PLAYING RULES

  

Foreword – Official Rules

The Sporting News Edition of the Official Baseball Rules (Completely revised) as released through the Office of the Commissioner of Baseball have been adopted as official with the exception of the variations contained in the GABI rules and Rules and Regulations of the National Organization(s) GABI’s sub-leagues have affiliated with for the year or modifications contained herein.

The manager and/or head coach have the sole responsibility to know the rules at the local and national level of play.

Section 1 – The League

A. Each GABI sub-league will be part of GABI of Garland, Texas and will operate in accordance with the guidelines and rules established by the Executive Board of GABI.

B. The sub-leagues shall be established in age groupings as defined below:

a. 5 and 6 years old


b. 7 and 8 years old

c. 9 and 10 years old


d. 11 and 12 years old

e. 13 and 14 years old


f. 15 through 18 years old

C. Playing age determined as of July 31st. 
D. Each GABI sub-league shall consist of one or more divisions consisting of a minimum of four teams per division. The decision on the number of divisions and the teams within the division will be made by each GABI sub-league commissioner, with Executive Board approval.

E. GABI will apply for membership with nationally approved baseball organizations prior to May 1 of each year.

F. GABI will provide secondary or supplemental accident insurance coverage for the players and coaches who participate in GABI  league play, or any tournament play.

G. GABI will provide liability insurance of at least $1,000,000 listing the national organizations and the City of Garland as additionally insured.

  
Section 2 - Teams

A. The number of players per team for each sub-league is 12 to 15 except 15 to 18 year olds which is a minimum of 12 and a maximum of 18.

B. Unassigned players or late signing players may be assigned to a team after the player draft at the discretion of the appropriate GABI sub-league commissioner.

C. The initial team roster will be turned into the appropriate GABI sub-league commissioner no later than one week prior to the player tryouts.  The T-ball and Coach pitch leagues do not have tryouts, therefore, the initial roster will be turned into the appropriate GABI sub-league commissioner one week prior to the player assignment meeting.  This rule is applicable to the 15 years and older leagues only if more than one team is to be fielded.

D. After each GABI sub-league player draft or assignment meeting, any changes to any roster must be given to the appropriate GABI sub-league commissioner within forty-eight hours of the change.  This notification must be in the form of a league team roster as of the date of the change.

  

Section 3 – Legal Players 
A. No GABI league player may participate in a game prior to being approved by the appropriate GABI sub-league commissioner.  For a player to be approved, the GABI sub-league commissioner must have a signed application, a copy of their birth certificate, all outstanding fees or all other monies must have been paid or arrangements made to pay said fees and the official roster must list the player.  (A player who participates without being approved will be considered as an ineligible player) 
B. GABI sub-league players of the proper age whose residence is not within the approved GABI league boundaries of any National Organization(s) shall be considered as legal for league competition only after approval has been granted by the GABI Executive Board.  Players and parents will be required to sign an Out-of-Boundaries form advising them that they are ineligible for tournament play.  It is the responsibility of the team manager and sub-league commissioner to ensure this form is signed. 
  
Section 4 – Boundaries

A. The established boundaries for GABI are as indicated by the affiliated National Organizations.

  

Section 5 – Team Formation (9 through 18 years old) 
Managers are permitted to completely build their teams prior to the player draft based on the following criteria: 
  
A. A complete team will consist of a minimum of twelve eligible players.

B. Team rosters, player applications, birth certificates and all fees are due at the coaches meeting held a minimum of one week prior to the player tryouts.  The time and place of the meeting will be announced at the Coaches meeting held in December.  Any fee not paid at the time of submission of team rosters can result in a change to the roster.

