
EAST CENTRAL INDIANA JUNIOR BASEBALL

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

ARTICLE 1 -
This organization shall be known as the East Central Indiana Junior Baseball League.

ARTICLE 2 - 
The objectives of the organization are:

To perpetuate baseball as the national game of the United States.

To provide the youth of Madison/ Randolph/ Jay/ Delaware/Wayne counties with supervised activity of a competitive nature.

To instill in the youth of Madison/ Randolph/ Jay/ Delaware/Wayne County sportsmanship, integrity, loyalty and courage that they might develop into good healthy adults.

To operate in such a manner that the above objectives are of prime importance with the attainment of outstanding athletic abilities and the winning of games will be a secondary product.

ARTICLE 3 -
Government of the League – The control of the East Central Indiana Junior Baseball League shall be under the direct supervision of the Madison/ Randolph/ Jay/ Delaware County Community Schools and its designated representatives.  All said representatives shall be responsible to the Athletic Director of each school.


A.  One person will be assigned as Baseball Director.  This person will oversee the league and its rules.  His job will be further defined in the Rules and Regulations section.  Jason Dudley will serve as director for 2009.  His phone number is 765-717-0889 or 765-381-0390.

ARTICLE 4 - 
Member – The organization of East Central Indiana Junior Baseball shall be so structured as to afford the greatest degree of participation possible.


The league division will be as follows:

Middle School Baseball – designed for players in the 7th and 8th grades.  A player becomes ineligible from this league when his 16th birthday occurs on or before July 1, 2009, or upon entering the 9th grade at the start of the regular school year.

Each school must be represented by their students.  Each player must be or have been enrolled the second semester at their representative school.  This is done to promote each school's baseball program and not an all-star team.

Any player who moves into a school district or will transfer the following year must be approved by the Baseball Director.

ARTICLE 5 - 
Forfeit of membership – Membership to the East Central Indiana Junior Baseball League may be terminated, and all playing privileges suspended immediately, with schools, parents, sponsors, and other interested persons notified by mail and all remaining games considered forfeited if:

A manager, sponsor, player, or other legal representative of a given team willfully and knowingly violates any of the rules and regulations as set forth herein.

Any representative of a given team displays conduct detrimental to the best interest of this organization or the game of baseball in general.

No membership will be forfeited without full and complete investigation of alleged acts and final action shall rest with the decision of the Athletic Directors.

ARTICLE 6 -
League Meetings – League meetings will be called by the Baseball Director any time the need may arise.  Managers will be notified as far in advance as possible of the date of the meeting.


A manager or team representatives must attend all meetings or notify the Baseball Director prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE 7 -
Umpires – All league games shall be officiated by umpires assigned by the home team.

All home plate umpires must be licensed and the base umpire must be out of high school and knowledgeable in the game of baseball.

Meet with managers at least 5 minutes before game time to go over ground rules.

Take complete charge of the game to which he is assigned.

Insist upon strict adherence of all rules and regulations.

ARTICLE 8 - 
Scheduling Games – The Baseball Director will oversee the drafting of the schedule.  Game schedules will be reviewed with each Athletic Director to insure diamond availability.

In case of rain-outs or tie games terminated by darkness, opposing managers will arrange a make-up by mutual agreement.  If a mutual agreement cannot be reached, the Baseball Director shall have the authorization to reschedule the game.  Managers are encouraged to try and agree mutually upon a make-up date.

If either or both teams fail to appear for the game with 8 players within 15 minutes after the scheduled time, the team or teams shall forfeit.  (If you are going to be late, please notify the opposing manager beforehand unless an emergency arises.)

All league games will be at 5:00 p.m.  (Indiana time) unless arranged and agreed to otherwise.  Saturday games will be announced when the schedule is released.

ARTICLE 9 -
Player Rosters – A team roster, not to exceed eighteen (18) players, and signed Consent & Release Forms will be submitted to the Baseball Director.  It is recommended that every effort be made to fill the eighteen (18) spots so as to give desirous boy(s) a chance to play ball.

