    Principles for Players and Coaches of Gateway Hockey Club

I. Gateway Hockey Players and Coaches will always promote and protect their traditionally exciting brand of ice hockey, of which its participants and fans will always be proud to be a part. Gator Ice Hockey is a high-energy and aggressive yet extremely Team-oriented style of play that will be successful based on a small number of key ingredients:

a. Respect for and pride in ourselves, our Teammates and all other participants and fans of the sport whether in competition or in practice.

b. Respect for each member’s contribution in building the tradition of excellence in our Club, whether on the ice or off.
c. Respect for the winning edge that will be created by an exceptional work ethic, unselfish behavior, close Teamwork and strong support of the puck carrier.
II. Gateway Hockey Players will be supportive of their Team and unselfish both on and off-ice. Effort and contribution to the Team by any one Player will be recognized and applauded by all Players. Mistakes by any Player will be met by all Players with support and confidence that the mistake will be corrected and that the erring Player will learn and work to improve his performance in order to best help his Teammates succeed.
III. Gateway Hockey Coaches will be supportive of their Players and set a proper example at all times both on and off-ice. Coaches will continuously strive to create an ideal environment for Players to learn not only the game, but how to interact with others in the greater community. Coaches are entrusted to ensure that the Club is seen at all times as the best place for youths to learn and achieve their dream of becoming the best hockey Player they can be. Individual Player improvement and achievement will be positively addressed and shared with all, while individual Player mistakes or challenges will be positively addressed and corrected in private. Those mistakes made through a Player’s level of effort exceeding his current skills or experience will be encouraged and applauded so that Players don’t need to worry about making mistakes because they tried to learn to get to the next level of performance. 
IV. Gateway Players and Coaches will be known for their good sportsmanship and class behavior at all times. Trash talking, degrading and foul language, or other inappropriate acts will always be unacceptable regardless of the situation. This type of behavior is a clear sign of anxiety and a lack of confidence that winning is inevitable based on our skills, our work ethic and Teamwork alone. If we treat an opponent in this way believing it will put him at a disadvantage, we have by definition acknowledged that we will be susceptible to the same simpleminded tactic. Winning will always be an important consideration, but only if accomplished by adhering to the principles we hold dear.
V. Players and Coaches will acknowledge that honoring these rules of conduct at all times is rightfully expected in keeping with the highest tradition of Gateway Hockey and that these high standards will guide their actions in any situation in which Gateway Hockey might be directly or indirectly represented.