C. All coaches who plan to return as coaches must acknowledge their intent to the sub-league commissioner at the DECEMBER coach’s meeting or at the latest JANUARY 8th.                                           

D. Team names will be offered on a seniority basis as follows:

a. Returning head coaches retain their teams.

b. Returning first assistant coaches who would like to become the head coach of the team if current head coach does not return to the team.

c. Returning assistant coaches who would like to become the head coach of the team if current head coach and first assistant do not return to the team.

d. Coaches from a lower league moving up.

e. Coaches from outside the league.

f. No exact duplicate team names will be allowed within a sub-league.                                                                                                                                                           

E. All managers and assistant coaches must fill out and sign the proper paperwork each season.                                                                                                                                                            
F. It is the responsibility of the team manager to contact each returning player to determine their playing

a. status for the upcoming playing season. Failure to contact the player or players may result in a change

b. to the official roster or discipline to the team manager.

  

Section 6 – Types of Players

A. Returning players - Any player returning to the same GABI sub-league shall be assigned to the same team of which he was a member the previous year. Unless a release letter has been received by the sub league commissioner by JANUARY 15th.        

B. Drafted Player 

1. Drafted players are those players who participate in the player’s tryout and who are selected to a team during the sub-league’s player’s draft. 

2. Players who are participating in a High School baseball program shall be considered as having

i. participated in the player’s tryout and will be eligible for selection in the player’s draft

ii. provided they have turned in an application prior to player tryouts.  These players will not be

iii. allowed to participate in any tryouts, team meetings, practices or games until they are released

iv. by their High School coach or until the University Interscholastic League (UIL) established

v. district certification dates.

C. Assigned Players

1. Assigned players are those players who do not participate in the player’s tryout or who are not selected to a team during the player’s draft.

2. Assigned players will be assigned to those teams who wish to participate in a specific draw for that player. If no team wishes to participate, the player will be assigned to a team by the GABI sub-league commissioner.     

D. Selected Players

1. Players selected to a team with out going through try-outs.

2. Players selected to a team after going through try-outs ( all paper work and money must be in commissioners  hands by the time the draft is held ).

3. Exceptions will be those players who wish to change teams from the previous year in the same sub-league----these players must follow the release rule as well as the try-out rule in Section 7C.  

  
  
Section 7 – Player’s Tryouts 
A. Only those player candidates who are of legal age and who will be eligible to play in the appropriate GABI sub-league in the current playing season may participate in the GABI sub-league player tryout.  All player candidates must have a current year player application form completed and signed by at least one parent or legal guardian to be eligible to participate in the sub-league’s tryouts.

B. Players listed on an official team roster shall not be required to tryout.

C. Any returning player who does not wish to play for the same team for which they were a member the previous year in the same sub-league, must have a parent or guardian notify the sub-league commissioner in writing prior to JANUARY 15th, to be eligible to move teams.  Notification after JANUARY 15th, requires the player to participate in tryouts and the player draft. 
D. The tryouts will be conducted on a first-come first-serve method.  Each player candidate will have the opportunity to bat, run, field and throw.  Player candidates who are unable to participate, may make an appearance on the field to fulfill the obligation to participate.  Only those players who participate in the player tryout and High School baseball players will be considered in the player’s draft.  The T-ball and Coach pitch sub-leagues will not conduct player tryouts.

E. It is the responsibility of the appropriate GABI sub-league commissioner to provide adequate notification to player candidates and team members of the time and place of the player tryout.

F. It is the responsibility of the team manager to be represented at the tryout.  If they wish to grade or rate the player candidate, other team managers or board members will be under no obligation to share player information with any team manager.

G. The player’s application and fees are required prior to tryouts.  Sub-league commissioners are responsible for follow-up with team managers to ensure all tryout players have paid their fees.

  

Section 8 – Player’s Draft 
The GABI T-ball and Coach pitch sub-leagues will not conduct a player draft but will hold a player’s assignment meeting.  The GABI 15 years and older sub-league will hold a player’s draft only if the commissioner deems it necessary along with the executive committee.

  

A. Player’s draft may be conducted once the tryouts are complete and the GABI sub-league commissioner has verified the official team rosters.

B. The GABI sub-league commissioner is responsible for notifying all team managers as to the time and place of the player’s draft before the conclusion of the player’s tryout.

C. The GABI sub-league commissioner shall report to all team managers the number of players on each team.  Each team has the right to contest the roster of another team prior to the start of the player’s draft.  When all rosters are declared as valid the sub-league player’s draft may begin.