Rosters are to include player’s name, name of parents, address, phone, grade and date of birth.

All players must be able to prove their age as certified on the player roster.

A birth certificate or evidence of a school record will suffice as proof.

Any player failing to comply with such a request shall be ruled ineligible and all games he participated in will be considered as forfeits.

Additions may be made to the roster until the end of the first round of league play, so long as the eighteen (18) player limit is not violated.

Players may be added to a team’s roster only with the consent and approval of the Baseball Director.

ARTICLE 10-
Sponsors – If a school chooses a team sponsor can represent a school.  Team sponsors shall represent organizations, clubs, business firms, etc., that are specifically interested in the health and welfare of the youth of your communities.

ARTICLE 11-
Field Decorum – In the best interest of promoting the highest caliber of youth activity in our communities.

Players, managers, coaches and umpires shall conduct themselves as gentlemen at all times.

Players, coaches, managers and umpires shall be the only personnel permitted on the playing field prior to or during the progress of a game.  All players, managers and coaches shall remain in the dugout or on the player benches with the exception of those persons concerned with the play that is in progress.

Players shall not mingle with or sit with spectators in the stands during the progress of a game.

Coach’s boxes are to be occupied at all times by the manager or his designated personnel.

Manager or coaches shall not be permitted to approach an umpire in a loud, boisterous or unruly manner.

The use of tobacco in any form is prohibited on the playing field, dugout or player benches.

The use of drugs or alcohol in any form is prohibited on the playing field, benches, dugouts or any adjoining school properties.

The home team shall occupy the dugout of their choice.

ARTICLE 12-
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Playoffs will be conducted at the end of the regular season league play.  A blind draw will take place at least two weeks before the end of the regular season.

Tournament games at the host school will be officiated by licensed officials furnished by each team.

The final game will be played at Wapahani High School and officiated by licensed umpires paid for by the league.

The home team will furnish at least 3 new game balls for each tournament game, the league will furnish game balls on the final day.

A trophy will be awarded to the East Central Indiana Junior Baseball League Tournament Champions.

ARTICLE 14-
General – Any matter arising in the league or in league affairs of this organization in general which is not expressly dealt with in these rules shall be acted upon by the Baseball Director, who shall at times make his ruling on such matters consistent with organized baseball rules and regulations.

EAST CENTRAL INDIANA JUNIOR BASEBALL 

RULES AND REGULATIONS

RULE 1 
- The playing field – the following shall be recognized dimensions for the diamonds of the East Central Indiana Junior Baseball League.

Bases shall be 90’ apart, forming a 90 degree angle at each intersection.

Pitcher’s plate shall be 60’6” from its front edge to the back edge of home plate.

Outfield fences or other obstruction should be no closer than 250’ from home plate.

Hopefully, all teams will take advantage of using their high school fields to accustom their players with the facilities.

RULE 2 - 
Equipment and Uniforms

Balls – all league games and tournament games are to be played with a high school approved ball.  Home teams are to furnish baseballs for all home league games.

Any baseball bat of regulation size and weight may be used in league play.  (In addition to -3 bats, -5 bats may be used at this age-32”/27oz)

Shoes – all players must wear shoes while participating in league games.

Blunt, steel-spiked shoes are permitted for league play.  Rubber soled or rubber cleated shoes may also be worn in league play.

It is highly desirable but not necessary that all teams wear complete baseball uniforms as those worn in the Major Leagues.

Every player must wear a shirt, long pants or baseball pants, and a baseball cap of some kind.  No player shall be permitted to play in shorts or without a shirt or cap.

Every effort possible must be made on the part of the manager, school, or sponsor to assure uniformity of dress.

Protective batting helmets must be worn by all batters and runners.  Helmets designed for straps must be fastened.

Complete catcher’s equipment must be worn by all catchers.  Managers are urged to recommend some type of plastic or metal cup support, also.  Warm-up catchers are required to wear a protective mask.

