Notes on Edinburgh Sports Forum Meeting - Wednesday 16th May 2007

Introduction
Stephanie-Anne Harris, Head of Sport and Physical Activity, welcomed everyone to the inaugural meeting of the Forum and outlined its potential role in the sports community.
As well as representing amateur sports clubs in Edinburgh, discussion of other roles has included offering advice (on issues such as child protection, club development, coach development, recruitment of volunteers), distribution of grants, sharing best practice, club accreditation scheme and driving publicity for club events and initiatives taking place. The forum will also form an important communication link between sports clubs and organisations such as the Council and Edinburgh Leisure.
Background
David Wardrop, Sports Manager, then briefed the meeting on the background to the proposal to create a new sports forum in the city. 
The Edinburgh Sports Forum is the working title for the new organisation to be established to represent the voice of amateur sports clubs in the City. This will replace the previous Edinburgh District Sports Council which has been dormant for some time.

All Edinburgh sports clubs on the Council’s database were invited to a public meeting that took place on October 2005, and around forty representatives turned up at the meeting. The purpose was to discuss ideas for a new sports forum, how sports clubs should be represented, and reach agreement for taking the Sports Forum forward.

Following on from the public meeting, a small group of volunteers were formed into a working group to develop the ideas raised and discussed, and to put together the framework of a new Sports Forum and create a constitution.

Club Development Officers

The meeting was then introduced to Oliver Barsby and Colin Mackay who will represent Edinburgh Leisure and City of Edinburgh Council (Culture & Sport) respectively on the Forum.
Executive Committee

Nominations were then asked for roles on the Executive Committee and seven individuals expressed an interest in being involved in some capacity:
Paul Murray (vice chair)

Forth Corinthian Yacht Club

Graham Crawford
  
  
Forth Corinthian Yacht Club

Michael Robson 
  
  
Dean Tennis & Squash Club

George Sinclair
 
 
Edinburgh Athletic Club

Jamie Edgar 

 
City of Edinburgh Swimming Club

Cath Fleming

 
Edinburgh Syncro Swimming Club

Douglas Adamson
 
 
Edinburgh Wolves American Football

It was agreed to convene the first meeting of the Executive and also to co-opt other individuals who may be interested in places on the committee to fill the following positions:
Office- Bearers: Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer

Following a general discussion on the Executive Committee make up, it was provisionally agreed on the following representation although open to further debate:

· Indoor Dry Sports

· Indoor Aquatic Sports

· Outdoor Sports (Dry)

· Outdoor Sports (Aquatic)

· Winter Sports (Curling, Skiing, Ice Hockey etc)

· Plus a representative each from Lothian Disability Sport and Active Schools
Presentation

Stephanie-Anne Harris concluded the meeting with a presentation on the proposed new complex at Sighthill and refurbishment of Royal Commonwealth Pool
Summary of Attendees

· 32 clubs represented

· 5 Organisations / Associations:                                                                                Scottish Rugby, South East Scotland Facilities Project, East of Scotland Cricket, Craigmillar Sports Forum, East of Scotland Table Tennis League 
· Approx 60 individuals attended
· 2 consultants from PMR Leisure
Indoor Dry

Kestrel Gymnastics

Edinburgh Sports Club (Squash)

City of Edinburgh Trampolining

Polonia Phoenix Basketball

Han Wong Taekwondo

Ashihara Karate Club
Indoor Wet

City of Edinburgh Swimming

Edinburgh Syncro Swimming

Portobello Swimming

Dunedin Swim Team

Heart of Midlothian Swimming

Outdoor Dry
Inverleith Rugby

Bats Rugby

Boroughmuir Rugby

Liberton Football

Broughton Football

Newcraighall Leith Vics Football

Edinburgh United Football
Tynecastle Football

Liberton United Football

Edinburgh Wolves American Football

Edinburgh Athletic Club
Corstorphine Athletics

Braid Tennis

Edinburgh South Cricket

Colinton Tennis

Dean Tennis and Squash

Edinburgh Sports Club – Tennis & Squash

Outdoor Aquatic 
Royal Forth Yacht Club

Forth Corinthian Yacht Club

Port Edgar Yacht Club

Port O Leith Motor Boat Club

Winter Sports
Corstorphine Curling