D. All teams will be represented in the player’s draft by not more than three persons.  Before the draft is allowed to begin, each team will designate their team representative or representatives.  A team which is not represented in the player’s draft shall have a representative who is not actively involved in the sub-league as a manager or coach appointed by the player’s draft committee supervisor conducting the draft.

E. Before the draft begins, the maximum number of players allowed for each team will be ten ( 10 ) players.  If a team starts with the maximum number of players the team representative will not be allowed to participate in the draft until all teams have an equal number of players ( 10 ) on the roster.  Likewise, when a team’s roster reaches twelve ( 12 ) players during the draft the team representative will no longer be allowed to participate in the draft until all teams have an equal number of players ( 12 ) on the roster.  After all team rosters have reached twelve ( 12 ) players all the teams will be allowed to participate in the draft until their respective team rosters have the maximum number of players ( 15 ).  When a team’s roster reaches the maximum number of players ( 15 ) the team representative will no longer be able to participate in the draft.

F. The GABI sub-league player’s draft shall be conducted by means of round robin style draft.  Order of selection will be determined by a draw prior to the beginning of the sub-league’s player draft.

a. The first round will start with the number one drafter.

b. The drafting order will be reversed in each succeeding round.

c. Each team must participate in each draft round unless it is ineligible due to its roster size.

  
  
Section 9 – Draft Trades 
Only team managers are allowed to make trades.  Assistant coaches will not be allowed to trade any players for any reason.

  

A. Player trades may be made after the player’s draft and after any subsequent player assignment meetings provided:

a. No individual involved in the trade directly or indirectly has left the meeting area.

b. All managers involved in the trade and the GABI sub-league commissioner agree to the trade.

B. Player trades may not be made after the team has played in their first game ( tournament or regular season ).

C. Player trades may be made after the player’s draft and before the first game provided:

a. All parents who have children involved in the trade agree in writing.

b. All team managers who are involved in the trade agree in writing.

D. All trades must meet the approval of the GABI sub-league commissioner.

E. All modifications to the team roster will be reported to the sub-league commissioner within forty eight ( 48 ) hours.

  

Section 10 – Miscellaneous 
A. Player applications received after the player’s tryouts and before the GABI sub-league cutoff date of

B. March 15th or one week prior to the first scheduled regular season game within each sub-league will be assigned to teams by the sub-league’s commissioner in accordance with the rules set forth herein.

C. Brothers or members of the same household shall be  regarded as follows:

a. Players who have a brother or member of the same household on a GABI sub-league team will be assigned to that team unless parents request in writing for these players to be on separate teams.

b. Brothers or members of the same household who are new players to the GABI sub-league who

c. participate in the player try-out will be drafted by the same team at the same time ( this counts

d. as two players on roster and in drafting ).

D. Refunds of registration fees will not be made after the first game ( tournament or regular season )

E. $25.00 fee will be charged for any returned check.

F. Unpaid returned checks will be filed with the proper authorities for collection.

G. No players shall be added to a team roster after MAY 1st. ( this does not apply to 15 and above ).

  

Section 11 – Equipment 
A. Metal cleated baseball shoes are permitted for players 13 and older.  Rubber soles or rubber/plastic cleated baseball shoes are permitted in all sub-leagues.  Alteration of metal or plastic cleats, such as sharpening, which might make them dangerous to the participants is specifically prohibited.

B. Only NOCSAE approved equipment will be used.

C. Use of protective headgear not approved by GABI or headgear which has been modified by alteration shall result in immediate suspension of the game until the situation is corrected and can result in disciplinary action against the manager or coach.

D. All players, 9 years old and above, are required to wear a protective cup with a cup-style supporter. ( recommended for all ages ) 
E. Baseball uniforms required in each GABI sub-league will include shirts, pants, caps and socks.  All players will be dressed consistently on the team.  All players except for the catcher will be required to wear caps while playing defense.  Slacks or shorts will not be allowed.  When sponsor’s names are printed on the uniform shirt the letters should be limited to two inches high.

