
BRANCHBURG TRAVEL SOCCER CLUB

TEAM FORMATION GUIDELINES rev. 3/14/06 

Objective:

These guidelines are provided to aid the Board of Directors and Coaches of the Branchburg Travel Soccer Club in the formation of Branchburg travel soccer teams.  They are designed to be flexible to accommodate unforeseen circumstances. Qualification for a team is primarily determined by tryouts.  Parity within a team is a principal consideration in team formation, so that player development and coaching techniques are not compromised. The ultimate goal is to provide the best possible experience for the greatest number of children.
1. DEFINITIONS:

Competitive

The goal of the BTSC is to provide for the development of soccer skills through a “competitive” soccer program, and therefore needs to form competitive teams.  Relative to Mid New Jersey flight guidelines, we define competitive to be a Team that has the minimum potential for a .500 season in an appropriate flight of the respective Division.

Resident/Non-Residents

Children of appropriate ages according to MNJYSA regulations who live within Branchburg Township or the Town of Somerville shall be considered to be Residents. Children living outside of these areas shall be Non-Residents.

Qualified Candidate

For consideration for placement on a BTSC Team, a candidate should exhibit skill levels close to those of their prospective team members. Parity within the team is a prime consideration, so that player development and coaching techniques are not compromised. Qualification shall be primarily determined from tryouts.

Members

Membership categories are established by the Constitution. Player members are all children playing with a BTSC affiliated team. Non-Residents that play on a BTSC team shall be afforded the same privileges as a Resident so long as they continue to play on a BTSC team.  All players on a BTSC Team roster in the immediately preceding year shall be exempt from any Resident/ Non-Resident restrictions.

Playing-Up

Refers to a player who wishes to try out and play for a team whose age classification is greater than the age classification of the player according to USYSA guidelines.

2. PLAYER ELIGIBILITY:

DIVISION 6 (U6-U8)

There are no tryouts for Division 6 teams.  The BTSC will form as many teams as possible with Resident players. Division 6 registration will be accepted on first come – first serve basis when delivered to the appropriate designated club contact.

Exception 1 – If the number of Residents applying is such that some qualified candidates will not be able to play, Non-Residents may be accepted so as to fill out the appropriate rosters.

In Division 6, any Non-Resident player who is selected in accordance with the above exception will be considered a Resident while continuing to participate in BTSC and will be treated as a BTSC member.

DIVISION 5 (U9 & U10)

There shall be “open” tryouts with only Resident players being eligible to play.  Division 6 players are not eligible to play-up unless they are grade appropriate. Division 5 Resident players may request to play-up One (1) year provided that they follow the procedures delineated herein under Section 3 “Request to Play-up.”

Exception 1 – If the number of Residents applying is such that some qualified candidates will not be able to play, Non-Residents may be accepted so as to fill out the appropriate rosters.

Any Non-Resident player who is selected in accordance with the above exception, will be considered a Resident while continuing to participate in BTSC and will be treated as a BTSC member.

DIVISION 4 (U11 & U12)

There shall be “open” tryouts with a maximum of Three (3) players on any roster to be Non-Residents. Division 4 Resident players may request to play-up One (1) year provided that they follow the procedures delineated herein under Section 3 “Request to Play-up.”

Exception 1 – If the number of Residents applying is such that some qualified candidates will not be able to play, Non-Residents, in excess of 3, may be accepted so as to fill out the appropriate rosters.

Any Non-Resident player who is selected in accordance with the above exception, will be considered a Resident while continuing to participate in BTSC and will be treated as a BTSC member.

DIVISION 3 (U13 & U14)

There shall be “open” tryouts with a maximum of Five (5) players on any roster to be Non-Residents. Division 3 Resident players may request to play-up One (1) year provided that they follow the procedures delineated herein under Section 3 “Request to Play-up.”

Exception 1 – If the number of Residents applying is such that some qualified candidates will not be able to play, Non-Residents, in excess of 5, may be accepted so as to fill out the appropriate rosters.

Any Non-Resident player who is selected in accordance with the above exception, will be considered a Resident while continuing to participate in BTSC and will be treated as a BTSC member.

DIVISION 2 (U15 & U16) & 1 (U17-U19)

Tryouts shall be open, with no restrictions.

3. REQUEST TO PLAY-UP:

All players in Divisions 3, 4 and 5 may request to play up One (1) year.  A player requesting to play up will be required to submit a waiver.  This waiver will inform the parent(s) of the associated risks in playing up and request parent approval for the child to participate in the tryout.  The sole purpose of this form is to obtain parent approval for the child to participate in the tryout.


4. PROCEDURES:
1. The Director of Player Development, with the assistance of Board, coaches and volunteers, shall organize and schedule tryouts to be held primarily in the spring.  A goalie tryout will also be scheduled. The Player Development Committee shall determine the tryout format.

2. Notification for all tryouts must be published in the local newspapers, cable TV, the club Web site, etc. and distributed within the appropriate local public and private, schools for the applicable age group.  The notice shall provide information regarding the tryout and team selection procedures.

