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	Constitution and By-Laws 2009
Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc.

Chesterfield County, Virginia
www.leaguelineup.com/cysa




	

	Article I - Name and Objective

	Section I
	This organization shall be known as “Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc.” and will be operated in accordance with the governing body with changes thereto or the establishment of new policies.

	Section II
	The objectives of this association shall be to promote sportsmanship, recreation and the general health and welfare of eligible youth in Chesterfield County and the surrounding areas as provided for by the governing body.

	Section III
	The association shall strive to promote efficiency to be secured by rules and policies through cooperation with area associations, and by other lawful means.

	Section IV
	The Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. does not advocate the infringement of any fraternal or civic club in Chesterfield County, does not discriminate with regard to teams or conditions of membership because of race, sex, color, creed, or national origins, and is not subject to corrupt influences or influences opposed to basic democratic principles.

	Article II – Membership

	Section I
	Membership shall be limited to those athletic associations in Chesterfield County, which are incorporated according to Chapter 2 of Title 131 Code of Virginia and approved by the General Membership of the Chesterfield County Youth Softball Association, Inc. 
· One athletic association will represent each elementary school district area. If a team/athletic association wants to join the league they may apply for membership. 
· Admission requires approval by a two-thirds majority of a quorum of the General Membership. 

· Each member must attend a directors training class in order for their association to join.

· Each Association will be required to pay a membership fee of $100.00 not later than when the first half of the fees are due.

	Section II
	Each representative or alternate shall have full voting rights in corporate matters including the right to elect officers and vote on amendments of the Articles of Incorporation.

	Section III
	An individual representative chosen by each athletic association shall cast the vote of each representative or alternate.

	Section IV
	A quorum (See Article III, Section III) of the General Membership is required for the election of officers of the corporation or vote on amendments to the Article of Incorporation. 

	Section V
	Any association and/or individual member may be suspended for action considered detrimental or not in the best interest of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc by a majority vote of the Board of Governors in attendance. 
· The Board shall set the duration of the suspension. 
· The suspended association or individual is ineligible to participate in all Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. activities and functions during the period of suspension. 
· During the duration of the suspension the suspended Associations players will become free agents. 
· Membership dues and playing fees are not refundable to suspended members. 

	Section VI
	Association members will offer registration to players for all programs (slow & fast-pitch) offered by Chesterfield Youth Softball Association.

	Article III - Meetings

	Section I
	The Board of Governors and officers shall have regular meetings with time and place to be ordered by the President/League Commissioner.

	Section II
	The President/League Commissioner may call special meetings. 
· The object for which said meeting is called shall be explicitly stated and no other business shall be transacted.

	Section III
	In order to conduct any business of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc., which requires a vote from the Board of Governors, a quorum consisting of the majority (greater than 50%) of the Board of Governors eligible to vote must be in attendance at the respective meeting.

	Article IV - Board of Governors

	Section I
	The Board of Governors shall consist of one member from each athletic association, appointed by the athletic association they represent. 
· Only one vote is allowed for each association as indicated under Article II, Section III.

	Section II
	If an Association Director misses two (2) consecutive meetings a warning will be sent to the Director as well as the Association President.

	Section III
	An athletic association failing to have a representative or alternate present at three (3) consecutive regularly scheduled Board of Governors meetings will:

· forfeit its voting rights for the remainder of the calendar year,
· automatically be suspended from all league activities,

· be considered inactive,

· have its players considered free agents. 

· membership dues and playing fees are not refundable to suspended members.

	Section IV
	Once an association has been suspended it must:

· wait one (1) year to reapply for membership,

· Pay any unpaid fees,

· Pay a $150.00 membership fee, and 

· be on probation for one (1) year.

	Article V - Election of Officers/ Appointments

	Section I
	A Nomination Committee, appointed by the President/League Commissioner shall recommend a slate of officers consisting of: President/League Commissioner, Vice-President/Assistant Commissioner - Slow-Pitch, Vice-President/Assistant Commissioner - Fast Pitch, Treasurer, and Secretary. 
· In addition, the Nomination Committee will recommend Division Commissioners for each age group (slow pitch and fast pitch) as deemed necessary by the President/League Commissioner. 
· Nominations for the Officers & Division Commissioners may be taken from the Board of Governors. 
· The Officers and Division Commissioners must be elected at least 30 days prior to the Association's October meeting by a majority of the Board of Governors. 

