Triple A Guidelines

· This Is A Learn-To-Play League: All teams will make the playoffs and there will be a randomly seeded pool play (two 3 team pools) followed by a single elimination crossover tournament at the season's end to decide the league championship. We bat using a continuous batting order. We strongly suggest each manager set a batting order and then pick it up where it left off for the next game. For example, If Johnny is batter #6 and is the last batter of the game, Betty, as batter #7 should lead off the next game. Carver Cal Ripken Rules require at least 2 innings in the field for each player. We want to see 3 at a minimum, preferably 4. Playoffs are a different matter. It is OK to be competitive at that point. We should approach the season as a series exhibition games before the real games start. Use these games to develop fundamental skills & understand what positions players feel comfortable at. We can teach the kids to be competitive but it is important for it to be fun. Remember it is a game.

· Field Preparation: As you know, if we don't line the fields & fix the mound for our games no one will. We really should get to the field ½ hour before you tell the players to report to get that done.
· Pitching: Pitching is special. Not every player can do this. Anyone showing an interest should attend the pitching clinic which will be held at the Major League field, dates & times TBD. Please refer to the rule book for pitching rules.  They have remained the same as last year. Pitch Count Program is in effect all season.  
· Game Day: All should come to the field ready to play. Try to get your players to the field ½  hour before game time. The home team managers and coaches will be responsible for setting up the field to be ready at least 15 minutes prior to game time: Have your lineup ready with batting order and positions. We need to keep the games moving. NO INNING WILL START AFTER ONE HOUR AND FORTY FIVE MINUTES OF PLAYING TIME AS KEPT BY THE UMPIRE. TIES ARE OK AND WILL COUNT ½  GAMES IN THE STANDINGS.

· Bat Waving: Waving a bat while trying to draw ball four is bush league & dangerous. At the next level the batter will get the next pitch in the ear. As a safety issue, it is prohibited.

· Jewelry: Jewelry is prohibited - no questions!! Taping over an earring is not acceptable.

· Equipment: We try to check out the equipment as best as we can but if you need anything, ASK!  Carver Little League has money reserved for those kinds of things.

· Slaughter Rule: There is a 10 run slaughter rule after the trailing team has had at least 4 innings at bat.
That means 10 runs or more, NOT more than 10.

· Dugout Behavior: Hand clapping, taunting, screaming while the pitcher is in his windup, along with anything else we find offensive as methods of distraction are prohibited and may result in ejection. This is based upon regulation XIV - Field Decorum, rule 9.01(d) and 2.00 Interference. Cheering for your teammates and singing are encouraged. A good rule of thumb - if it is positive for a teammate it is a good thing. If it is to intimidate an opponent it is a bad thing. As adults, we should know the difference

· Stealing Home: For the first few weeks of the season there will be no stealing home. Once runner is at 3rd, advancement (advancement being defined as moving forward) by ALL runners have stopped and the pitcher & the catcher are set as described in rule 7.13, the only way for him to advance to home is by a batted ball. Balls thrown over, pitchers looking or motioning over, catchers chasing are all immaterial. The runner is stuck on 3rd. Any advances that are made are at his/her own peril. Safe at home? All runners are sent back. Out? The out stands and remaining runners are sent back. After the midpoint of the season we will allow the stealing of home. STEALING OF HOME WILL COMMENCE MAY 4th.
· End Of Season: Days rest will be enforced between the end of the regular season and the start of the playoffs.

· Questions: If you have any questions, problems or need advice, feel free to talk to the League Commissioner. E-mail provides a broad form of communication for all managers. I would suggest setting up a distribution list for the Triple A Managers so when you send general e-mails, everyone is in tune to what is going on. Of course private e-mails will be kept confidential.
· Rainouts will be posted on the website as quickly as possible.  The Safety Officer will inspect the fields as to their playability.  He will call the commissioners if games are cancelled.  The commissioners will call the managers.  We will TRY to make the decision by 4:30.  When in doubt – show up.  No call – show up.

· Scores & Pitching: We will be keeping records of the game scores, standings, & pitch count by game for each team. We will need this information within 24hrs of the scheduled game to keep the information current.

· Batting cages/Bullpens are for the exclusive use of the teams playing on the major field that night 1 hr prior to game time

· *** These are GUIDELINES to follow for the season. *** There could be adjustments made based on the ability of the kids. Any changes will be requested be the league commissioners & approved by the board. Any & all changes will be clearly communicated to all managers in the respective leagues. Any input should be communicated through the managers to the commissioners.

Most Importantly
Have Fun! If you do, the kids will too!