3. Candidates shall be ranked according to the tryout results and the information listed in section 4.3.8.  The Board shall then work with the appointed Coach(es) to establish Team Rosters, using the following principles:

3.1. USYSA guidelines state that the maximum number of players for Division 1 through 4 shall be Eighteen (18), and the maximum number of players for Divisions 5 and 6 shall be Fourteen (14). BTSC strongly recommends that the minimum number of players for Division 1 through 4 be Fifteen (15) and the minimum number of players for Division 5 and 6 be Twelve (12).

3.1.1. U-19 teams may roster 21 players at any one time.  However, such teams are not permitted to play in State Cup, Tournaments, and only 18 of the rostered players may participate on any given game day.

3.2.  If a player is playing up, he/she must be evaluated in the top Eight (8) for Division 5 and in the top Eleven (11) for Divisions 1 through 4 of the formed team.

3.3. If a player who is playing up makes a team by conforming to Section 3.2 or otherwise, he/she is grand fathered in the next succeeding year and therefore does not have to be evaluated in the top Eight (8) for Division 5 or the top Eleven (11) for Divisions 1 through 4.  However, that player must still participate in the tryout process and make the team.

3.4. Division 4 teams may accept 3 Non-Resident players and Division 3 teams may accept 5 Non-Resident players. There are no restrictions for Divisions 1 and 2.

3.5. Maintain parity amongst team members.

3.6. If a Resident player’s talent is comparable with those of a Non-Resident, the Resident player shall be selected.

3.7. A coach, with Board concurrence, may select a player who has attended the separate goalie tryout, even if that player has been ranked lower than the highest-ranking player that was not selected for the team.

3.8. Coaches will not be allowed on the field during tryouts.  In order to allow coach’s and trainer’s input into team formation the following modification to traditional team formation guidelines will be tested during team formation for the 2005-2006 season.  This will only be in place for existing teams, going to be U-10 or above, which currently exists in the club.  Any teams who are going to be U-9 or are new BTSC teams will be formed based on tryout rankings only (and coaches selections via Section 4.5).  Three sources will be used to complete this process. The USA evaluators, the current team coaching staff and the team trainer.  

3.8.1. Before tryouts each BTSC head coach (with the assistance of his assistant coaches) and the trainer from each team will independently rank each player on the team (0 lowest  – 18 highest) and submit their separate ratings directly to the BTSC Board of Directors.

3.8.2. A representative of the Board will enter the information on each player on a ranking sheet.  One value will be entered from the coaching staff and one from the team trainer.

3.8.3. Evaluations from the team coach and the team trainer will be handled as follows: Players in the bottom 25% per each “A” team (described in Section 4.3.8) children will be assigned a rating of 0.  The next 25% a rating of 1, the next 25% a rating of 2 and the highest 25% will be assigned a rating of 3.

3.8.4. USA evaluators at tryouts will rank tryout candidates.  A numeric value will be given to each tryout candidate starting with 0 for the lowest candidate and going up sequentially.

3.8.5. For each tryout candidate the coach/trainer rating value will be added to the USA evaluator’s tryout ranking and this number will constitute the candidate’s final tryout ranking.  Ties regarding making or not making the team will be decided on by the Board and the head coach of the team.

3.8.6. This system will typically only be used for A Teams. 

3.8.7. Formation of a second team in an age group will be based on tryout rankings only (and coaches selections via Section 4.5).  However if there are enough children that attend the tryouts this system can be employed for B team formation, at the request of the B Team coach, and with the concurrence of the Board. 

4. If there is more than one team in a designated age group, if practicable, the coaches of each team should meet with the Board concurrently to form such teams.

5. The Coach shall have the prerogative to select Two (2) Resident, age appropriate players to be included on the roster with the Board’s concurrence.  A coach’s selection cannot be a player playing up or an out of town player, unless the player has been grand fathered.

6. Any candidate that cannot attend a portion of, or the entire tryout, as the result of significant extenuating circumstance (i.e. medical, religious, or required scholastic) may be placed on a team at the discretion of the Board.  (see Section 4.8)

7. Players shall be notified regarding their placement on a team (or non-placement) as soon as possible after tryouts and after the final spring season game. However, no notifications shall be made until all conflicts are resolved.  All notification within an age group shall be attempted on the same day or weekend.  All candidates must be notified of their status.
8. The Board shall review and approve all roster changes, including additions, deletions and 

Spring season changes.  The Board may request additional evaluations.

9. The Board will have the ability to grant permission for the establishment of “Elite” teams. An “Elite” team is defined as any team that has more then the allotted outside players in Division 3 and 4 or less than half the team is Resident players in Division 1 or 2 (unless players were needed for team formation).  All notification criteria outlined above must be adhered to.  Tryouts must be conducted by consultants (which will be paid by the BTSC) identified by the BTSC. (Registration fees for “Elite” teams will be 150% of the regular full-sided registration fee established by the club for that season). 
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