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HELENA GIRLS FASTPITCH

             SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION

Welcome to the 2009 Season!
HGSA’s web page is www.leaguelineup.com/helenagsa.  The web page contains a wealth of information from having a list of all of the current teams and schedules to looking at girls who once played in the HGSA, but are in college now.  Take some time to view the website, and make sure you sign the guest book.  League registration forms are also available on the website.  
As in years past, any girls moving up to either the Major or Senior division will be required to enter the draft on March 19 from 6:00 – 7:00 for Majors and March 20 from 6:00 – 7:00 for Seniors in the Multipurpose building at the Lewis & Clark fairgrounds.  If a girl has a sister already on a team, then the league will allow sisters to be on the same team provided they are in the same division.  

Any girl who will remain in the same division, and wishes to remain on the same team will be allowed to unless circumstances arise that make it difficult such as if the board has to combine teams because there are not enough girls to fill the same amount of teams in that division as the year before.  If you are planning on remaining on your team, please be sure to send in your registration by the deadline, so a new player does not fill your spot.  New Major and Senior players are required to attend the draft.  Please wear comfortable clothing, a softball glove, and bring a water bottle.  All of the coaches for the Major and Senior teams will be at the draft.  Please remember that in order to be fair to the entire draft process, HGSA can not guarantee that girls will be placed on a friend’s team.

If you have any questions, please contact the League Rep assigned to your division:  
2009 League Structure 
	Division
	Grades
	Fee
	Late registration Fee 
	League  Rep
	Number

	Rookies
	K, 1st and 2nd
	$30.00
	After May 15th   – $50.00
	Sonny Silverthorne
	458-5342

	Minors
	3rd and 4th
	$50.00
	After March 13th - $70.00
	Jeff and Jackie MacDonald
	443-5066

	Majors
	5th and 6th
	$55.00
	After March 13th - $75.00
	Scott Murphy
	431-4744

	Seniors
	7th, 8th and 9th
	$60.00
	After March 13th - $80.00
	Jeremy Ward
	465-5003


(If registering more than one child take off $10.00 for second child and $25.00 for third.)
League Registration

Mail your registration form and fee to HGSA – PO BOX 5021 – HELENA, MT  59604.  
All Checks will be held and will not be cashed until April 2nd.

You can also register at Capital Hill Mall next to Universal Athletics:

Monday February 16th   from 5:30 – 7:30 or
Saturday February 21st from 12:00 – 2:00     

*Late registration with no late fee will be accepted for any 9th graders who are not playing high school softball – unless all teams are full.

- Minor, Major and Senior players must register by March 13th 2009.  Registrations received after March 13th will be charged an additional $20.00.  Season play is scheduled to begin April 13th and runs through the second week of June.  Teams will be put together after the draft and players will be called within a week or players can check the HGSA website for team rosters.
- Rookie registration ends May 15.  Teams will be formed within two weeks of this date and play will begin by June 8 and run for approximately four weeks.
All registration fees include a game shirt.  It also helps cover expenses such as field maintenance, umpire fees, awards, equipment, and insurance.  

Due to insurance requirements, no player is allowed to attend the draft, practice or play until the signed registration form and fee is received by HGSA.

-over-

Coaching League Teams

If you are interested in volunteering as a coach or an assistant coach, please contact Don Bartsch at 449-2572 or 465-6643 by March 2nd 2009.  Even if you coached a team last year, we still need to hear from you.  Coach assignments will be completed during our March 9th meeting and you will be notified within the week by HGSA.  

Rookie and Minor Coaches will be assigned based on need and the team your daughter is assigned.  

There will be a mandatory coach meeting/clinic for all divisions except Rookie Coaches after coach assignments are completed.  Rookie Coaches will meet after the May 15th deadline.   Meeting time and location will be communicated when you contact Don.

Major and Senior Coaches will be assigned depending on the number of registrations per grade and these coaches must attend the draft on March 19th for Majors and March 20th for Seniors.  Each coach and assistant coach is allowed one ‘freeze’ player.  If your ‘freeze’ player has a sister that is eligible to play in the same division, you can include them on your team.  HGSA must be notified of your ‘freeze’ players prior to the draft.  

Major and Senior Draft

If a player is new to either the Major or Senior divisions they should attend the draft for their appropriate grade. A player will remain on the same team unless their grade requires them to move up, or they elect to re-enter the draft.

The draft is Thursday March 19th from 6:00 – 7:00 for Majors and Friday March 20th from 6:00 – 7:00 for Seniors in the multipurpose building at the Lewis & Clark fairgrounds.  Registration form and fee must be submitted in order to attend the draft.  If you are unable to attend the draft, you will be placed on a team at the end of the draft process.

Tournament/Travel Teams
Independent from the HGSA and outside of league play, are Travel Teams. They are formed to travel and compete in tournaments during the summer season utilizing ASA rules and age divisions from 10U – 18U. HGSA offers financial assistance to travel teams who apply to the league, but we cannot fully sponsor any such teams nor do we dictate who coaches and/or plays for these teams.

If you are interested in forming a travel team for tournament play and would like support from HGSA, please submit your request to the Board by May 1, 2009.  A request form can be obtained at the HGSA website www.leaguelineup.com/helenagsa.  Financial support includes the registration fees for the Helena tournament as well as the State tournament.   HGSA may provide equipment and additional financial support depending on the availability of funds.   All travel team players must be covered by insurance.  If your team consists of current enrolled league players, their insurance is in place.  Otherwise you must pay an additional fee for all non-league players.   HGSA will be able to provide you with roster forms and other information if needed.

If you receive HGSA support, we require your team to help during the Capital City Classic which is June 26, 27 and 28 2009.  Volunteers are needed for shirt sales, setting up fences and other miscellaneous items.  This tournament is the only fundraiser for the league.  Proceeds from this event benefits all Helena players by helping HGSA to keep our league player fees at a reasonable rate, purchase new equipment as well as continue to offer support to the local travel teams.

NOTE - Travel team expenses include uniforms, tournament entry fees and travel costs.  These expenses are usually covered through a combination of player fees, fundraisers, sponsors and HGSA assistance.  This is up to each individual team.  Additional tournament information and fees are listed under the Junior Olympic section of the www.montanaasasoftball.com Web site.  


