Robinson stars as North breaks 22-game skid in Catholic Red

By TED SILARY

silaryt@phillynews.com
Daryl Robinson always has maintained he prefers wide receiver to running back.

Saturday, he showed everyone why.

You know how North Catholic High's football team had not tasted Catholic Red football victory since the final game of 2000? Well, the 22-game skid is over thanks to a stirring, 13-12 win over Cardinal O'Hara at Frankford Memorial Stadium and Robinson - with the ball in his hands and, yes, after catching it - indeed provided the highlights.

The 5-10 (maybe) senior, who goes 170 pounds (possibly) and is bound for Temple (probably, though he earlier did commit to West Virginia), was definite about what would happen the instant he caught passes from sophomore Dennis Logue that produced scores of 51 yards in the first quarter and 47 in the fourth.

"Touchdown!" he beamed.

That quickly, huh?

"Once I caught those balls,'' he said, "all I had to do was read the free safety. Just go straight ahead or run on an angle. Once I made that read and knew I could avoid him, that was it.

"I ran good patterns. I knew where to place myself, so nobody could break up the passes. Dennis made good throws - he's really comin' on - and once I started running, that was it."

Robinson was able to think in those terms because he has been clocked at 4.39 seconds for 40 yards. Must be nice.

This decade for the Falcons? Not so nice.

Their overall record from 2000 through '05 was 12-55 and they lost all seven Red games in '01, '02 and '05 before experiencing a close, no-cigar outing a week ago against La Salle (14-6 loss).

In '03 and '04, in what was basically a sympathy move, CL officials allowed North to play in the Blue Division. Its combined division record in those two seasons was 5-11. But the unbalanced alignment - seven schools in Red, nine in Blue - proved unpopular/unwieldy and North, in effect, was told to return to the Red and find ways to get better.

Robinson's presence is quite the blessing for coach Chalie Szydlik.

Though he likes posting yardage and points, Robinson's overall favorite activity is denying pleasure to other wideouts. He uses his speed, quickness and instincts to change the definition of cover corner to smother corner.

His assignment in this one was 6-7 junior Mark Wedderburn, who's not only tall but athletic. Wedderburn finished with two catches for 46 yards and Robinson outbattled him for an interception on the game's final play.

"Some of those Internet services say I'm too small to be a cornerback," Robinson said. "They say they like everything about my game except my size. But then, some do say I'm a good prospect even though I'm kind of small.

"Last week I was sticking one tall kid [La Salle's Joe Migliarese] and this week I was sticking another. That's getting me ready for college. And I did nice against tall guys in the one-on-one drills at combines. I can use my quickness to jam any receiver and then downfield I can jump."

O'Hara's scores came on a 32-yard pass from Tom Savage (13-for-33, 192) to Chris Smith and a 3-yard run by star rusher John Dempsey (30-90, back from a Week 1 ankle injury).

Ryan McCullough dumped Savage on the two-point attempt after Dempsey's TD, however, and that left open the door for North, at 12-6. Sophomore Freddy DiMascia, whose dad, Al, quarterbacked North to an 8-3 mark in '84 (ah, those were the days; the Falcons' last winning season was 7-4 in '87), hit his first career PAT after Robinson's 47-yarder.

The Lions then came up dry on a trio of promising possessions as McCullough, Ricky Williams, Tom Hannan and Rich Cruz were prominent among the playmakers, a chip-shot field goal attempt was pushed wide right and an offensive-interference call crippled the last thrust.

Robinson, who lists the Broncos' Champ Bailey as his cornerbacking idol, lives within a long down-and-out of Frankford's field.

Someone can run that pattern, and Robinson will prevent the catch.