  

Section 12 – Playing Rules 
A. The official playing rules with the exceptions and variations contained in this document will be the Sporting News Edition of the current playing edition of the Official Baseball Rules completely revised as released through the office of the Commissioner of Baseball.

a. The rules will be consistent with the Rules and Regulations of the National organization or organizations with which each GABI sub-league is affiliated as published for the current playing season.

b. These rules govern only regular season play.  Tournament play will be governed by the rules established by the sponsoring authority.

B. When a substitute is made for another player, the scorekeeper must be notified at the time of the substitution.  The scorekeeper will determine if the substitution is legal.  The batting order cannot be changed from the starting batting order except as noted in previous rules regarding injuries, sickness, etc.

C. A game may be started, played or finished with either one or both teams having only eight players.  The ninth position in the batting order will be recorded as an automatic out each time it comes up in the rotation of the batting order.

D. Courtesy runners may be used in ages nine and older for the active pitchers and catchers.  The courtesy runner may be anyone on the team who is not listed as an active player on the score book. ( this player may only be used once per inning )

E. An extra hitter (EH) may be used.  The EH can be substituted the same as a position player. 
F. You must play the whole game the same way you start it in regards to the EH. 
  
Section 13 – Pitching Rules 
A. The official scorekeeper will keep all pitching records.

B. Each team manager is responsible for keeping a record of pitching for his individual team members and for verifying the accuracy of the official scorekeeper’s records by signing the score book within fifteen minutes after the end of the game.

C. If a coach’s records are found to be inaccurate the coach will be suspended for the next two games( regularly scheduled or rainout make-ups ).

D. This applies to sub-leagues playing on more than one field.

E. All pitching substitutions must be reported to the scorekeeper prior to the first pitch.

F. Pitchers in violation of any of the pitching rules will be removed from the mound for the remainder of

G. that game but may continue to play at another position. The head coach will be removed from the current

H. game and suspended from the next two games including both regular scheduled and make-up games.

  

Section 14 – Length of Games 
A. A regulation length GABI sub-league game shall be defined by the following limits.  No inning shall start after the time shown below has been exceeded from the official starting time if a winner exists.  If a game is tied an additional inning will be allowed to determine a winner.  If the game is still tied at the end of the additional inning, the game will be declared a tie.

a. T-ball – one hour

b. Coach pitch – one hour and thirty minutes

c. 9 and 10’s – one hour and thirty minutes

d. 11 and 12’s – one hour and thirty minutes

e. 13 and 14’s –   one hour and forty  minutes

f. 15 and older – one hour and fifty minutes

B. If a team is leading its opponent by the number of runs listed below after the number of innings shown the game shall be terminated and the team with the lead shall be declared the winner.

a. 9 and older – three innings or two and one-half if home team ahead ** 12 runs **

C. 9 and older – four innings or three and one-half if home team ahead ** 10 runs **

D. 9 and older – five innings or four and one-half if home team ahead **8 runs **

E. In lower flights 9 through 12 each team may exercise free substitution and bat the bench. The must play rule is still enforced.

F. In lower flights 9 through 12 – 5 run limit per inning for the first four innings, subsequent innings are open.

G. Coach pitch – four innings or three and one-half if home team ahead ** 10 runs **

H. T-ball – five innings or four and one-half if home team ahead ** 10 runs **

  

Section 15 – Schedule and Practice Sessions 
a. Practice sessions shall not begin until GABI has secured the proper insurance for the players, managers and coaches.

B. Scheduling of practice sessions on the GABI sub-league fields will be the responsibility of the GABI sub-league commissioner.  No team is allowed to practice on the field without obtaining prior approval.  Practice time is earned, hour for hour, with work done on the field beginning December 1st, for spring season --- August 1st, for fall season.

C. Hours worked are accumulated by working on fields, buildings, try-outs, tournaments, etc. at any GABI

a. field with adult workers ( kids by commissioner’s approval ).                                    