	Section II
	All elected League officers will take office October 1.

	Section III
	Any commissioner and/or officer may be removed by a majority vote of the Executive Board. 
· The President, with Executive Board approval, may then fill the vacancy of office by appointment for the unexpired term of office.  
· All newly elected officers will serve for a one-year period and may be dismissed with majority board vote without recourse for failure to follow/comply with rules/guidelines as established by the league.

	Section IV
	The CYSA Executive Board shall appoint the CYSA Umpire In Chief and the Youth Umpire Assignee.

	Section VI
	The elected officers shall adopt and maintain necessary rules and regulations for the enforcement of these by-laws and the affairs of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. 

	Section VII
	Commissioners must wear league shirts or hats so people are aware of their presence during assigned times. 

	Article VI - Duties of Officers

	Section I
	President - The President shall be the League Commissioner, and have the following duties:

Preside at meetings and appoint committees.

· League contact with the county, including attending Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission meetings on the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM in the meeting room at the main library and other county meetings.

· Appoint someone to order balls – have balls sent to Belchers Trophies and inventoried.
· Appoint someone to begin organizing coach’s clinic.
· Set the parameters for the league schedule, number of games, beginning and ending dates, playoffs, tournaments, divisions, etc.

· Although the actual scheduling can be farmed out, the president is responsible for the results. An experienced group must review the schedule before distributing it.

· Appoint someone to organize fall ball, including schedule, fee and roster collection.

· Set the vision for the league – What we are all about – a Recreation League

· Develop the league calendar and update each month.

· Appoint someone to arrange meeting rooms for coaches and director meetings

· Appoint someone to write newsletter and post on web site.

· Assign practice field allocation based on last year’s number of teams

· Collect and turn in background checks for Directors and Officers.
· Decide all questions according to Parliamentary Rules herein and shall give the deciding vote in case of a tie.

· Appoint an Audit Committee of two (2) members to review the books of the Treasurer in the month of September.

· Shall be guided by the wishes of the majority of the Board of Governors in any matter requiring attention between meetings.

· Exercise the responsibility for the interpretation of all softball rules and decisions on related questions, which may arise off the field;

· Shall suspend managers/coaches for being ejected from games.
· In the event the President/League Commissioner cannot fulfill his/her term, a special meeting of at least 75% of the Division Commissioners will be held to elect one of the two Vice-Presidents/Assistant Commissioners, to the position of President - Pro Temp for the balance of the term. A majority vote of the Division Commissioners in attendance is necessary to elect the President - Pro Temp.

	Section II
	Vice President (s)/Assistant Commissioner (s) - The Vice President (s)/Assistant Commissioner (s) shall have the following duties:

· Serve in the capacity of President/League Commissioner and perform other duties and assignments as may be delegated by the President/League Commissioner.

· In case of the absence or disability of the President/League Commissioner, and provided they are authorized by the President/League Commissioner or Board of Governors to so act, the Vice President (s)/Assistant Commissioner (s) shall perform the duties of the President/League Commissioner, and when so acting, shall have all the powers of that office, and shall have such duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Board of Governors or by the President/League Commissioner.

· Exercise the responsibility for the interpretation of all softball rules and decisions on related questions, which may arise off the field;

· Preside at all meetings of their division.

· Serve as the chief executive officer of their division.

· Shall suspend managers/coaches for being ejected from games.

	Section III
	Division/Age Group Commissioners - The Division Commissioners shall have the following duties:

Coordinate all activities related to the teams in their respective divisions.

· Maintain team rosters of all players and coaches with addresses and phone numbers and turn same over to his successor.

· Make sure you have all registration forms and other mandatory forms for all players.
· Check all coaches to make sure you have their background card numbers.
· Preside at all meetings of their division.

· Serve as the chief executive officer of their division.

· Suspend managers/coaches for being ejected from games.
· Shall exercise the responsibility for the interpretation of all softball rules and decisions on related questions, which may arise off the field.
· Confirm the Elementary School District each girl is from.

