
The College Search Process
Start Here

Keep your options as wide-open as possible. 
Keep an open-mind.  Avoid pre-conceived 
notions about a potential college suitor.   

Self Reflection and Exploration:  As you get 
to know yourself through reflection and 
performance, and you get to know college 
features, start narrowing your choices

Focusing: Once you have seen the broad 
spectrum of options, you can begin to narrow your 
focus to about 10 schools.  This is best done 
before the summer between junior and senior year.  
It is OK if your list is diverse.  It should include one 
stretch school. Be sure you have communicated 
your interest to all 10 prior to the summer season.

Negotiating and Prioritizing: Finally, during the 
first 3-5 months of your senior year, you should 
narrow your focus to about 3 schools. After July 
1, you may have phone contact with the 
coaches from these schools once a week. Be 
sure to visit, preferably during fall baseball. 

Decision: If you have done your homework, you 
should have a choice among your top 3.  If you 
do, it is often a tough decision, but it will also 
be made easier if you have put in the time.  
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*Footnote: Most of our players who have followed this outline have made decisions before April 1.  This 
helped them to get their financial aid packages together.  But, don’t panic if this doesn’t happen for you.  Many 
of our players have gone through their senior year school season before making a decision.  Others have 
made their decisions over the summer.  The summer of your senior year is not too late.  