D. Work hours are counted for one team or split between two—no duplication of hours.                                                                  

E. Scheduling of pre-season, regular season, makeup and post-season games will be the responsibility of the GABI sub-league commissioner with approval of the 1st Vice President. ( will be on some sort of computer program and put on the web site )

F. Each manager will receive an exception form to be filled out ( by turn in date ) before the schedule will be completed.

G. Rain-out games will be rescheduled on the 1st available date taking into account the exception forms and GABI tournament schedules. ( teams being uncooperative will be subject to forfeit )

H. The criteria to re-schedule a game other than for a rainout will be four or more players unavailable due to a verifiable school or church activity.  Verification must be in writing on school or church letterhead.  Notice must be given 2 weeks in advance. 
I. If a split season is used , the 1st half will be used for seeding/pairing. The 2nd half records will start at 0-0-0 for all teams. 
J. All schedules will be done one week prior to first scheduled regular season game in each sub-league. 
  
Section 16 – Umpires 
A. The GABI executive board will be responsible for acquiring and securing an umpire group to be used to umpire each GABI sub-league game.

B. All GABI sub-league games except for T-ball and Coach Pitch will have at least two umpires.

C. No GABI sub-league manager or coach will be allowed to umpire a GABI sub-league game if either of the opposing teams is in the same flight as the team they manage or coach ( or anyone on their team ).

D. No GABI member will be allowed to umpire a GABI sub-league game if that member has a child or family member participating on that coach’s team in any flight or sub-league.

E. GABI will require the Umpire Association to do criminal background checks on Umpires assigned to GABI.

F. All umpires will be required to sign ( readable ) a game sheet at the corresponding concession stand in order to get paid for game. ( this must be done prior to game – if late time must be listed )

  

Section 17 – Scorekeepers 
A. The official scorekeeper will be the official timekeeper, ( if there is a game clock ) and will denote on the scorebook.  The umpire in charge will be the official timekeeper if there is no game clock. 
B. The official scorekeeper will record at bats, hits, runs, errors, strike-outs, base-on-balls, innings pitched in by each player and any other pertinent information required to provide a record of the game.

C. The official scorekeeper will prepare game reports as required by the GABI statistician.

D. The official scorekeeper will notify the GABI sub-league commissioner with-in 24 hours after the conclusion of the game if a team fails to play all of its players as required or if any manager, coach or player was ejected.

E. The official scorekeeper will have the official lineup and batting order for each team.  It is the manager’s responsibility to make legal substitutions and to keep his batting order straight.

F. Coach’s must provide line-ups in triplicate form with copies going to opposing team and scorekeeper. ( these are not to be returned )

G. The official scorekeeper for T-ball, Coach pitch and high school age sub-league games will be done by the home team.

H. 9 years old and above, the scorekeeper will announce the game at facilities equipped with the announcing systems.

I. Responsible to clean the press box after each game. 
J. Scorekeepers not doing their job ( or not being on time ) will be subject to removal without pay. 
K. Must notify Treasurer at the completion of the day’s games if any umpire late or no shows. 
  
Section 18 – Managers and Coaches 
A. All GABI sub-league managers and their coaches will be selected and approved in accordance with the Bylaws and Playing Rules of GABI.

B. All GABI sub-league managers and their coaches dress and conduct will be in accordance with the rules outlined in the GABI Bylaws.

C. The head coach ( manager ) has the sole responsibility to know the rules at the local and national level of play.

  

Section 19 – Penalties 
A. Adults or players who fail to comply with the rules of GABI will be subject to disciplinary action outlined in these Rules and Bylaws.

B. A team failing to field at least eight uniformed players by the scheduled starting time of a game will forfeit the game.

C. Penalty for use of an ineligible player will be the same as the Pony Rules and Regulations with the exception that the player is not automatically removed from the next game.

D. Penalty for use of an illegal player is automatic dismissal of the manager for one year.

E. Illegal equipment will be removed from the game before any play is allowed to begin or continue.

F. Participants who refuse to remove illegal equipment will be removed from the game.

G. In the event a player is ill or has left the park area, the team will not be penalized with an out in that player’s batting position as long as there are nine or more players still active in the game.

