	  How long should I keep my child out of school if they have ringworm?

	This fungus infection on the skin usually begins as a small red circle that progressively becomes larger.  The boarder of the rash is elevated and usually scaly and dry, or moist and crusted.  The center of the circle starts to clear as the area becomes larger. Itchiness and scaling occur at the site. Ringworm on the skin is contagious and requires treatment with an antifungal medication, either an ointment applied to the skin or in pill form taken by mouth. The infection is not considered contagious after 2 days of treatment. 

Ringworm can be spread by direct contact with an infected individual.  Animals can also be infected with ringworm and can be a source of infection to people.  Cats, dogs and cattle are more common animal sources of ringworm infection.  Ringworm can also be spread indirectly by sharing clothing, bedding, shower stalls, barber clippers and other items with an infected individual.