· Be at the playoff games, tournaments and hand out trophies for their age group(s).

· Keep the web site updated for their age group(s).

· Plan and coordinate all In House CYSA Tournaments for their age groups(s).

· Develop brackets for their playoffs and in house tournaments.

· All approved rosters signed and dated. All changes must be approved, signed and dated and emailed to group before next scheduled game.  All rosters must be typed.  No blank rows on any roster.
· Copies of entire division are emailed to each head coach and other pertinent people on a group email, two days prior to season starting.

	Section IV
	Secretary - The Secretary shall have the following duties:

Be responsible for recording the activities of CYSA and maintain appropriate files, mailing lists, and necessary records.

· Perform such duties as are herein specifically set forth, in addition to such other duties as are customarily incident to the Office of the Secretary or as may be assigned by the Board of Directors.

· Maintain a list of all Regular Members, Directors, and Committee members and give notice of all meetings of CYSA, the Board of Directors, and Committees.

· Keep the minutes of the meetings of the Members and the Board of Directors and cause them to be recorded in a book kept for that purpose, and to supply Board members with copies of the minutes of meetings as soon after the meeting as possible.
· Conduct all correspondence not otherwise specifically delegated in connection with said meetings and shall be responsible for carrying out all orders, votes, and resolutions not otherwise committed.

	Section V
	Treasurer - The Treasurer shall have the following duties:

· The Treasurer shall keep accounts of all money collected, pay all accepted bills and at the end of the year, prepare a detailed financial statement to be circulated among the members.
· He/She shall provide a financial statement to the Board of Governors at their monthly meetings.
· He/She shall make all books and financial records available to the Audit Committee for a September meeting.
· The Treasurer shall be bonded.

	Article VII - Fees and Dues

	Section I
	Board of Governors shall determine amounts of dues and dates of payment. Dues must be paid when due.

	Section II
	Any association not paying the amount due by the respective due date will be assessed a 2% per month (whole or any part thereof) late penalty fee.

	Section III
	Teams whose dues have not been paid by the prescribed time will not be allowed to participate in league play.

	Section IV
	Teams with outstanding debts and incomplete team rosters will not be allowed to participate in league play.

	Section V
	League Treasurer is responsible for notifying the President/League Commissioner of any outstanding debts by a team.

	Section VI
	Any team not meeting the deadline (Date to be determined by President/League Commissioner) for submitting their complete team roster (minimum eight (8) – doesn’t apply to 14 fast, or 16 fast), will be given until the end of that week and must pay a $100.00 late fine:  otherwise the team will not be scheduled and lose their entry fee. The fine must be attached to the late roster.

	Section VII
	Any team dropping after payment of league fees will forfeit all fees.

	Section VIII
	Coaching Clinic. MANDATORY for one (1) coach from each team to attend coaching clinic. 
· Additional coaches from team attend at no charge. 
· Attendance will be taken. 
· Any team not represented at the MANDATORY coaches meeting shall forfeit the right to make any protests in the CYSA program.

	Article VIII - Finance

	Section I
	Revenue necessary for the operation of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. may be derived from annual dues, fees, voluntary contributions, special projects, donations or any other means approved by the Board of Governors.

	Section II
	By majority approval of the Board of Governors, the President/League Commissioner may be authorized to expend any funds necessary and available for proper operation of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. 
· The President is authorized to expend not more than $1000 per month on his own authority with proper receipts.

	Section III
	The fiscal year for the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. shall be December 1 through November 30

	Article IX - By-Laws

	Section I
	These By-Laws shall be in effect on and after their adoption.

	Section II
	Sufficient copies shall be printed for distribution to all members.

	Section III
	· Proposed amendments to these By-Laws shall be submitted in writing to any member of the Board of Governors. The Board of Governors shall take action on proposed amendments. 
· The said amendments shall then be presented to the General Membership for final vote. 
· Passage by a majority vote of a quorum of the General Membership shall constitute adoption.