  

Section 20 – The Must Play Rule 
A. This rule is not applicable to 13 and older, however, in these sub-leagues every effort should be made to play each player at least one inning per game.

B. Each and every 5 through 12 year old sub-league player who meets the requirements of attendance and conduct as stipulated by his team manager ( in writing to each player and parent )  at the beginning of the playing season must at a minimum meet the participation rules.

C. The participation rules must be met for each game, both regularly scheduled and makeup.

D. Excluded players must be so indicated by the team manager before the scheduled starting time of each game and a specific reason for such exclusion shall be given to the scorekeeper in writing.  A notation on the team lineup card will be sufficient.

E. To participate shall mean:

a. Playing three complete continuous defensive outs

b. Completing one time at bat with no count on the player when he advances to bat.

c. A completed time at bat shall mean the player has reached first base safely or the player has been called out by the umpire.

F. Should an eligible player not comply with either portion of the must play rule, he or she will play the next 2 regularly scheduled or makeup games without substitution.  Should an eligible player not comply with either portion of the must play rule a second time, they will play the entire next 3 games. 
G. Should an eligible player not comply with one-half of the must play rule (complete one time at bat or play three defensive outs) he will play the other one-half of the rule plus at least one time at bat and three defensive outs of the next regularly scheduled or makeup game before substitution.

H. The failure to comply with the must play rule will result in the following penalty for the team manager taken by the  sub-league commissioner.

a. For the first offense, the automatic suspension of the team manager for the next game, whether regularly scheduled or makeup. 
b. For the second offense, automatic dismissal of the team manager for the remainder of the season.  The team manager shall have the right to appeal to the Commissioners Board. 
I. The next game will be the next scheduled or makeup game the player is available to play.

J. Any team manager having continuous disciplinary or absentee problems with any player or players shall report the nature of those problems to the GABI sub-league commissioner in writing.  The reports shall be reviewed by the GABI sub-league commissioner and in his judgment he may either elect to call the parents of the player or players in order to rectify the problem or he may refer the report along with his recommendation to the GABI commissioners board for further action.

K. The determination of whether the must play rule has been violated will be made from the official scorekeeper’s record and testimony.

L. The official scorekeeper is to notify the sub-league commissioner within twenty four hours of any failure to comply with the must play rule by any team manager.

  

Section 21 – No Malicious Contact 
Due to the young ages of the T-ball and Coach pitch players, the umpire should base his decision specifically on how he viewed the play.  In these sub-league games the umpire has an option to declare an out and to issue a warning to the team manager for situations in which contact was judged to have been intentional.  Care should be taken to the ejection of one of these sub-league players from the game, however, a base runner who intentionally makes contact as defined below shall be removed from the game.

9 years old and above. 
A. No malicious contact as outlined by GABI shall be enforced by the judgment of the umpire or umpires and will not be a basis for protest of the game.

B. When there is a play at second, third or home, a player must make an effort to avoid malicious contact with the defensive player.  Failure of the base runner to make an effort to avoid malicious contact in the umpire’s judgment will result in the removal of the base runner for the remainder of the game.  If in doubt, slide. 
  
Section 22 – Post-season Tournament Teams Selection 
This rule is not applicable to the 15 years old and above sub-league.

A. Post-season tournament teams which are fielded within GABI sub-leagues are representative of GABI.  As such, they are subject to both the support and discipline of the GABI Executive Committee.

B. To be eligible to participate on a post-season tournament team a player must meet the requirements set forth by the national organization. 
C. The selection of Pony post-season tournament team manager will be based on regular season standings in the GABI sub-league or the nomination of the GABI commissioner with Executive Board approval. 
D. The GABI sub-league post-season tournament assistant coaches for each team will be selected from active coaches within the sub-league with the approval of the commissioner and executive board.                          

E. All rules concerning conduct, sportsmanship and representation of GABI are applicable to all post-season tournament team participation.     

