[image: image1.jpg]-

i

omen's

) a4
ofthall i

2

o

eague

www.ewsl.org




Easton Women’s Softball League

2008 By-Laws

I. The name of this organization is:

Easton Women’s Softball League (EWSL)

II. Organization: 

a. The league shall consist of:  President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary.  They shall be referred to as the Executive Board.

b. President or designee shall act as liaison to the Easton Recreation Board.

c. Committees, League Tournaments, All-Star Games, etc.

i. The Executive Board shall be elected every year at a post-season meeting.  (may be voluntary at times)

ii. Protests shall be brought before an outside arbitrator of which will be determined yearly.

iii. Any person(s) interested in running league tournaments and/or All-Star games shall be approved by the Executive Board.

iv. An audit Committee shall be elected by membership annually.

d. Umpire Assigner:  

i. An Assigner shall be appointed each year.

III. Team Representatives:

a. Each team must have a representative and two alternates.  They submit all information to the President.

i. Only Team Representatives shall have a vote on any motion.

ii. A Team Rep. must turn in statistic sheets to appointee.

iii. A Team Rep. will be contacted about league functions.

iv. A Team Rep. must be present at every meeting

IV. Dues & Assessments:

a. The entry fee is…as determined by the Executive Board

i. Includes umpire, equipment, trophy, and playoff fees.

ii. All checks are to be made out to EWSL.

iii. All money collected will be deposited into league account, and payments will be made directly from that account

b. Treasurer’s Report

i. Copies of report will be handed out along with minutes

ii. There will be an annual audit of the Treasurer’s Report
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V. The Season:

a. June through August

i. Playoffs will follow (if needed)

b. Schedules, scorebooks, rulebooks, field assignments, and by-laws/rules will be issued to each team at the last meeting prior to the start of the season.

c. Teams will be notified about schedule changes

d. Balls will be provided at game time.

VI. Rosters:

a. All players must be 16 years of age or older.

b. Rosters must be turned in by the first game and are open--No maximum.

c. Once a player has played for a team, she may not change to another roster unless approved by the Executive Board.  Only one change per player per year.  No releases will be allowed after July 15th.

d. A player cannot play for two different teams in this league at the same time.

e. (Name only) Rosters will be available at the refreshment stand.

VII. Umpires:

a. Umpires will be paid by EWSL.

b. Umpires will be paid only for games started including forfeited games

c. One umpire per game (playoffs—possibly 2)

VIII. Equipment:

a. All players must wear team uniforms.

b. All players must wear proper footwear.  No metal cleats allowed.

IX. Postponements:

a. President or designee will devise a schedule assigning field cancellation responsibility, otherwise umpires will decide on field conditions.

i. The informational hotline is 610-559-7131 or www.EWSL.org.

ii. If you do not hear by 5:00 PM, go to your scheduled field.

b. Postponed games will be rescheduled on pre-designated rain dates.

X. Forfeits:

a. A team may start the game with 9 players

b. All forfeiting teams are fined set umpire + assigner fee.  

c. Once a team reaches three forfeits, they will be dropped from the league.  NO REFUNDS!

-3-

XI. Protests:

a. A protest cannot be made on an umpire’s decision, only on a league rule violation.

i. Protest can only be made by the coach or team rep.

ii. Protest is to be made before the next play of the game.

iii. If protesting team wins the game, the protest is withdrawn

b. A written account of the protest, along with $15.00 should be submitted to the President who will forward it to an outside arbitrator.

i. Money and protest letter should be in separate envelopes marked accordingly.  A time limit will be set.

ii. Use only team numbers to write protests…for example  1 vs. 4.

iii. If you lose your protest, the league retains monies.

c. The umpire assigner will get a written report from the umpire involved in the protest and it will be forwarded to the outside arbitrator as well.

XII. Playoffs:

a. If needed, will be scheduled at the end of the season.

b. The league will supply Umpire(s) and equipment.

XIII. Miscellaneous Items & Responsibilities

a. The City of Easton or its agents is not responsible for injuries.

b. The throwing of equipment warrants ejection by an umpire.

c. Any player ejected is automatically suspended for the next game.  A second ejection results in a 5 game suspension from the league.  An individual fine of $25.00 will be accessed to the player.  Said player cannot play until the fine is paid.  Any player striking another player or umpire is suspended for one year.

d. Although the home team is the official scorer, the away team should keep score as well.  Any discrepancies should be brought to the umpire’s attention immediately.

e. No smoking is permitted on the playing field.

f. No drinking of alcoholic beverages permitted on the playing field, bench areas, or immediate spectator area.  No dogs at Hackett’s Park.

g. The winning team is responsible for turning in the score to the refreshment stand.

h. When a question of eligibility is raised, proof must be shown (photo ID).

i. These by-laws and rules may be added to, amended, or repealed by a two-thirds vote of the member teams present at a meeting and/or by a decree from the Executive Board.
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Easton Women’s Softball League Rules 2008

1. A Pitcher is allowed five warm-up pitches for the first inning only.

2. The Team in the field first must have nine players to begin a game, but when and if another player arrives, that player must be inserted into the line-up at the tenth batting position.  Teams can play with nine players for the entire game and not be forced to take an automatic out at the tenth position in the batting order.  However if a team starts with ten players, and one is unable to continue, an automatic out will be assessed when that player’s turn comes to bat.

3. Games called because of darkness or inclement weather shall begin at the point of play at which it stopped unless considered a complete game.  It is considered a complete game if the home team is ahead after 4 ½ innings or the visiting team is ahead after 5 innings.

4. Extra Hitter(s)… ALL teams may bat their ENTIRE lineup.  The full lineup is to be submitted at the start of the game.  Late players can be added at the END of the order, until you have gone through the lineup--unless they are the 10th player (see ASA rules).  Once your leadoff batter bats a second time, you cannot add additional batters.  However, late-arriving players can be inserted as substitutes.  By batting your entire lineup, if someone cannot bat due to an injury, etc. and there is not a substitute available, you must take an OUT at that batting position.  All of these EHs will fall under the ASA Extra Player rule.  All 11+ on the starting lineup must bat and any 10 of those players may play defense.  The EP/EH(s) may enter a game on defense at any time, but the batting order must remain the same throughout the game.

5. Designated Hitter (DH)…is used in the batting order to hit for any one starting player and anyone substituted for that player.  The DH only bats!  She cannot play in the field, and conversely, the player she is batting for cannot bat.  A DH is locked into the batting order and can re-enter once.

6. Courtesy Runner…must be agreed upon by both team managers at the outset of the game.  The courtesy runner shall be the one who physically made the last out.  A courtesy runner whose turn comes while she is on base will be out.  She will be removed from the base and come to bat.

7. Mat & Plate Strike Zone…anything striking the mat or plate (with required arc) is a strike.

8. No Stealing (in contrast to ASA code, Rule 8, Section 4 F)

9. Games will start promptly at scheduled times.  (No grace period)

10. Ten Run Rule…after 5 innings or 4 ½ innings if the home team is winning.  (20 after 3 innings, 15 after 4 innings, as per ASA)

11. Trophies will be awarded to the top teams in each division

12. Umpires will be instructed to enforce ASA rule 10, section 9 regarding VIOLATION & PENALTIES.  This league will not tolerate discriminatory remarks.

13. The Executive Board may also invoke further disciplinary action.

14. ASA rulebook governs, unless otherwise stated above.