	Section IV
	The By-laws shall be reviewed on an annual basis. 
· If the By-laws need to be amended, the President/League Commissioner shall appoint a committee, hereafter referred to as a By-law Committee to be formed for the purpose of making amendments. 
· The committee shall consist of the President/League Commissioner, Vice-Presidents/Assistant Commissioners and five (5) members of the Board of Governors. 
· All members shall have equal privileges and all actions of the committee shall be by majority decision. 
· Upon receipt of the By-law Committee recommendation, the Board of Governors shall prior to the date of the next scheduled registration of players, at a regular meeting act upon the committee's recommendations.

	Section V
	Any member of the membership having in mind the best interest of the league's membership may bring to the written attention of the President/League Commissioner, any discrepancy or other need for correction or amendment of any section of this or any such subsequent document. 
· The President/League Commissioner upon receipt of a written request shall handle it in the same way as a review. 
· All rules and guidelines apply. 
· As always, any interested parties may appear at regular meetings and shall be free to speak on behalf of or in opposition to the proposed amendment(s).

	Article X - Parliamentary Rules

	Section I
	The President/League Commissioner may save time in deciding certain questions by asking if there are any objections. If none are offered, he/she shall declare the action adopted.

	Section II
	The President/League Commissioner shall not allow any member to speak more than once on the same subject until all members desiring the floor have been heard, and not more than twice and not more than five (5) minutes at any one time, except those making reports.

	Section III
	When members desire all talk or debate stopped, and a vote taken, they may call for the "Previous Question": when this is done, it shall be put to a vote at once (not debatable) in this form. "Shall all debate be closed and the main question be voted on?" If this is carried by a two-third (2/3) vote of members in attendance, the main question shall immediately be put to a vote without further debate.

	Section IV
	A motion can be amended twice.

	Section V
	If a motion has been amended, the amendment must be voted on first. 
· If it has been amended twice, the vote shall be first on each amendment, then on the main question.

	Section VI
	A question can be reconsidered at the same meeting, a majority vote being sufficient to decide. 
· If reconsidered at the next meeting, a three-fourth (3/4) vote is required of members or alternate in attendance. 
· A motion to reconsider must be made and seconded by members who voted with the majority.

	Section VII
	All resolutions must be in writing.

	Section VIII
	Except as provided above, Roberts Rules of Order shall govern.

	Article XI - Umpires

	Section I
	All umpires are under the jurisdiction of the elected officers of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc.

	Section II
	Assignments of games will be handled at meetings conducted by the Umpire in Chief and by telephone. 
· The Umpire in Chief should have one or two meetings a month to review rules, conflicts, and for assignment of games. 
· All umpires should contact the youth assignee for additional games, payment, and to report any problem or ejections experienced at the game. 
· All ejections by umpires must be followed with a letter to the President/League Commissioner and Umpire in Chief explaining why the person was ejected from the game.

	Section III
	The youth umpire assignee/Umpire in Chief shall report to the league President/League Commissioner and/or affiliation State Umpire in Chief for rulings, guidance, assistance in umpire clinics and for obtaining additional umpires if needed. 

	Section IV
	An umpire may not officiate a game for a division in which he is a manager, coach or asst. coach.

	Section V
	If a game is forfeited, the umpire will umpire a scrimmage game if so requested by the coaches. 
· If the request is made for a scrimmage, and the umpire leaves, teams must notify their Commissioner so the umpire does not get paid.

	Section VI
	Arrangements have been made to have umpires available for all scheduled games and special events. 
· Once the game has begun, the umpire is in full charge. 
· The umpire has the full authority to remove any player, coach or manager from the game should such disciplinary action be necessary. 
· Prior to the start of each game, the two managers and umpire are required to go over specific ground rules for the field on which they are playing. 

	Section VII
	The CYSA Umpire In Chief will have the duties of recruiting, registering and training the umpires.

	Section VIII
	The CYSA Youth Umpire Assignee shall have the duties of assigning umpires for all games in the league and reporting all games umpired to the Treasurer for payment. 

