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GA's Holcombe does it all

By TED SILARY

silaryt@phillynews.com
While there's no "i" in team, there is one in "franchise."

And if there's a high school football player who richly deserves that label, it's Germantown Academy's Alex Holcombe.

A 5-11, 205-pound senior, Holcombe serves first-year coach Luke Harris at tailback and inside linebacker while also doing the punting. There's more. Kickoff team? Check. Kickoff return? Check. Punt return? Check. Extra points, both for and against? Check.

When it was suggested that Holcombe can get a rest only through an act of Congress, Harris responded, "I'm not even sure Congress could make that happen."

He was kidding. Just a little.

"I definitely look forward to Sundays," Holcombe said yesterday, sitting on a grassy knoll before the Patriots practiced. "It's a good rest day. I pretty much just recover and ice my wounds.

"On Monday, I spend a lot of time in the trainer's room. Then I start trying to prepare my body again. Each week, I know I'll have to do a lot."

Thankfully, his workload has been scaled back ever so slightly.

In 2005, as the Patriots sputtered to an 0-7 mark (they did win an exhibition against what amounted to an AAU team), the rock-hard Holcombe accounted for an incredible 75 percent of the scrimmage yardage.

His 175 carries produced 1,059 yards, and he gained another 44 on receptions. In three of GA's games, and almost in two others, his rushing total was greater than his team's.

This season, the Patriots are off to a 3-1 start, and Holcombe's offensive contributions - 106 carries, 533 yards, seven touchdowns; another 42 yards and a score on four catches - account for "only" 58 percent.

Geez, it's as if he's a slacker.

"This year, there's much more help around me," Holcombe said. "I don't feel I have to do as much.

"Last year, I couldn't enjoy my individual success too much because it wasn't leading to any team success. The whole year was frustrating. Obviously, the team always comes first. But at least there was a little bit of consolation."

Pause. "Not much."

Holcombe said the lowest moment of '05 was a 31-20 loss to Haverford School, 2-5 at the time and coming off a pair of 42-0 shellackings.

"That was a game we felt we could win," he said. "When we didn't... that pretty much made a statement about the season."

Though Holcombe is assuredly not slow, he butters his bread with a relentless style that's traceable to his superior leg strength. The next time he's conquered by a solo tackler will be the first, and he also displays ever-popular traits such as vision and instinct.

Harris loves Holcombe's desire, determination and work ethic and especially the fact that "he practices great." He added, "He's very productive at whatever we ask him to do. He makes us tick."

Sometimes, Holcombe is a difference-maker just standing still.

"Teams weren't kicking to his side, and other guys were getting nice returns," Harris said. "Then, they decided to kick it to Alex and in our last game, he had two punt returns for 55 yards."

On the subject of why Holcombe carries such a heavy backfield load, Harris smiled and said, "With him in your backfield, why would you give the ball to anyone else?"

Said Holcombe: "I don't mind. I go into every game knowing I might have to carry 35 times and play every play on defense. I gear myself for that. I try to perform to the best of my ability."

Quarterback Charlie Taft, who struggled last season, is now beginning to blossom and has thrown for 324 yards and five scores, mostly thanks to Joe Zubkoff (14 catches, 218 yards, two TDs). The grunts include center Anthony Belford, guards Ed Logan and Joe Rozzano and tackles Kevin Blalock and Joe Conaway. Tight end Addison West and fullback Kevin Doty also concentrate mostly on blocking.

Holcombe, who lives in Souderton, has been playing football since age 6. As good as he is, one could make a strong argument he's better in something else - track and field.

His specialty is the demanding decathlon ("it really helps to prepare me for football"), and in AAU Junior Olympics competition in the summer of 2005, he finished No. 1 in the nation among 15- and 16-year-olds. He was third-best this past summer in the 17-18 category.

"That's a great feeling - to accomplish something in a sport you love," he said.

So, what'll it be down the road, young man?

"Um, ah, phew... it's really tough," he said. "Each season, I really get into that sport. When I was doing track all summer, I was kind of leaning to that. But now that football's in full swing, and we've actually won a few games, I'm really liking football. It's going to be a hard decision."

For football, he's looking at Georgetown, Brown and Princeton. His possible destinations for track include Cornell, Dartmouth and William & Mary.

"If I want to do both," he said, "there are some good D-III schools in New England, like Williams."

Academics? No problem. He maintains a 3.6 grade-point average and has scored 1,940 on the new SAT. He also performed community service and gotten involved in ethics debates.

Counting scant duty as a freshman, Holcombe's career has yielded 2,583 yards and 20 TDs on 463 carries, so he has a shot at GA's all-time leader, '98 grad Matt Blewitt (3,106).

Let the incredible amount of carries continue!

"I'm not going to lie," Holcombe said. "It gets really tiring when you carry the ball seven to eight times in a row in the third or fourth quarter. But you have to suck it up... "

And use two pencils to tabulate the yardage.

