Prep's Wixted finds redemption vs. O'Hara
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One moment Colin Wixted was excited about getting a chance as a go-to guy. The next he was so upset, he was hoping all would stay away.

It's not easy picturing yourself as The Reason We Lost.

That's a strong phrase, of course, and it would not have been completely accurate had St. Joseph's Prep indeed fallen to Cardinal O'Hara Saturday night before an overflow crowd at Plymouth-Whitemarsh High.

But, hey, kids are kids.

"As anyone would be, I was pretty angry when it first happened," Wixted said.

"It" was a screen pass to Wixted, a 5-10, 180-pound senior who was lined up as a wingback.

The line of scrimmage was the Prep's 10, the situation was second-and-7 and half of the second quarter was gone in a scoreless tie.

Chris Whitney fired. Wixted didn't catch. And since the toss wound up going backward, it was a lateral and the play was still alive. Uh, oh. Moments later, there was defensive back Harry Duke, recovering the ball in the end zone for an O'Hara touchdown.

"I didn't even know what happened," Wixted said. "I turned around, didn't see the ball and felt something hit me in the head. All of a sudden, I'm chasing guys and then someone's falling on the ball in the end zone.

"From there on out, I knew I had to do something big to turn things around."

This qualified: a 38-yard touchdown on an interception return.

It was the second of three TDs in a wild, late-third-quarter outburst, and it helped coach Gil Brooks' Hawks establish command in what became a 31-7 triumph.

Not just any triumph. It was their 41st in succession in Catholic Red regular-season play and enabled them to finish perfect for the sixth consecutive year. (O'Hara was second at 6-1.) The streak began with the final game of 1999. Then came seven apiece in 2000, '01, '02 and '05 and six apiece in '03 and '04 (as North Catholic spent 2 years in Blue).

The Prep was out of the hole by halftime, thanks to an 11-yard run by sophomore Jamir Livingston (30 carries, 134 yards).

It took just 2 minutes, 34 seconds for the count to balloon to 28-7. Livingston went 3 yards for a TD with 3:18 left, Wixted followed immediately with his pick-and-sprint and, after a three-and-out, Whitney (5-for-10, 118 yards) hit Bill Edger for a 30-yard score.

The ball Wixted intercepted was slightly tipped by defensive lineman Ryan Haber before it got to him - not enough to change its flight, only to slow it.

"To do something like that in a game like this, it's unbelievable," Wixted said. "It's awesome to score and then hear the crowd. Nothing like it in the world... I don't want to call myself the fastest kid on the team, but I know I have some speed. Definitely top three."

Wixted was not a one-play wonder, as four times he registered sacks or tackles-for-losses totaling 24 yards.

"Colin has had as good a year as anybody," Brooks said. "Give him 2 more inches and 20 pounds and... He's got those wheels."

He's also got perspective.

"People kind of overlook this streak, but I think they'll talk more about it now," Wixted said. "To go six full seasons without a league loss? That's pretty cool."

No argument from Brooks.

"This is a reflection of the fact that the players and coaches, week in and week out, work very hard," he said. "We're playing the toughest competition the Catholic League has to offer, and I'm proud of that."

He paused. "It's all relative, though. We did the same thing last year and then lost the championship game by a point [to O'Hara, also the 2000 winner] and this didn't mean anything. We were chumps... This is great, though. O'Hara was a big test. They're so well-coached. They challenged us."