	Article XII - Order of Business

	Section I
	1. Roll Call

2. Reading of the minutes from the last meeting.

3. Reading of financial report.

4. Reading and disposition of bills and communication.

5. Report of officers.

6. New members.

7. Old business.

8. New business: this includes election and installation of officers.

9. Good of the league

	Article XIII - Standing Committees

	Section I
	The name of each standing committee shall be listed below. 
· These committees will be appointed annually, if needed, by the newly elected President/League Commissioner.

1. Nominating Committee

2. Publicity, Fund Raising and Special Events Committee

3. Rules, Regulations, Protest and Disciplinary Committee (RPD Committee)

4. Scholarship Committee

5. By Law Committee

6. Tournament Committee

7. Scheduling Committee

	Section I A
	Nominating Committee - The Nominating Committee shall consist of the three (3) members appointed by the President/League Commissioner and shall be responsible making nominations for:

1. President/League Commissioner,

2. Vice-President/Assistant Commissioner - Slow-Pitch,

3. Vice-President/Assistant Commissioner - Fast Pitch,

4. Treasurer, and

5. Secretary.

6. In addition, the Nomination Committee will recommend Division Commissioners for each age group (slow pitch and fast pitch) as deemed necessary by the President/League Commissioner.

	Section I B
	Publicity, Fund Raising, and Special Events Committee - This Committee shall consist of the three (3) members appointed by the President/League Commissioner and shall be responsible for the following: 

1. Promoting CYSA to the general public and acts as a clearinghouse for information on CYSA.
2. Coordinating all fund raising activities with the Board of Governors. The treasurer and/or Team Parent Coordinator shall assist with the collection and handling of the organization monies generated from fundraising. A mandatory detailed accounting shall be submitted to The Board of Governors at each regular meeting.
3. Developing, implementing and promoting any special events.

4. Will responsible for releasing the local news media information and announcements for the Association
5. Will advise the Board of ideas to publicize the League
6. Will be responsible to produce a monthly newsletter during the season

	Section I C
	· Rules/Regulations, Release, Protest and Disciplinary Committee (hereby referred to as the RPD Committee) - This Committee shall consist of the President and comprised of the Fast and  Slow Pitch Vice-president (Vice-chair), Division Commissioner, and three (3) members appointed by the President. 
· The President/League Commissioner shall be Chairman of this Committee.  
· All requests going to RPD must come from the association director and not from a coach or asst. coach.  All appropriate commissioners must be made aware of a RPD issue prior to a ruling.  
· All decisions made by this committee are Final. 
· This committee shall be responsible for the following:

1. Dealing with all incidents requiring disciplinary action and obtaining of all pertinent information regarding the disciplinary incident and their decision is final.

2. Reviewing the rules and regulations of CYSA and proposing and coordinating amendments to such rules and regulations.

3. Reviewing any special request for more than two restricted releases. They will determine the final placement of the player.

4. Obtaining of all pertinent information regarding the protest and make final determination of any disciplinary action.

	Section I D
	Scholarship Committee - This Committee shall consist of the three (3) members appointed by the President/League Commissioner and shall be responsible for the following:

1. Determining the criteria for awarding a CYSA Scholarship and the selection of the winners.

	Section I E
	The By Law Committee - The By Law Committee shall be formed for the purpose of making amendments to the By Laws. 
· The committee shall consist of the President/League Commissioner, Vice-Presidents/Assistant Commissioners and five (5) members of the Board of Governors. 
· All members shall have equal privileges and all actions of the committee shall be by majority decision. 

· Upon receipt of the By-law Committee recommendation, the Board of Governors shall prior to the date of the next scheduled registration of players, at a regular meeting act upon the committee's recommendations.

	Section I F
	Tournament Committee - The Tournament Committee shall consist of a chairman appointed by the President/League Commissioner and a member from each division. 
· The Tournament Committee shall be responsible for:

1. Organizing, promoting, and coordinating any tournaments to be hosted by CYSA as approved by the President/League Commissioner. 

2. The Tournament Committee also acts as a clearinghouse for information on tournaments being hosted by other area organizations.

	Section I G
	Schedule Committee - The Schedule Committee shall be appointed by the President/League Commissioner and shall be responsible for:

1. Creating and distributing CYSA league schedules within the parameters for such schedules determined by the President/League Commissioner.