RULE 3 -
Pitching Rule – Any team member may pitch, subject to other restrictions of pitching listed herein.

A pitcher will be charged with having pitched an inning when he delivers one pitch to a batter.

Limitations as to the number of innings that a pitcher may pitch shall be as follows:

Pitchers are allowed 10 innings in a 72 hour period.

Violation of any of the pitching rules constitutes the use of an ineligible player, which will automatically result in the forfeiture of the game.

A relief pitcher should be allowed at least 5 but not more than 8 warm up pitches when entering the game.

Managers are reminded all pitching rules are established for the protection of the young players that are so anxious to remain in the game even to the point of permanently injuring an arm.  DON’T DO ANYTHING THAT MIGHT HARM THEM
RULE 4 – Regulation Games

East Central Indiana League Games

Games shall be seven (7) innings in duration.  If the score is tied at that point, they shall continue until a winner is declared or until “called” by the umpire.

Five (5) innings shall constitute a game which is terminated by an umpire due to rain, darkness or other reasons.  If the second team at bat is ahead at the end of four and one half (4 1/2) innings of a game which is terminated by an umpire, a regulation game shall be declared.  Rule book procedures will be followed in all cases.

A game shall end when after four and one half (4 1/2) innings, a team is ten (10) or more runs behind and has completed its turn at bat.

Wednesday double-headers shall be five (5) innings in duration.  If both teams agree, it is encouraged to play two five inning games to give more players the opportunity to develop.

Suspended Games

A suspended regular season game that is not a complete game shall CONTINUE from point of suspension at a later time.

The home plate umpire will meet immediately with both managers to record the exact situations.

Games in progress that are suspended because of rain and are not complete shall be continued from point of suspension at a later time.

Playoffs

A suspended tournament game that is not completed shall be continued from point of suspension at a later time.

The ten (10) run rule will apply to all tournament games.

RULE 5 -  Ground Rules

Each manager will be responsible to go over all ground rules with the opposing manager and umpires prior to each home league game.

RULE 6 -  Substitution



I.H.S.A.A. rules apply

RULE 7 -   Base Running

I.H.S.A.A. rules apply

The umpires’ judgment shall prevail in all cases concerning base running.

LEAGUE RULE:  A GAME MAY BE STARTED AND PLAYED WITH 8 PLAYERS.

*********** EACH HIGH SCHOOL IS GIVEN AN I.H.S.A.A. RULE BOOK AND CASE BOOK.  CHECK WITH YOUR HEAD BASEBALL COACH FOR MORE INFORMATION CONCERNING THESE RULES, SITUATIONS, AND PENALTIES.

Managers, players and fans are to address each other and the umpires in a friendly manner.  Jeering, swearing, uncomplimentary remarks, fights, etc. will result in suspension of person or persons involved.

If offending person is a manager or coach, the games shall be forfeited and the manager shall be suspended for two (2) more games.  Suspension will start the next day.

If offending person is a player, he shall be suspended for the game and the next game.

If offending person is a fan, the player with whom this fan is closely associated with may be removed from the game.

A player that is suspended must report to the Baseball Director with both manager and parent before his next league game.

SUMMARY


The reason behind the push for Middle School baseball in Blackford, Randolph, Jay, Wayne, and Delaware Counties is very simple.  We start these kids in a baseball program at the age of 6 and 7 years of age, but when they reach the age of 13 and 14, we forget about them.  Then when they become freshmen, we hope they are still interested in baseball and expect them to be able to compete at the high school level.  We have to keep these kids active in baseball during these important two (2) years of their life.  The Middle School years are the best to make the transition from the Little League fields to the High School fields with the least amount of pressure.  Middle School baseball can be as fun and competitive as the other sports in which the county schools compete, maybe even more.  Let’s help our kids, as well as our high school coaches, by making the East Central Indiana Baseball highly successful.

EASTCENTRAL INDIANA JUNIOR BASEBALL

