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Lewiston Town Hall

1375 Ridge Road

Lewiston, NY  754-8213

Mike Dashineau, Director
Rules for Coaching Lewiston & Porter  Travel Teams.

Section A
Coaching/ Team Behavior

No child can learn under stressful situations.  Our goal here is to develop a bond between players, coaches and the love of the game of baseball.  Do you want your child to love the game, or just love the thrill of winning?  RESPECT this game!

1. We will no longer tolerate in-game yelling at players, unless it is done in an encouraging, positive way.  Any coach who yells at his players in a demeaning or demoralizing way will be asked to leave the bench.  Period.  Don’t do it.

2. There should be little difference in coaching in-between good innings and bad innings.  Don’t remind them of everything that went wrong, that’s what practice is for.  DO remind them of all the things that went right.

3. No coach may criticize or question an umpire within the hearing distance of any of our kids.  Lewiston players have been taking ques from the coaches and arguing with umpires at all age levels.  This is our fault

4. One coach will address the team before and after games.  A second coach will only speak if asked, especially after losses.  The Head Coach will decide who should speak.

5. Practice is where we correct mistakes and work on them.  Please recognize that players learn the game at different speeds, and in-game is the last place we want to do this. 

6. We have fun-loving groups of kids.  They do not dwell on losses.  That is not something, as coaches, we should correct.

7. Every coach will have his role on the team.  There will be no one-man shows. 

8. We will not tolerate any arguments between coaches, or personally being yelled at by parents or assistant coaches.  If you have a problem with the lineup, the pitching rotation, the philosophy, or anything else, you will bring it up at the appropriate time in a calm manner.  If you cannot be calm, you cannot work with a group.  We encourage a 24-hour rule after tough losses.

9.  In practice, tournament and travel play, emphasis will fall heavily on professional look and conduct, teamwork and commitment to teammates, and fundamental understanding and execution of the game of baseball.   Winning will happen not by coaching to win, but by sticking to the fundamentals that make sound baseball players and teams.  Top to bottom, this theme will be repeated at all levels in our program.

10. Coaches will be the first barrier of defense against unruly behavior at any park.  It is your responsibility to ensure that YOUR fans set a good example.  If you cannot handle your fans, you should ask a Board member or a director to remove that person instead of embarrassing our league.
11.  Coaches should promote the House League as a means of getting better, and not punishment.  No Games or practices should be scheduled on the natural league age playing days.  (IE. a 12U team should not schedule games or practices for Monday or Wednesday)

12.  There is no playing time requirements for Travel.  A Coaches philosophy should dictate this, with league philosophy determined to be the EARN Time to Play Rule.  Whether rotating players equally or strictly following Earn to Play rules, it is important that Coaches relay their philosophy to the parents, with parents either accepting this policy or rejecting a spot on the team.

13.  Violation of rules, disregard for players safety, disregard for the code of conduct, disregard for strict adhereance to the rules of sportsmanship and the code of baseball, will be directly dealt with by The Town of Lewiston Advisory Board.  Penalties include, but are not restricted to:

1. Verbal Warning

2. Written Warning

3. Suspension

4. Removal from Program.

14.  No Coach may be present in the dugout or on the practice field without

1. A signed acknowledgment of the Rules

2. A completed background check

3. Approval of the Head Coach

4. Approval of the Director

5. Approval of the Advisory Board

_______________________________________________
Date___________________


Coaches Signature
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