	Article XIV - Background Checks

	Section I
	· Criminal background checks are mandatory for all Board of Directors, Officers, Umpires, Managers and Coaches (Team moms and scorekeepers are considered coaches). Each is responsible for turning in completed Background Check forms to Chesterfield County Parks and Rec. Dept. prior to the start of the season. 
· All must have a background check number by the start of the season or they will be ineligible to be on the playing field for games or practices. 
· Numbers will also be provided to the CYSA President/League Commissioner. 
· Each person should carry their background check card with them to each and every game. 
· Commissioners will be at games to check whether or not the coach (es) and umpires names are on the approved County Background Check List. 
· Anyone whose name is not on the list will have to leave the playing field for the remainder of the game (s) and cannot be on the field until they have a Background Check done.

	Article XV - Conduct

	Section I
	Coaches are responsible for the general behavior and conduct of their players. 
· Umpires and League Officials will enforce this and all other rules they believe will promote proper behavior and sportsmanship for all players, coaches and spectators during the game.

	Section II
	CYSA has zero tolerance for sports rage. 
· Any person that threatens to attack or physically attacks another individual will be ejected from the park and if necessary, a criminal trespass order will be requested through police authorities to prohibit that individual’s further entry. 
· This type of conduct has no place within our youth sports program and offenders will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 
· Any coach, player or official caught violating this rule will automatically be banned from the league. 

	Section III
	Un-sportsmanship like conduct, abusive language, throwing of equipment or any other behavior by players, fans or coaches determined not beneficial during the game will not be tolerated at any time. 
· Umpires and League Officials have the authority to dismiss any player or coach from the game, the field and/or forfeit any game in which such behavior occurs, if they deem necessary. 
· A report must be submitted with the appropriate Assistant Commissioner. 
· Abuse of this rule will be an automatic suspension from the league of any coach or player. To be re-instated, the suspended player or coach must appear before the RPD Committee.

	Section IV
	Only a coach or assistant coach can approach the umpire for the rule discussion. 
· Those who are ejected from a game by the umpire will automatically be suspended from the league.  
· The RPD Committee will conduct a review of the incident to consider whether the ejection should result in further disciplinary actions or expulsion from the league.

	Section V
	Once ejected, the coach or player is required to leave the field immediately and cannot be on the field of play, dugout or advise coaches or players. 
· Whenever the ejected players’ spot in the line up is reached an out is scored. 
· If the coach or player does not comply immediately, the umpire shall have the right to call the game a forfeit against the offending team. 
· Any coach or player who has been ordered to leave the dugout, the field or the ball park by the Umpire or League Officials and who has not done so within two (2) minutes is automatically suspended from the league. 

	Section VI
	If a player or coach is ejected from the game, the Umpire will notify in writing (within 24 hours) the Age Group Commissioner and the Umpire-in-Chief for further action. 
· The player or coach will automatically be suspended from the league. 

	Section VII
	Spectators are also expected to set an example of good sportsmanship. 
· Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their fans. 
· If a fan becomes disruptive, the coach of the appropriate team must instruct the spectator to show proper sportsmanship.

	Section VIII
	Any manager/player/coach/board member/spectator/official/scorekeeper or Team Mom found to be in possession or under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or drug paraphernalia will be banned from further participation within the league.

	Section IX
	The use of tobacco in any form is prohibited on the field or in the dugout. 
· Any coach, player or official caught violating this rule will be suspended from the league.

	Section X
	Any Manager, Coach, Player ejected or suspended two (2) times in one season will be suspended the remainder of the season, including fall ball. 
· To be re-instated, the suspended player or coach must appear before the RPD Committee.

	Section XI
	By signing the CYSA Registration Form, parents are agreeing to abide by the Chesterfield County Parents Code of Conduct Form.

	Section XII
	Except for Article XV Section II and Section VIII all suspensions are for a minimum of two games.

	Section XIII
	Any game rained out, forfeits or postponed for any reason does not count for the suspension.

	Article XVI - Protest

	Section I
	A protested game can result when there is a difference of opinion on the field between the protesting team and the umpire regarding the application or interpretation of either Official Printed Playing Rules, or Specially Adopted Ground Rules.

