  International League – 9 yr olds

Objective:

Stress learning the rules, playing correctly and avoid taking advantage of the other players’ inability.  Try to keep the game close.  Maintain good sportsmanship and decorum.  This is the first year for players where standings are kept and their games being officiated by trained umpires. It is important for the kids to have a positive experience at this level. Managers need to keep these games in perspective and treat all players fairly.
Game Format:

        There shall be a four (4) run limit in the first to fourth inning. Scoring in these innings terminates after the fourth run has crossed the plate.  For instructional purposes the play shall be completed even though all the runs might not count.  Scoring in the fifth and sixth innings is unlimited. EXCEPTION: If a fair ball is hit on a fly out of a fenced field for a home run, all runs will count even if the number exceeds four (4).

Stealing


Stealing of third base is allowed. No other base stealing is permissible. No other base runners may advance, and no runners may advance during the attempt to retire the runner stealing third base.  However, the ball remains alive and the runner is liable to be tagged out if he should overrun or overslide third base.  If he should continue to mistakenly advance to home plate he may be tagged out while off base.  If he should touch home plate safely, “time” will be called and he will be returned to third base.  Runners must maintain contact with the bases until after the pitched ball has reached the batter.


With the exception of runners who may steal third base, runners on first or third base may not advance on a catcher’s throw or overthrow to the pitcher after a pitch.  If such a runner mistakenly advances on such a catcher’s throw or overthrow, he may be tagged out while off base. If he should make it to the next base safely, “time” will be called and he will be returned to the original base.

Pitching:

· Int’l            55 pitches/gm        2 innings max per pitcher per game/ max 6 inn/wk

The rest periods required during the 2009 regular season are listed below.
Pitchers league ages 8 through 16 must adhere to the following rest requirements:

• If a player pitches 61 or more pitches in a day, three (3) calendar days of rest must be observed.
• If a player pitches 41 - 60 pitches in a day, two (2) calendar days of rest must be observed.
• If a player pitches 21 - 40 pitches in a day, one (1) calendar day of rest must be observed.
• If a player pitches 1-20 pitches in a day, no calendar day of rest is required before pitching again.

Rest periods are strictly determined by pitch count. Innings pitched is no longer a factor for rest periods but remain a factor in Gulf Coast, Pacific Juniors & Seniors for maximum pitched in a week (Mon-Sun)

There is no limit on the number of pitchers used in a game.
 Batting:

· Infield Fly rule in effect

· No dropped third strike

