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SOUTH EAST SPORTS FACILITIES PROJECT (Edinburgh) 

PARTNERSHIP MEETING
HELD ON FRIDAY 21st AUGUST 2009 

 SCOTT SUITE, MURRAYFIELD STADIUM

	
	
	Action

	
	PRESENT
	

	
	Councillor Ron Cairns (RC) – City of Edinburgh Council
Ken Harvey (KH) - Edinburgh Leisure

Shirley Bowman (SB) – Edinburgh Leisure
Craig Cunningham (CC) – Culture & Sport, CEC

Graham Croucher (GCr) – Culture & Sport, CEC

Greg Cann (GC) – Scottish Rugby

Mark Munro (MM) – Scottish Football Association
Don Wilkie (DW) – Murrayfield DAFS

Colin Mackay (CMcK) – Culture & Sport, CEC

Ben Glencross (BG) – Scottish Hockey

Ronnie Hamilton (RH) – Children & Families, CEC
	

	
	
	

	1

	WELCOME
Councillor Cairns welcomed all to the South East Sports Facilities Project Partnership meeting and thanked Greg Cann for hosting the meeting at Murrayfield.


	

	2
	APOLOGIES
Stephanie-Anne Harris (SAH) - Culture & Sport, CEC

Alan Bell (AB) – Services for Communities, CEC
Penny Lochhead (PL) – PMR Leisure / SESFP

Stewart Laird (SL) – South East Sports Facilities Project Group

Brian Harris (BH) – Children & Families, CEC 

Susan Brown (SBr) – City Development, CEC

Robert Ure (RU) – South East Sports Facility Project Group

David Drummond (DD) - Scottish Football Association

	

	3
	MINUTE OF LAST MEETING – 29th May 2009
4.2 National & Regional Sports Facilities

DW informed that Scottish Cricket’s plans looking into the possibility of a creating a cricket academy at Cramond are not being progressed. 

Agreed as a correct record with above amendment.

	

	4

4.1
	MATTERS ARISING 

Clubs Training in Public Parks

Update required from AB on the review of the Management Rules for Parks following the introduction of new access legislation. Discussed issue. SB will raise issue where relevant with clubs and league secretaries and may include this as one of the terms and conditions of extended lets. 

	AB
SB 

	4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8

4.9

4.10

	National & Regional Sports Facilities
RCP closed on 28 June 2009 for refurbishment. This is expected to take two years to complete. Edinburgh Leisure planning areas for refurbishment as part of the £1.4m interim investment plan for Meadowbank Sports Centre.
Colinton Mains Pavilion

The Council will continue to pursue the £200k contribution towards a new pavilion at Colinton Mains Park as part of a section 75 agreement through the administrators. 
Pitch Inspections

SB met with David Jamieson and Parks staff to discuss this issue. New framework for managing pitch inspections has been agreed.
Edinburgh United Panthers – Paties Road

CM met with the Club to discuss. CM still progressing and discussions are ongoing between Edinburgh United, Cranley Nursery and Edinburgh Leisure.

Pitch Booking Report
GCr confirmed that the report on the transfer of the C & F six multi-pitch venues to Edinburgh Leisure has been approved by the C & F Committee and the Edinburgh Leisure Board. Scheduled transfer date is 1st January 2010. GCr has met with C & F and Edinburgh Leisure to plan the next stage of the coordinated Pitch Booking System. GCr will prepare an action plan outlining the next steps towards a more integrated booking system.
School Lets – Price Increase
Update required from BH following the report to the last Education, C & F Committee meeting. MM and GC both informed of complaints they have received from football and rugby clubs about the current charges and increase in prices.
Leith Links
CM informed that alternative venues for Leith Rugby have been offered to the Club. 

City Park

SB confirmed that City Park is still being used. SAH will check with Graham Tully how long City Park can still be used. AB to check if City Park will still be maintained by the grounds maintenance team.

Currie Rugby Club 
CM informed of plans to ‘earthquake’ areas within Malleny Park to help drainage problems on pitches.
	CM
GCr
BH
SAH 

AB

	4.11
4.12
	MATTERS ARISING cont.

SFA Football Forum

CC attended the last football forum meeting and presented the key investment priority list to Clubs present.

St. Augustine’s Temporary Games Hall
Discussed issue. Update required from BH on what is happening with this games hall.

	BH

	5

5.1


	PAVILIONS  UPDATE  

New Pavilions 
GCr gave update. Leases for Tynecastle at Fernieside Recreation Ground Pavilion and for West Pilton Albion at East Pilton Park Pavilion have now been signed. Bingham Park Pavilion continues to be managed by Edinburgh Leisure although Edina Hibs have now applied for this pavilion. GCr is liaising with Edinburgh Leisure and Edina Hibs on this. 
	GCr

	5.2
5.3
5.4

5.5
	Lochend Park 
GCr gave update. Tender process has started and seven contractors have been shortlisted following the pre-qual stage of the procurement process. Final design of the pitch is being worked on.  
Colinton Mains Park
CC gave update. Plans for option 3 which is to refurbish the current pavilion and add an extension to increase the number of changing rooms to six and include a community room are currently being worked up for submission to planning. Discussed use of facilities at Colinton Mains. 
Pavilions Capital Budget
CC informed that a report will be presented at the Culture & Leisure Committee meeting on 15th September seeking approval to allocate £550k for Colinton Mains Park pavilion and £200k towards the 3G pitch at Meggetland from the 09 / 10 capital budget for pitches and pavilions. 
Liberton United Football Club

MM informed of Liberton United Football Club loosing a room within a local school building. Discussed issue. Club are liaising with Children & Families on alternative provision for the Club.

