World Series Information Packet

11UAA USSSA World Series
“Building Memories, One Game at a Time”

Congratulations on an outstanding season and welcome to the 2009 USSSA Baseball World Series.  Your World Series host will do everything possible to create an experience that the players, coaches and families will remember for a lifetime.  Teams do not enter the World Series with the host; your USSSA Baseball State Director will enter your team in the appropriate age of play.  The World Series will be played at Big League Dreams in League City, Texas, July 6-10, 2009.

USSSA Baseball uses a pool play / bracket play format in its World Series.  Teams are guaranteed four (4) games.  Teams will be seeded in pools by USSSA Points where they will play a round robin.  Following pool play, teams will be re-seeded into the double elimination championship bracket or single elimination consolation bracket based on pool play results.  The exact format, (e.g., number of pools, quantity of teams in each pool, etc.) will be set by the World Series Tournament Director following USSSA Baseball Guidelines and will be approved by the USSSA Baseball National Director.

Teams securing a USSSA World Series berth must play in the State Championship Tournament in their home state to validate their berth.  Contact your USSSA BASEBALL STATE DIRECTOR for information regarding State Championship Tournaments in your home state.

*WORLD SERIES VENUE*

Big League Dreams

1150 Big League Dreams Pkwy

League City, Texas 77573

*WORLD SERIES HEADQUARTERS*

Houston USSSA Baseball

4329 Stansel

Alvin, TX  77511
Tournament Director – Houston USSSA Baseball
David Deriso

713-875-0809
Email:  dderiso@houstonusssa.com
*ENTERING THE WORLD SERIES*

Your team’s WORLD SERIES ENTRY FORM, OFFICIAL USSSA ON-LINE ROSTER and Cashiers Check, Money Order or Credit Card information MUST be received by your USSSA BASEBALL STATE DIRECTOR by June 25, 2009.

Your State Director will then forward your World Series Transmittal to World Series Headquarters by June 28, 2009 to guarantee participation in the World Series.  Team entry fee for this four (4) game guarantee World Series is $510.00
Your Cashier’s Check or Money Order should be made payable to USSSA BASEBALL.

*IMPORTANT NOTE*

All players first names, middle names, last names and birth dates must appear on the roster as they do on the Birth Certificates (see USSSA Rule 3.07).  Failure to comply with this rule will result in your team being prohibited from participating in the USSSA World Series!  Team Credentials will be checked in at the USSSA World Series with photocopies of Original Birth Certificates or Approved USSSA ID.

All players participating in USSSA Baseball World Series play shall have photocopies of their Original Birth Certificates or Approved USSSA Photo ID in the possession of their team manager AT ALL TIMES.  Failure to have a photocopy of the Original Birth Certificate or Approved USSSA Photo ID available upon demand will result in the offending team losing the game, being ejected from the World Series, being placed last in the standings and forfeiting all awards that would have been awarded at the World Series.

*WORLD SERIES RULES*

1. Any player who before May 1, 2009 reaches their 12th birthday shall not be eligible to participate in the 11u division.  Any player who before May 1, 2009 reaches their 13th birthday shall not be eligible to participate in the 12u division.

2. Players may play up in an older division but never down in a younger division.

3. All players must be fully uniformed which includes matching team caps, matching team jerseys with non-duplicating numbers at least 3” in height, matching pants and matching socks.

4. All coaching staff must wear matching team caps and be properly dressed.  Athletic type shorts are allowed.

5. Team caps must be worn on the field by all defensive players except catchers.

6. Protests on uniforms will not be allowed.  The tournament Director is responsible for uniform legality.

7. Metal spikes are prohibited.

8. A dual earflap batting helmet must be worn by all players on deck, at bat or on the base paths and all minor aged (17 years of age and younger) bat boys / girls must wear a dual earflap batting helmet when outside a dugout and on the field of play.

9. The catcher must wear a full-use catcher’s helmet and mask.

10. No outside Food or Drinks are allowed to be brought to the park.  Coolers for teams can be obtained from the front desk at Big League Dreams. A refundable $10.00 deposit is required and Big League Dreams will fill the cooler with ice.
11. The gate employees are there to do their job.  This job is to collect gate fee’s and inspect bags, credentials and coolers and to answer some park related questions.  These employees are young men and women and are not to be treated poorly under any circumstances.  If this occurs, it will result in removal from the park and stripping of park passes. 

12. All rules of play not specifically covered herein shall be governed by the USSSA BASEBALL NATIONAL BYLAWS & RULES

*WORLD SERIES ADMISSION*

Admission during the World Series is $8.00 per day per person or $30.00 per person for a World Series Pass.  Children 5-12 years of age will be $6.00 per day per child or $20.00 per child for a World Series Pass.  Children 4 years of age and younger are admitted FREE.  Admission applies to everyone except participating uniformed players and a maximum of three (3) coaches per team. Your passes will be punched once per day. You must get your hand stamped to re-enter or pay full admission. 
*ADDITIONAL INFORMATION*

If you need additional information regarding the USSSA World Series, please contact the Tournament Director at dderiso@houstonusssa.com.
*TENTATIVE ITINERARY*
Monday July 6, 2009 
11:00 AM – 12:00PM

Mandatory Manager Meeting
Location:  Big League Dreams, League City, TX (see Houston USSSA Home Page for directions & Map to the park)
12:15 PM – 1:30 PM

Mandatory Team Check In 




Location:  Big League Dreams, League City, TX 

This is the only time teams may check-in.  Team Credential Check-in is for team Managers and one additional Coach only per team. 

Please have birth certificate or USSSA approved photo id of all players at check-in.
1:45 PM – 5 PM

Opening Ceremonies / Players Social & Team Competition




(D.J. on hand and Concessions will be Available)
Players Social & Team Skills Competition

Pin Trading
This is a wonderful opportunity for players from different teams, states and countries to meet and trade team pins.  Pin trading has become a tradition at World Series Events.  Players, coaches and parents will have opportunities throughout the week to trade pins including the Player Social and Skills Competition.  Team pins are not mandatory but certainly add to the experience of this special event.  Small, team colored towels are a great way to collect and keep the pins.  Simply pin the pin through the towel and trade off of your towel.

If your team decides not to go the pin route, we suggest contacting your local chamber of commerce or visitor’s bureau about obtaining items to trade.

Skills Competition
The skills Competition will be designed to involve all players.  Awards will be presented to the champions in each age division.  This is a FREE event.  Family members, friends and supporters are encouraged to attend. 

1. Golden Arm Competition
a. One player from each team will participate in this competition.  The selected team member will be required to make a “catcher’s throw” to a target located at second base.  Each participant will receive 5 throws.  
b. Points will be awarded for the most accurate throws.
c. Medals will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
d. In the event of a tie, 3 additional throws will be awarded to participants as a tie breaker.
2. Team Relay
a. 10 players (per team) this is a timed event
a.Each member of the team will begin at home plate, around the bases ending at home, the next player cannot leave home plate until he is handed the baseball from the runner coming in
i. The team with the best overall time for all 10 players wins.
ii. In the event of a tie, the team will pick it’s fastest runner to run the bases, timed to break the tie
iii. Medals will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
3. Home Run Derby
a. Three participants per team
b. Each participant will receive 10 thrown baseballs (thrown by his/her coach)
c. Each fair ball hit over the fence is considered a home run
d. The player with the most home runs is the winner
e. In the event of a tie, the tie breaker will be determined by 5 additional pitched balls
f. Medals will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