F. The head coach (manager) is responsible for obtaining all roster releases and additions required from the tournament affiliate.

G. Tournament teams entering Pony tournament play must commit to no other tournament that will cause a conflict with completing the Pony tournament process.

  

Section 23 – Unsportsmanlike Conduct 
A. Unsportsmanlike conduct by GABI sub-league team managers, coaches, players or fans will not be tolerated.

B. If any GABI sub-league manager, coach or player is ejected from a game they will immediately go to the parking lot area.  Failure to do so will result in an additional game suspension.  A spectator ejected must go to the parking lot area immediately.  If they (coach or fan) fail to do so after one warning from the umpire, the game will end in forfeit.

C. GABI team managers shall be responsible for the conduct of their assistant coaches, players and fans at all times.  Normal excitement and involvement in the games is encouraged. If a problem arises during a game the umpire will have complete discretion to warn or eject any individual or if necessary to forfeit the game.

  

Section 24 – T-ball Playing Rules 
A. During the 1st  half of the season, a manager may adjust the height/position of the tee in the batter’s box.

B. During the second half of the season the coach will not adjust the tee or position the batter in any manner—he may ask the umpire to adjust the tee.

C. Two ( 2 ) defensive coaches are allowed during the 1st half of the season and must be stationed in foul territory at least 15ft beyond the baseline.

D. One ( 1 ) base advancement per infield error.

E. There is a 5 run limit per inning for the first 4 innings ( no accumulating runs ).

F. The 5th inning will have a 10 run limit.

G. Game is over when it is impossible for one team to catch up after 5 innings or 6 innings completed or time has run out.

H. Sporting News Rules will apply except for the GABI amended rules.

a. No player will be allowed to sit out 2 consecutive innings.

b. Ten defensive players will be used with the 10th player positioned in the outfield and all

c. outfielders must be at least 15ft beyond the baseline.

d. No defensive player will be positioned any closer than 35ft from home plate until the ball is hit.

e. The ball will be hit off a batting tee positioned on top of home plate.

f. The pitcher will remain in contact with the pitching rubber until ball is hit by the batter.

g. The pitcher must go through the pitching motion before the batter swings.

h. The batter will not be allowed to measure up the ball after the pitcher has made their pitching motion. 

i. Penalty—strike called.

j. Batter is allowed 3 strikes. A foul ball on 3rd strike-batter out. Hitting rubber part of tee without hitting

k. the ball—strike called.

l. Tight bases—any runner leaving the base before ball is hit will be called out.

m. One offensive and one defensive time out will be allowed per half inning.

n. Any runner that does not make an attempt to return to a missed base will be called out upon appeal of opposing coach. Once play has ceased/dead a runner may not retouch a missed base.

o. The umpire will have the discretion to call a batter out if in his judgment the bat is thrown with excessive force.

p. A player who refuses to bat will have an out charged in their batting position.

q. A player who leaves the field because of illness etc. will not have an out charged in their position if 9 or more players remain.

r. The teams will bat the entire line-up of players present.

s. No butting allowed. Penalty—strike will be called and play is dead.

t. No infield fly rule.

u. No protest on judgment calls.

v. Protest must be made immediately before play is resumed and under no condition will one be allowed after play resumes.

w. Catchers are required to wear catchers helmet ( must cover whole head ), mask, throat guard, and chest protector.

x. Cups are recommended for all players.

y. Chinstraps are recommended for all batting helmets.

z. No spectator will be allowed past the line of the back of the dug-out and continuing all the way down the baseline. The Executive Board may extend this distance as it deems necessary for the coaches and umpires to do their jobs.

aa. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their team and fans.

ab. Four coaches are allowed on the field ( this includes the dug-out ).

