                                                                  2009 Legends of Fastball Classic

                                                                                       Team Backgrounds

The Rivershark Twins begin their 2009 campaign with the 7pm game at Peter Hallman Ball Yard against Dundas Ontario’s CPI/ADS club.

The R Twins return to competition this year with goals of repeating as ISC champs, OASA champs at Hillside in Waterloo as well as winning the Canadian title later this year in St Thomas

Returning to the squad this summer are ISC All World and Team Canada members  Jody Eidt, Ryan Wolfe, and right handed pitcher Todd Martin.  Team Canada member Steve Mullaley, also joins the team.  US Team member Blake Miller, pitcher Don Scott, infielders Derek Shackleton, Evan Boyd are signed by the Rivershark Twins.

Former twin, and member of Team Canada, Craig Crawford has signed for the hometown fastball club. He will share the catching duties with ISC All World, Patrick Shannon of New Zealand. Crawford  will be reunited with his battery-mate from the Aspen Black Sox, Dean Holoien.  The Ezekiel brothers, Brad and Blair will add to the potent hitting Kitchener squad.   Versatile infielder Darryl Joy is expected to fill the shortstop spot for the ISC Champs.  And to add to the strong pitching rotation of Martin, Scott and Holoien, the R-Twins have signed Toronto’s Grant Patterson.

Beyond the tournaments mentioned earlier, the R – Twins are competing in the Jarvis (June 26th – 28th), Monkton (July 2nd – 5th) locally.  In the US they are entered into the ISC World Tournament, and the NAFA as well.

Team sponsors, Jim Hallman and Bob Nydick expect big things of their Rivershark Twins lineup.

Team management Denny Bruckert, Dave Bailey and Larry Lynch will try to deliver.

The 2008 OASA Champion First Ontario Jarvis Gamblers are expected to give the Rivershark Twins trouble all season long.  The Jarvis squad not only won the Ontario championships last summer, but added a 2nd place in the Canadian nationals, and a 5th spot in the ISCs.  That was with a squad that included Bill Simmons, Chad Statts, Dave Fowler, and Jamie Baker and infielders and utility players, Matt Lyon, Ryan Thompson, Pat Graham, and Will Fehrman

Howie Traynor’s squad has been improved with the off-season acquisition of Jeff Ellsworth, Ian Fehrman, Brandon Horn, Rob O’Brien and Tim Macumber.  That is 6 starters on any ISC club.  Add it to the Ontario champion’s roster and you have a very solid team.

Pitchers Paul Koert, Andrew Phipps and Tim Macumber will get their share of wins in this summers campaign throwing to Allan Phibbs and Greg Courneyea.

Look for Jarvis to be competitive in every game they play this summer.

The Canadian National Men’s fastball championships will be held in St Thomas on Labour Day weekend.  Tom Edie and Bill Horne are putting together a competitive team to challenge the teams heading to St Thomas.    Led by infielder Tyler “Tex” Lessard; ISC Batting champ in 2007, the Centennial Evergreens have a great team returning to compete in 2009.  Veteran workhorse Scott Wagar returns to the mound, along with Ward Gosse.  Mark Coleman, Nick Dambrosio and Mike Pullin will lead the St Thomas team this year.  This St Thomas team was back-to-back Canadian champs in 2005 and 06.

Owen Sound sends two clubs to the Legends in Kitchener this year.  The Junior Owen Sound Volkswagen team won Bronze last year at the Canadian Junior Championship held in their hometown.  The Juniors picked up Luke Leahy from the Gold medal winning Scarborough Wolverines making up a great young trio of pitchers with lefty Dustin Veenhof and righty Dave Juniper toeing the rubber this summer.  Matt Kuhl, Matt Murphy, Darcey Cook and Greg Wardell patrol the outfield. Jay Miller and Darrin Newson of Niagara Falls handle the pitching trio.  Infielders include Brent Thompson, Taylor McConnell in the middle while Jared Clancy and Dylan Cunningham will cover the corners.  

The Owen Sound seniors are returning to fastball this year.  The Selects disbanded after winning the Canadian title in 2003.  Jamie Simpson and Mike Taylor are the returnees.  Matt Leahy and Andy Skelton of the powerful Scarborough Wolverines join Simpson in the pitchers circle. Adam Dearborn and Frank Lang will provide the leadership behind the plate, while Elmira’s Ben Wideman Aaron Fraser join Taylor in the outfield.

Infielders are Conor Mcternan, Andrew Scott, Steffen Wlama and Jamie Purdon.  Veteran coaches Lee Jacques and John Topash will lead the youthful squad.

Oswego New York has been the home of Cutro Professional Inspections for the past ten years.  CPI/ADS Classics is a newly formed team out of Dundas Ontario.  The former CPI fastball team has won two ASA titles and have placed well in the ISC Tournament of Champions.  Manager and owner Mike Cutro formed a new team with fellow sponsor Jim Wilson out of Dundas Ontario.  CPI/ADS retained 6 players from last year’s team while adding the likes of Jeff Hannah, Jeff Murphy, Ryan Sharpe, Craig Buttar, Chris Mink and Keith Rankin to improve on last years top ten finish in the ISC Tournament of Champions.

Ohio is the home of the Ashland Mets.  The Mets have been around since 2002, and in 2007 placed 16th in the ISC World Tournament.  Key additions this year are Jeff Wilson who rejoins the team after a year with the Vancouver Grey Sox, Jeff was All World DH at the 2007 ISCs with the Mets.  Chris Smith played with Scarborough last year and has joined the Mets along with Chris Hineline.  Hineline moves up to ISC competition after playing with teams in Michigan.  Kitchener native Luke Humphries pitches for the Ashland Mets.

Team Argentina is on its way to the International Softball Federation World Championships in Saskatoon later this summer.  Along with many other National teams from around the world, Argentina is preparing for the ISF’s by entering this summers roster of fastball tournaments.  Argentina has a roster of 22 players, including 5 pitchers, 4 catchers, 8 infielders and 5 outfielders.  Like many of the talented players from Canada, the US, and New Zealand, some Argentine National team players spend their summers playing in ISC tournaments with various club teams. They include Gustave Guerrinieri, and Fernando Petric D’Agostino, outfielders with Saskatoon and Green Bay respectively, Catcher Bruno Motroni of the North West Stampede, and Sebastian Gervasutti who pitches for the California Athletics in ISC tournaments.  A good strong fastball club.

See you at the Ball Yard for some great men’s fastball.

Dennis

