away games, and don’t forget our end of the year banquet.  Remember, our coaches are volunteers, as well as our board.  If you see a need in the organization, do no hesitate to get involved to support the children!   

6. What does the registration fee for football include?

· 1 Helmet, including interior pads (must be returned at end of season)

· 1 Mouthpiece

· Shoulder pads (must be returned at end of season)

· 1 pair of pants, including 2 hip pads, 1 tailbone pad, 2 thigh pads, and 2 kneepads (must be returned at end of season)

· 1 Game jersey, to be used for regular season games only

· 1 preseason game jersey (must be returned at the end of the preseason)

7. What do parents need to supply for football players?

· Athletic supporter and cup

· Football spikes

· Additional mouth pieces as needed

· Practice jersey (i.e. previous years’ jersey if returning player, large tee shirt or mess shirt)

· A player interested in learning and enjoying football!

· A volunteer attitude!

8. What does the registration fee for flag football include?

· 1 pair of pants, including 2 hip pads, 1 tailbone pad, 2 thigh pads, and 2 kneepads (must be returned at end of season)

· 1 game shirt, to be used for season games only

9. What does the registration fee for cheerleading include?

· 1 Skirt (must be returned at end of the season)

· 1 Shell/Vest  (must be returned at end of the season)

· 1 Cheer T-shirt for warm weather games

· 1 set of PomPoms 

· 1 Hair ribbon

10. What do parents need to supply for cheerleaders?

· White sneakers

· Low plain white socks

· Navy blue bloomers/briefs (for under skirt)

· Navy blue bodysuit or navy blue turtleneck for cold weather games

· Nude tights/stockings or navy blue sweats/tights for cold weather games 

11. When does cheerleading practice begin?

Practices will begin mid August, with a mini-camp running some time in August from 9:00AM until 11:30AM.  Weeknight practices will be 2-4 times per week, depending on the individual coach.  Once school begins, there will be 1-2 less practices per week.  Indoor practice will continue for Competition squads from November to February.  Participation on the Competition squad is not mandatory to cheer during the football season.  Competition squad is offered to cheerleaders in grades 3 and up.  A commitment to cheer on the Competition squad needs to be made by early September.

12. When does football practice begin?  How often is practice?

Practice begins on or about August 1st of each year.  Individual coaches schedule the actual start date.

Practices are held at the discretion of the individual coach.  Generally practices are held 3-4 times a week during the month of August, and 1-2 less practices per week, after school starts. 

13. When are the games?

Preseason games are in August, as arranged by the Keystone League and/or by the AWYFA administration.  The regular season games are held Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays.  The regular season begins in September and ends early November.  Playoffs are conducted immediately after the regular season and the Championship game could be held as late as Thanksgiving weekend.

14. Where are practices and games held?

AWYFA practices are held at the Stoney Creek sports field on North Wales Road (between Skippack Pike and Morris Road).  Other practice fields within the Wissahickon School District may be utilized.  Individual coaches will advise players of practice location(s). Home games are played at either the Wissahickon High School Stadium field, Wissahickon Middle School field, or the Stoney Creek sports field.  Away games are played at the respective opponents’ home field.

15. How do I get information about the AWYFA organization?

The best way to obtain information is through our web site, at www.awtrojans.com; or email the webmaster; or one of the people listed on the CONTACTS tab of the web site.  
16. Why do you fundraise?

Fundraising helps defray the cost of registration fees.  By fundraising we are able to keep our equipment safe for the children.  We are able to pay for insurance.  Fundraising gives us seed money to purchase items for the concession stand.  Allows us to enhance and maintain the Stoney Creek field.
17. What experience do your coaches/cheerleading director offer?

Look for the COACHES BIO’S tab for information about the AWYFA coaches. This section is currently under construction.
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