GSA Parent/Guardian Commitment


Gaithersburg Sports Association, Inc. is an all-volunteer youth sports organization that for almost 50 years has been committed to providing youngsters 8 to18 with unequalled play experiences that are fun, competitive and character-building.  GSA's success, however, depends upon: 1) parent/guardian involvement and support of the program, and 2) adherence to rules governing games and the GSA program.  By registering your child in GSA, and as a condition of his or her continued participation, you, as parent or guardian, commit to the following:
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1.  Fundraising:  Each parental unit (2 adults) is required to work in the snack bar/concession stand at one of the City parks (Kelly, Morris, Robertson) during the period from March 15 to August 1 for a minimum 4 hour shift, as assigned by the team manager or his or her designee.  No minors are allowed in the snack bars at any time.  Each player is required to participate in the annual candy sales program.  Additional parental/guardian duties may be required of parents/guardians of players on select teams.

2.  Uniforms and Equipment:  Intramural players are allowed to keep hats, shirts and socks.  Parents/guardians must supply all-white baseball pants.  No player is permitted to alter his or her uniform in any way or to put his or her name on the uniform.  Only GSA supplied batting helmets are allowed in games or practices.  The GSA Equipment Director must approve all catcher equipment that is not provided by GSA, in writing and in advance.  Consult the GSA Rules and Regulations, including NFHS Rules, for further equipment, safety and uniform rules. 

3.  Transportation:  Parents/guardians are solely responsible for transporting players to and from practices and games, on time.  Coaches are not permitted to provide transportation except occasionally for a player that may live in the coach's neighborhood.  All players must be picked up promptly at the conclusion of each practice or game.  

4.   Other Activities:  Player commitment to his or her team and teammates means that no player may play on any other organized team, other than on an official school team, without the prior written approval of the GSA baseball director. This particularly includes the MCBA teams sponsored by other associations or other independent MCBA teams.  

5.  Miscellaneous.  Good sportsmanship and respect for the game are essential to the player experience and required of all parents, players and spectators at all times.  Respect for the umpires, coaches, players, including opponents, program officials and other spectators is a condition of participation in the program.  Because pets disturb games and spectators and present a potential safety issue, GSA rules prohibit parents or family members from bringing pets to games or practices.  Safety comes first, and the GSA Safety Memo, posted on the GSA website, must be read by every parent/guardian and explained to their player.  Every parent/guardian should also read and understand the GSA Rules and Regulations, as they are amended from time to time.  

6.  No coach or parent is permitted to smoke at practices or games.

~Failure to adhere to any aspect of this Commitment or the GSA Rules can result in, among other sanctions, removal of the player or parent/guardian from a game or the program.  We ask for your understanding of the importance of this Commitment and your adherence to it, to ensure a safe, fun and rewarding experience for everyone.~