	  CC / GCr

	6

6.1
	PITCHES UPDATE

Morgan Playing Fields

CC gave update on meeting with the Cameron House Community Centre Management Committee. Discussed issue.

	

	6

6.2
6.3

6.4
	PITCHES UPDATE cont.
Moray House RFC

Edinburgh Leisure is liaising with the Rugby Club on access to other facilities. EL still waiting to hear back from the Club.
Union Park

SB gave update. Baseball Club have been playing over the summer period. Rugby League Club have been training at this venue. Discussed use of facilities by Forrester Rugby Club. GC and SB to liaise on this. 

Lismore RFC

GC to get update from Lismore on their request for access to other facilities.
	GC / SB

GC

	6.5

	New Craigroyston High School Pitches
CM gave update. Discussions and meeting held with Craigroyston Football Club and Children & Families. Agreement has been reached for Club to lease portacabins at entrance and for use of football pitches. 
	

	6.6
6.7
	Pitch Remedial Works Over Summer
GCr gave update. Works to pitches over the summer period now complete. New season kicked off last weekend. Some problems caused with teams requesting pitches to be marked early for pre-season friendlies. Requests accommodated where possible but some pitches were not ready to be played on, despite this some games went ahead anyway. Discussed issue and need to educate teams on the long term benefit of resting pitches over summer period. 
DW informed of training scheme where by Cricket Scotland pays for two members of every club to be trained in basic grounds maintenance and put through an Institute of Grounds Maintenance pitch preparation course. Discussed issue. Potential and benefits for SFA, SRU and Council to do something similar will be looked into. 
Cricket Pitches
DW informed that the issue with damage to the cricket square at Inverleith following the MoonWalk event has now been resolved.


	

	7
	FACILITY DEVELOPMENT PRIORITISATION

CC informed the group that an application to the Scottish Football Partnership for a grant to provide funding to improve drainage on seven grass pitches had been submitted.  This will be considered at their next Board meeting on 19th September. 


	

	7

	FACILITY DEVELOPMENT PRIORITISATION cont.
MM informed that David Drummond is working with AC Oxgangs on their application for Quality Mark accreditation. This will allow the Club to apply to the Scottish Football Partnership for portacabin changing rooms to maximise use of the pitches at Colinton Mains Park and provide temporary accommodation whilst refurbishment work on the pavilion is taking place.  

Discussions on potential for Roseburn Park to be used for rugby rather than football will be reviewed in early 2010 once availability of facilities is known following opening of new 3G pitches and transfer of the six-multi pitch sites. Discussed implications for this change. 

	SB / GC

	8

	PPP SCHOOLS
RH gave update. Billy MacIntyre has agreed to approve the ANOC (architectural design change request) for the second 3G pitch on the proviso that both Head Teacher’s agree to the change and were prepared to take on the risk with the business case. Meetings are being arranged to discuss and prepare the business case. Discussed issues with this and the importance of adequate changing rooms and car parking also being available on the site.
Cllr Cairns informed that he would be interested in visiting the facility to see the site with RH. RH to liaise with Cllr Cairns assistant to organise this visit.


	RH

	9


	VISIT TO TORYGLEN

Discussed recent visit to Toryglen. Group were all very impressed with the facilities. Discussed the need for Edinburgh to have an indoor facility. Facilities are under construction in Aberdeen, Ravenscraig and East Lothian. MM would be keen to present to Councillors on the facilities and success of Toryglen. Cllr Cairns advised MM to make this request through Cathy Fullerton, SNP Business Manager.

Discussed potential for this type of facility at the Jack Kane / Hunters Hall site. This is under consideration as part of the master planning for this site but no timescales are available as yet.

	MM

	10
10.1
10.2
	SPORTS SPECIFIC UPDATES

Hockey – BG gave update. Scottish Hockey are currently looking at preparing a Regional Facilities Strategy for the Lothians & Borders area. Will take about 6 months to complete. International hockey event taking place tomorrow at Peffermill. Edinburgh will be hosting the hockey event as part of the World University Games in 2010 and the Golden Oldies World Hockey event in 2011.
Cricket – DW gave update. Plans to re-structure leagues have been put back for a year. 
	

	10.3
	Rugby – GC gave rugby update. GC will liaise with SB on Forrester RFC’s request to use Union Park for training. The new Club established at South Queensferry has been accepted into the league and are working on plans to develop a junior section. A new rugby pitch has been marked out at Currie High School.  EL have been invited to the next Rugby Development Meeting to discuss implications of the transfer of the six multi-pitch Children & Families sites.

	

	10.4

	Football – MM gave football update. Communication to Clubs about the work of the SESFP is improving with minutes being posted on web site and issues discussed at Football Forum meetings. Following posting of the Key Investment Priority list only Currie Star FC have been in touch with MM / SL. Discussed progress with floodlights at Castlebrae. Work has started but delayed due to asbestos in area where cables will connect with the school building. MM highlighted the need for an update to Clubs on the progress with this. U/19 girls international match being held at the North Edinburgh Football Academy on 8 September. All invited to attend this match if available. Informed of new Social Investment Scotland funding opportunities - a fund of £30m. Potential for Sports Clubs to apply for loans from this fund. All to raise awareness of this new fund and opportunities to all Clubs.

	

	11
10.1

	AOCB
DW enquired about lack of signage at entrance to Parks informing of management rules within parks. CC informed that signage in Parks was being looked at, with new access legislation coming into force the previous management rules are no longer applicable. Update on this required from AB, as noted in 4.1. 

	AB
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	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Friday 27th November 2009 at 14.00 at Meadowbank Sports Centre.
	NOTE
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