[image: image1.emf]            U9 Brick Titans cap undefeated baseball season     By John Bush • Staff Writer • September 4, 2008       It was a perfect season for the Brick Titans Green 9 - year - old baseball team.     Brick finished with a 13 - 0 record, including a 9 - 3 victory over the Midd letown Vipers to win the United States Amateur Baseball League  9 - year - old division championship.     "That's pretty amazing for 9 - year - old kids," Brick coach Anthony Verdes said. "This is their third season together. Last year they went 8 - 2, then won the USAB L playoffs in the 8 - year - old division."     This season, Brick finished 9 - 0 during the regular season to finish atop the league's National West division. Of the league's four division  winners, Brick was the only team to finish with an undefeated record.     Afte r winning its first playoff game, 11 - 0, Brick eked out a 4 - 3 victory in extra innings over the Fair Haven Diamonds in the     next round. Brick then defeated the Jackson Bulldogs, 6 - 3, in the semifinals to advance to the title game.     "Fair Haven was the tough est team we played all season," Brick manager John Prato said. "They played great defense and gave us a  battle."     In the final, Brick jumped out to a 3 - 0 lead in the first inning. Middletown pulled to within 3 - 2, but Brick scored four runs in the fifth inn ing  and added two more runs in the fifth to pull away for the win.     As they did for much of the season, the Titans relied on the 1 - 2 pitching combination of D.J. Wilson and Michael Soldo. D.J. pitched the  first three innings against Middletown and Michael  came on in relief to keep the lead intact.     "D.J. Wilson started every game," Prato said. "He always went the first, second and third innings and kept us in every game. Michael  was our pitcher extraordinaire. He pitched the fourth, fifth and sixth innings,  and he was virtually unhittable. In 13 games he gave up  maybe one or two runs. He's a power lefty. His ball has got a ton of natural movement and trails away from hitters, just like a high  school kid."     On offense, Brick took small ball to the extreme. Th e Titans relied on putting the ball in play and stealing bases every chance they got  as the team frequently rallied late in games.     "We were very scrappy," Prato said. "We stole home a ton of times. If we had two strikes on the batter and there were two ou ts, we  were going to try and steal home. You do it on the throw back to the pitcher and try to time it, because you can't leave until the ball  passes the batter.     "Our best baserunner was Eric Bohrer. He's not very fast but he's an extremely good baserunne r. He's very smart, like another coach  on the field."     Prato added that the Titans were one of the smaller teams in the league. As a result, Brick needed to find ways to score other than  hitting home runs.     "The biggest kid we had was maybe 75 pounds," Pra to said. "With two strikes, we would shorten up on the bat and put the ball in play.  We forced the opposition to make plays. No one likes playing us. We play hard and don't sit back and wait for a three - run homer. We  created our opportunities and frustrate d opponents."     Led by shortstop Brandon Ryan, Brick also played sound defense.     "The ball gets hit, we field it," Prato said. "We didn't give up big innings. Our games never took more than an hour and 20 minutes. We  were an umpire's dream."     Although most  of the team's players will be involved in Pop Warner football, the Titans will continue to play baseball in the USABL's fall  season.     ROSTER: Ray Bessoir - Couto, Eric Bohrer, Andrew Lindenbaum, John Prato, Brandon Ryan, A.J. Serrino, Michael Soldo, Michael  Verdes, Cory Wilson, D.J. Wilson. Manager: John Prato. Coaches: Anthony Verdes, Dave Wilson.  


