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Thursday, Feb. 19 -- WSC opener: L.A. Valley at SBCC, 2:30 p.m.    SBCC 4, L.A. Valley 1    Records: 1-3, 1-0

     Vaqueros rally for first win, 4-1
  Bagwell drives in two in home debut
 SBCC overcame some rust to rally for a 4-1 softball victory over L.A. Valley in its home and Western State Conference debut on Thursday at Pershing Park. It was the first win of the season for the Vaqueros (1-3, 1-0), who were playing their first game in 19 days due to rainouts.
 Lauren Gniadek tossed two-hit ball and gave up one unearned runs in four innings. SBCC scored three runs in the fourth on a one-out double by Kellee Venturi, a walk to Sonja Crawford and a pair of two-out hits. Gniadek tied it at 1-1 with a single down the left-field line and Brianne Bagwell followed with a high fly to short center that dropped in for a two-run hit.
 "It was very exciting," said Gniadek when asked how it felt to finally play at home and earn her first win. "I was a little nervous because the field wasn't in the best of shape (on Wednesday). I was able to hit my spots and that always works. It also helps to have a good defense behind me.
 "I wasn't happy when they got a run on me, so I was determined to get a hit and even things up."
 The Vaqueros added their final run in the sixth when Becky Abbott walked, went to second on Sonja Crawford's sacrfice bunt, took third on an infield error and scored when Bianca Alvarez broke for second base and no one was there to receive the throw from the catcher.
 "Our bats were a little slow to start out with," said coach Paula Congleton. "The mental concentration was there, the physical skill just hadn't quite caught up yet. Once we adjusted and started to attack the ball before it got to them, then we were on a rope.
 "We had good baserunning. Overall, I was pretty happy."
 SBCC is home again on Saturday for a nonconference doubleheader at noon against East L.A.
 There are 13 teams in the Western State Conference, split into two divisons. The Vaqueros are in the Gold Division with Moorpark, Cuesta, Ventura, Oxnard, Hancock and L.A. Pierce.

L.A. Valley ...... 001 000 0 -- 1 4 2
SBCC .............. 000 301 x -- 4 5 2

 Cabada, Garcia (6) and Sauno, Williams (6); Gniadek, Garza (5) and Crawford. W--Gniadek. L--Cabada.
 2B--SB: Venturi.
 Records--LAV: 4-2, 0-1. SBCC: 1-3, 1-0.