	Section II
	When a protest, not involving the umpire’s judgment, is registered with the umpire on the field immediately, and before any succeeding legal pitch, intentional walk, illegal pitcher action, or before all fielders have left fair territory, the game continues.

· If the protest is upheld the game resumes on another day from the point of protest.

	Section III
	Conditions governing acceptance of protests during playing of a game. 

1. Based on an umpire’s judgment such as whether a batted ball was fair or foul, a pitched ball was a ball or strike, a base runner was safe or out, or when any other situation is completely within the umpire’s scope to make the decision, WILL NOT TO BE ACCEPTED FOR CONSIDERATION. 

2. Based on alleged misinterpretation or application of the playing rules should be accepted for consideration and decision. 

3. The intention to protest a rule must be made known by the manager or coach of the protesting team to the umpire immediately, and before the next legal pitch, intentional walk, illegal pitcher action, or before all fielders have left fair territory. 
· This is to enable all concerned that is, umpires, scorekeepers and the opposing team to take notice of the exact conditions prevailing on the field at the time of the protest. 
· The umpire receiving the protest shall immediately notify all concerned. 

4. In tournament/playoffs play, all protests must be settled before any play can be resumed as a suspended game except protests concerning player eligibility. 
5. If a player eligibility protest is lodged during tournament play and cannot be resolved at the time of the protest, the game shall be completed. 
· If the eligibility question cannot be resolved until the tournament is completed and it is subsequently found that the involved player or players are ineligible, the team shall be placed last in the tournament standings and the standings shall be adjusted accordingly. 

6. A verbal and written protest must be filed with the age group commissioner within 24 hours (called on voicemail and postmarked) after completion of the game protested.

	Section IV
	A formal protest should contain the following information and must be notated in both teams scorebooks:

1. The date, time, and place of the game.

2. Names of the umpires and both coaches.

3. The rule and section of the official rules, or local league rules adopted general rules under which the protest is being filed.

4. The decision and/or conditions surrounding the cause for the protest.

5. All essential facts involved in the matter of the protest.

6. Either the team manager or the president of the association filing the protest must sign all protests.

7. 7. A check in the amount of $100 payable to the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association must accompany the written protest within 24 hours.  
· If upheld, the check will be returned to the protesting association.  If the protest is denied, the league will retain the check.

	Section V
	The decision made on a protested game may result in:

1. The protest is found invalid and game’s score stands as played.

2. Protest allowed, game resumed at point of protest, as a suspended game.

3. Protest allowed, game forfeited in favor of the team not at fault.

	Section VI
	Highly technical protests and those, which could, or did not have any effect on the playing of the Game, or the final results, are disallowed.

	Section VII
	The Age Group Commissioner will decide on all protests and the Division Vice President will sign off on the decision.

	Section VIII
	Protesting coach, opposing coach, and the umpire involved will attend the meeting.

	Section IX
	Each coach and umpire (if available) will be heard at the protest.

	Section X
	The Age Group Commissioner will make a decision within 24 hours.

	Section XI
	All decisions will be final. No explanations or reason for their decision will be necessary.

	Section XII
	If protesting coach fails to show up at the designated time, the protest will be invalid.

	Section XIII
	If opposing coach or umpire fails to show up, the protest will be reviewed and decided upon without their comments.

	Section XIV
	Any individual within CYSA who actively campaigns, whether verbally or by publication, regarding

decisions by the protest committee, shall be immediately suspended by the Executive Board for the

remainder of the season.

	Section XV
	Decisions of the Rules Committee will be prepared in writing by the Protest Committee, copies of which will be forwarded to each association involved, the CYSA President and CYSA Secretary.

	Article XVII - Closing

	
	These Bylaws of the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc., adopted this _____________ day of ______________, 20__, by the General Membership, supersedes all previous Bylaws and minutes of meetings issued by the Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc. or any previous affiliation either written or oral.

	
	Chesterfield Youth Softball Association, Inc.

	
	

	
	By: _________________________, President

	
	

	
	By: _________________________, Vice President – Slow Pitch

	
	

	
	By: __________________________, Vice President – Fast Pitch

	
	

	
	By: __________________________, Secretary
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