Mites Take 1st at York

The Harford North Stars Mite hockey team traveled to York, PA over Thanksgiving weekend to participate in the 9th Annual York Thanksgiving Tournament. Spirits were high and winning was on the teams mind as they placed 2nd last year.

Rise & Shine.  HNS Mites were up and ready to go early Friday morning to compete against the Delaware Penguins.  The North Stars had never faced the Penguins so there was a lot of anticipation as to how the game would play out.  Stars worked hard and kept the puck in the Penguins zone for most of the game.  Great defense proved to be successful only allowing 7 total shots on goal. North Stars win game one, 3-0.

Saturday evening’s main event included playing the hosting York Devils.  The butterflies had calmed down a bit for this fast paced game two. Offense dominated this game.  The team played well together and made some great passing plays.  Final score 5-0 - North Stars.

Early Sunday morning the team played their hometown rivals the Baltimore Stars.  The North Stars played the Baltimore Stars in pre-season this year winning 10-0.  Since then, the Baltimore Stars acquired a few new Russian players to improve their overall skill level.  The North Stars hit the ice skating hard.  It was evident that Baltimore had made changes to their lineup after ending the first period 2-2.  The North Stars fought back and kept up the pressure.  Great goal tending and defense was on display by the North Stars leading them to another tournament victory.  Final score 4-2.

On to the finals.. The Championship game was vs. Delaware Penguins. First period began fast and furious with 10 quick shots on goal. The period ended 3-1 with the North Stars on top.  The Penguins were not going down without a fight coming back in the second period with 2 goals. The score was tied 3-3 going into the third.  The beginning of the third period was exciting and the game play went back and forth. Finally the North Stars took control and  our  defense kept the puck in our hands.  The North Stars offense took advantage of possession and scored 2 goals!  Final score 5-3. 

Harford North Stars went undefeated only allowing 5 goals the entire tournament. MVP awards were issued throughout the tournament and many of the North Stars players were proud recipients.  Great job team for bringing home the Gold! 