  

Section 25 – Coach Pitch Playing Rules 
A. Sporting News Rules and/or Pony Baseball Rules will apply except for the GABI amended rules.

a. Coach-pitcher must remain in contact with the pitching rubber while pitching.

b. Coach-pitcher must throw overhand and will not kneel or pitch from one or two knees.

c. If a batted ball hits the coach-pitcher the ball is dead and a strike will be called and no runner will be allowed to advance.

d. If a thrown ball hits the coach-pitcher in fair territory the ball is dead and the lead runner will be called out. ( coach-pitcher must make an attempt to get out of the way of a thrown ball while in foul territory ).

e. The coach-pitcher will not be allowed to direct their team in any way at all while they are on offense. This includes other coaches and players. This will include any talking, jesters, hand signals, motions, etc.

f. The player fielding the pitchers position will always take the position to the rear of the pitching rubber and to the left or right side of the coach-pitcher.

g. No butting allowed. Penalty—strike will be called and play is dead.

h. Tight bases—any runner leaving the base before the ball is hit will be called out.

i. Play is dead when the ball is in the hands of an infielder and in the judgment of the umpire all play has ceased and calls time-out.

j. Batter will be called out when failing to hit a fair ball after 6 pitches.

k. Batter will be called out when there is 3 strikes before the 6th pitch.

l. Missed swings and foul balls are counted as strikes.

m. Batter is not out on a foul unless it is also the 6th pitch.

n. If a player refuses to bat an out will be charged in their batting position.

o. If a player leaves the field for sickness, etc. and the team has at least 9 players left in the order then no out will be charged.

p. The teams will bat the entire line-up of players present.

q. Ten ( 10 ) players will be used on defense with the 10th player positioned in the out field.

r. All outfielders will be positioned at least 15ft behind the baseball.

s. One ( 1 ) offensive and defensive time-out will be allowed per half inning.

B. There is a 5 run limit per inning for the first 5 innings ( no accumulating runs ).

C. The 6th inning will be open.

D. Game is over when it is impossible for one team to catch up after 4 innings, 6 innings completed or time has expired.

E. Four ( 4 ) coaches will be allowed on the field ( this includes the dug-out ) during the game.

F. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their team and fans at all times.

G. No protest on judgment calls.

H. Protests must be made immediately before play is resumed and under no condition will one be allowed after play resumes.

I. No infield fly rule.

Section 26 – Final Standing Tie-Breaker Rules 
If there is a tie in the final standing for the first two positions of any sub-league the following tie-breakers will be in effect.

A. A tie-between two teams.  The first tie-breaker will be head-to-head competition. The second tie-breaker will be a one game playoff.

B. A tie between three teams. The first tie-breaker will be head to head competition. The second tie-breaker will be a playoff. Positions will be determined by a random drawing.

C. Section 27 – Fall Ball Rules 
a. Free substitution

b. Pitchers pitch 6 outs in the 9-12 divisions and 9 outs in the 13 and older divisions.

D. Time limits as per regular season.  Dead stop at end of time.                                                                  

E. Play entire time length. No run rule.

F. Bat entire roster.

G. Uniforms do not have to match.

H. All players must fall into proper age category for each league the team will be playing the following spring.

I. Five run rule limit per each inning. No accumulating or open innings.

J. Eight games are to be played unless weather does not allow. Failure of a team to show up will not be rescheduled.

K. Roster size should be at least 12. coach’s choice beyond 12.

L. Coaches are allowed to borrow players from any other team within that sub-league or age to have 6 to 9 at the game.

M. Play with what is available—6 or better.

N. All players must have medical release signed and birth certificate on file with sub-league commissioner.

O. All coaches must have coach’s application and code of conduct (signed) on file.

P. All coaches will have background checks turned in.

Q. Both teams for first games must prepare the fields for play.

R. Both teams for last game will shut down the fields --- bases up, field raked, gates locked, and lights off.

S. All money must be turned in by first game or your team does not play.

T. $25.00 fee for all returned checks.

U. No refund for un-played games due to weather or no shows.

V. Commissioners are responsible for notification of rain-outs and make-ups to all parties (teams, umpires, concessions, etc.)

W. The league does not keep track of scores or standings.

X. No chaulking of the field.

Y. Fall ball is intended to be a relaxed instructional part of the season.

End of Garland Amateur Baseball Inc. (GABI)  Playing Rules as adopted October 15, 2003.

