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What are we doing to your sports pitches?

Ground maintenance staff constantly strives to improve the standard of Edinburgh’s pitches but it is at the end of the playing season that most work takes place.  Sport pitches are under a lot of pressure during the playing season, which means that at the end of the season there is a need to rest the pitches. This resting period also allows staff the opportunity to carry out some essential maintenance in preparation for the coming season.

Because each pitch is individual and experience different amounts of wear and tear it is essential that at the end of each season each pitch is assessed for damage and what repair and maintenance is required. The type of work carried out at the end of the season will also be affected by the weather during the previous season but the one thing common to all pitches is that they need a resting period.

So what is it that we do during this resting period? Well as has been said it depends on a number of factors but here are some of the things that might be carried out.

Goal posts: Removal of static posts – where feasible. Sometimes it is necessary to leave posts in place as removal can cause too much damage to older sockets.

Goal Mouth: The grass in these areas are often worn away so we apply an application of soil and seed over the goal mouth areas and other worn areas to encourage new grass growth.

Centre areas: For the centre third of the pitch in order to aerate and improve water penetration it might be necessary to contravate / overseed the area. Basically this involves using a tractor drawn machine which draws out a plug of soil and fills it with a seed/soil mix.

General: To aerate the soil it might be necessary to slit tine the pitch. This is basically a machine which cuts slits in the soil, and then roll and apply fertiliser if required

During the season: In addition to the regular end of season maintenance work in some cases the pitch might be slit tine or rolled during the season.

The City of Edinburgh Council has an ongoing commitment to improve the standards of its pitches. The Sports Pitch Strategy contains plans to improve the quality of all Edinburgh’s pitches and we are currently investigating the resources required to do this.

We are also committed to work with teams and clubs to improve maintenance levels and meet the needs of you the customers. A step in this direction is for our ground maintenance team to have direct contact with teams and clubs and to try and make this easier we have set up a direct email contact for comments, enquiries, and problems at 
" 

www.pitchmaintenance@edinburgh.gov.uk


Why not link up with your local school?

The development of effective School to Club links is a key priority for Active Schools in Edinburgh. Effective school-club links are the means for children to be involved in a sustainable pathway of sport and physical activity, enabling them to maintain their involvement beyond their school years. Due to effective partnership working between Edinburgh’s large team of Active Schools Co-ordinators (in both Primary and Secondary Schools) and local clubs and agencies such as Edinburgh Leisure and Local Community Centres, there are many examples of good practice in this area that include Polonia Phoenix Basketball club attracting over twenty girls aged 10 to 14 following a promotion through schools in the west and south of the city, Murrayfield DAFS Cricket club setting up a youth coaching programme involving schools in the local Roseburn area and Redhall Star’s new youth football initiative developing links with schools in the Wester Hailes neighbourhood.
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The main benefits to clubs are an increase in membership, greater revenue, more people belonging and associated with the club, potential to attract more volunteers e.g. parents who may get involved in coaching or club administration; young people coming through the system creating a longer sustainability making your club a more vibrant entity with a wider range of people all engaged in the same activity.

Additional support is available to clubs through our network of Active Schools Co-ordinators in the primary and secondary schools and the city’s Club Development Officers. Active Schools Co-ordinators prefer to run activities in the schools which can be progressed in the local community, so where there is a local club established, the Active Schools Co-ordinators will aim to run these activities in the school, where possible with the support of local club personnel. Active Schools appreciates the importance of school-club links and its impact on life long participation in physical activity. If interested contact either:                 Mel Coutts on  0131 550 6825 or                                   Colin Mackay on 0131 529 7860

Coach Education Programme

First Aid for Sports Coaches Meggetland Sports Centre 
Sunday 14 September, 11.00 – 6.00pm

Sunday 16 November, 11.00 – 6.00pm
Safeguarding and Protecting Children Royal Commonwealth Pool
Wednesday 10 September, 6 – 9pm
Wednesday 29 October, 6 – 9pm
Dealing with Challenging Parents Royal Commonwealth Pool
Wednesday 24 September, 6.30 – 9.30pm
Goal setting with Young Performers venue TBC
Wednesday 12 November, 6 – 9pm,
In Safe Hands with Children’s 1st Royal Commonwealth Pool
Wednesday 15 October, 6.30 – 9.30pm 



Coaching Counts Seminars 
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East of Scotland’s Coaching Conference Seminar’s have been designed to support the annual Coaching Counts conference taking place in February 2009. The seminars target coaches at club level and seminar attendance brings discount to the annual conference.  Dates TBC in September and November - log on at www.coachingedinburgh.co.uk for more information.

Costs: all three hour workshops and seminars - £15; six hour First Aid workshop - £45. For more information on any of the courses check www.coachingedinburgh.co.uk  or contact Andrew Baptie on 0131 652 4354 andrewbaptie@edinburghleisure.co.uk
Forthcoming Events
17 August
Portobello Beach Rugby


Dalriada Beach, Joppa

18 August
Scotland v England Cricket


Grange

24 August
Portobello Rugby Youth Open Day


Duddingston Park
1/8 Sep
Golden Oldies World Rugby Festival


Saughton & Roseburn Parks
6 Sept
Edinburgh Tigers Basketball Tournament


Meadowbank Sports Centre
6/7 Sept
City of Edinburgh Volleyball Dynamo Cup


Kirkliston Leisure Centre
For further advice and assistance on club development issues please contact:                                                     Colin Mackay, Club Development Officer. Tel: 0131 529 7860                                                                              email:  c.mackay@edinburgh.gov.uk         Web:   www.clubsportedinburgh.org
New Pavilions update


Work is well underway on the construction of three new pavilions at Bingham Park, East Pilton Park and Fernieside Park. The contractors, John Dennis & Company (Scotland) Ltd, started work on the Pavilion at Fernieside first with the superstructure and first stage of the roof complete at this location. The pavilions at Bingham and East Pilton are following shortly behind. All three pavilions should be wind and water tight by the end of September with Fernieside scheduled for completion by the beginning of November. Allowing time for the commissioning of the plant equipment, snagging and cleaning Fernieside should be handed over to the Council by the end of November with the other two pavilions following around the end of December.
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