Single A Guidelines

· This Is A Learn-To-Play League: Single A will utilize a pitching machine for consistent pitching in an effort to encourage kids to swing away without the fear of being hit with a wild pitch. Use these games to develop fundamental skills & understand what positions players feel comfortable at. Each batter will get 5 pitches or 3 strikes, which ever comes first unless # 5 is a foul ball.  We can teach the kids to be competitive but it is important for it to be fun. Remember it is a game.  

· Batting: We bat using a continuous batting order. I strongly suggest each manager set a batting order and then pick it up where it left off for the next game. For example, If Johnny is batter #6 and is the last batter of the game, then Betty, as batter #7 should lead off the next game. Carver Cal Ripken Rules require at least.2 innings in the field for each player. Personally I want to see 3 at a minimum, preferably 4.

· Fielding: Do NOT bury your kids in right field.  Everyone must get a chance to play in the infield at least one inning per game.  Quite frankly, Single A is where we get the most complaints about playing time & positioning.  Turn on a scoreboard and some parents, fans & coaches think it’s the World Series.  It’s not.  There have been MANY managers & coaches that have never made it past Single A for exactly that reason.  Don’t be one of them.
· Defensive Coach:  One coach is allowed out on the field for defensive instruction.  They must stay out of the way and in the outfield, but they’re allowed to help guide the kids vocally.

· Offensive Coach: One offensive coach will be allowed out on the field to feed the pitching machine & make the out/safe calls on the bases.  There will be no Carver Cal Ripken umpires in Single A again this year.  Let’s not get too esoteric with our calls.
· Game Day: Try to get your players to the field ½ hour before game time. The home team managers and coaches will be responsible for setting up the field to be ready at least 15 minutes prior to game time. Have your lineup ready with batting order and positions. We need to keep the games moving. NO INNING WILL START AFTER ONE HOUR AND FORTY FIVE MINUTES OF PLAYING TIME AS KEPT BY THE UMPIRE.

· Field Preparation: As you know, if we don't line the fields & fix the mound for our games no one will. We really should get to the field ½ hour before you tell the-players to report to get that done.

· Jewelry: Jewelry is prohibited - no questions!! Taping over an earring is not acceptable.

· Equipment: We try to check out the equipment as best as we can but if you need anything, ASK!  Carver Little League has money reserved for those kinds of things.

· Slaughter Rule: There is a soft cap of 6 runs per inning. If you have 5 runs in & bases loaded and the batter smokes one to left field it's ok to bring in more runs because they're scored on continuous action. Otherwise, it ends at 6.

· Dugout Behavior: Hand clapping, taunting, screaming while the pitcher is in his windup, along with anything else I find offensive as methods of distraction are prohibited and may result in ejection. This is based upon regulation XIV - Field Decorum, rule 9.01(d) and 2.00 Interference. Cheering for your teammates and singing are encouraged. A good rule of thumb - if it is positive for a teammate it is a good thing. If it is to intimidate a teammate it is a bad thing. As adults, we should know the difference.

· Rainouts will be posted on the website as quickly as possible.  The Safety Officer will inspect the fields as to their playability.  He will call the commissioners if games are cancelled.  The commissioners will call the managers.  We will TRY to make the decision by 4:30.  When in doubt – show up.  No call – show up.

· Questions: If you have any questions, problems or need advice, feel free to talk the League Commissioner. E-mail provides a broad form of communication for all managers. I would suggest setting up a distribution list for the Machine Pitch League Managers so when you send general e-mails, everyone is in tune to what is going on. Of course private e-mails will be kept confidential.

· Scores & Pitching: There will be no scores nor standings kept on the website. Remember, this is an INSTRUCTIONAL league. I will be keeping records of innings pitched by game for each team. I will need this information within 24hrs of the scheduled game to keep the information current.

· *** These are GUIDELINES to follow for the season. *** There could be adjustments made based on the ability of the kids. Any changes will be requested be the league commissioners & approved by the board. Any & all changes will be clearly communicated to all managers in the respective leagues. Any input should be communicated through the managers to the commissioners.

Most Importantly
Have Fun! If you do, the kids will too!

