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LOL League Constitution and Bylaws     


LAND O’ LAKES BASEBALL LEAGUE

CONSTITUTION
Article 1 – NAME

This organization shall be known as the Land O’ Lakes Baseball League. The home office shall be the address of the Land O’ Lakes Secretary/Treasurer.

Article 2 – PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be:

1. To unite all Land O’ Lakes divisions under one league with a standard constitution.

2. To perpetuate the Land O’ Lakes Grand Championship Playoffs to determine the Land O’ Lakes Grand Champion.

3. To encourage and improve the standard of baseball in the Land O’ Lakes Baseball League.

4. To promote the growth and stability of the League and its franchises.
Article 3 – MEMBERSHIP

1. All Land O’ Lakes divisions will be members of the League.

2. All teams are expected to be in good standing with the League and their divisions. Teams will be compliant with all Land O’ Lakes and division rules.
Article 4 – GOVERNMENT

1. The government of the League and management of its affairs shall be vested in a board of nine Directors, one representative and the commissioner of each division (currently four divisions) and a President to be elected by the Board of Directors.

2. Alternate directors shall be used when Directors are unable to attend a meeting.

3. Five directors shall constitute a quorum at any regularly scheduled meeting. All business transacted by the Board of Directors shall bind the League.

4. Representatives of each division, in good standing, shall have voting rights on all matters brought before the Board of Directors. No person shall have more than one vote as described in Article 12.

5. The divisions shall elect the non-commissioner Board of Director members, one director and up to two alternate directors from each division. Elections shall take place no later than January 31 of a given year.

6. Only one commissioner from a division may serve as a representative or alternate.

7. Terms of the board of directors shall run from February 1 until January 31 of the year ending the term. Terms will be two years. There is no limit to the number of terms a director may be elected.

8. The affairs of the Board of Directors shall include supervision of all divisions, particularly in the matter of player eligibility, and direction of the Land O’ Lakes Grand Championship Playoffs.

9. The Land O’ Lakes Board of Directors shall have the power to adjust matters at any time which seem to be in the best interests of baseball.
Article 5 – OFFICERS

1. The officers of the Land O’ Lakes Baseball League shall consist of the President, Vice-President and Secretary/Treasurer.

2. The Board of Directors shall meet within 45 days after January 31 to elect a president, vice-president and secretary/treasurer for the League for the succeeding year until their successors and elected and qualified. All nominations and elections shall be by ballot.

3. The Director that is elected President shall have the alternate director of their division take their Director position on the Board of Directors. The commissioner of that division shall select a new Alternate Director.

4. The terms for officers are two years. There is no limit to the number of terms that officers may serve.
Article 6 – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

1. The President shall preside over all meetings of the Board of Directors, appoint all committees, and perform all such executive and administrative work as would naturally fall within the duties of their office.

2. In the absence of the President at any meeting of the Board of Directors, the Vice-President shall exercise the powers and duties of the President.

3. The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep a record of all meetings of the Board of Directors and shall perform executive and administrative work as would naturally fall within the duties of their office. They shall be entitled to such fixtures, books, stationary and clerical help as the duties of their office may require. They shall be the custodian of all funds and render an account to the Board of Directors. The President shall approve all bills. All disbursements are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.
Article 7 – COMMITTEES AND DUTIES

1. The president shall have the authority to appoint any committees they deem necessary.

2. There shall be at least one Director on each committee. Other committee members may come from outside of the Board of Directors if appointed by the President and approved by the Board of Directors with a 2/3-majority vote.
Article 8 – RESIGNATIONS AND VACANCIES

1.
Any officer, Director or member of any committee resigning during their term of office shall present their resignation in writing to the Secretary/Treasurer of the League.

2.
That division’s commissioner or an appointee of that commissioner for the remainder of the term shall fill all vacancies in the membership of the Board of Directors.
Article 9 – MEETINGS

1. Annual Meeting – Quarterly meetings will be held unless cancelled by the officers.

2. All other meetings are to be held at the call of the President or at the request of at least three Directors.

3. The Board of Directors shall select the location of all meetings.

Article 10 – ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETINGS

1. Roll call.

2. Reading of minutes and communications.

3. Treasurer’s report.

4. Reports of officers.

5. Reports of committees.

6. Unfinished business.

7. New business.

8. Adjournment.

Article 11 – AMENDMENTS

1.
Amendments may be proposed by any of the divisions. The proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing to the Land O’ Lakes Secretary at least three days prior to the Board of Directors meeting. Proposed amendments shall be certified as having been acted on favorably by a 2/3 vote of the teams present at the division meeting and signed by that division’s commissioner (s).

2.
Amendments will be acted on at the Board of Directors meeting. Proposed amendments may be tabled only one time and must be voted on at the next meeting. While the Board of Directors may alter any proposed amendments, the content and meaning must remain the same.

3.
Any member of the Board of Directors may propose amendments to the Constitution. Any changes to the bylaws must come from a division (Bylaws Article 11-1).

4.
A 2/3 vote of the Board of Directors present and voting shall pass all amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws. Said amendments shall become effective immediately upon adoption.

Article 12 – VOTING

1.
There shall be a maximum of nine votes cast on an issue. Each Director shall have one vote per issue. If a Director is absent, the Alternate Director shall assume their voting power. The President shall also have one vote per issue.

2.
Majority vote shall rule on all general rulings.

3.
A 2/3 vote of the Board of Directors present and voting shall pass all amendments to the Bylaws or Constitution.

4.
All decisions made by the LOL Board of Directors are final.

The bylaws of the Land O’ Lakes Baseball League follow on the succeeding pages.

LAND O’ LAKES BASEBALL LEAGUE BYLAWS

(Known as LOL in the balance of these bylaws)
These bylaws are to be followed by all divisions and teams. A division may choose to create rules that are more restrictive than those listed in the Bylaws. Said rules are subject to approval by the LOL Board of Directors.

Article 1 - MISCELLANEOUS

A - The Board of Directors shall determine annual dues for the LOL each year. Dues shall be paid by each division on or before June 1 of the current year to the Secretary/Treasurer of the LOL. Dues are $10 per team per season.

B – Each team will receive the LOL Handbook of Rules prior to the start of the current season. The Board of Directors will determine when future versions will be distributed.

C – The LOL does not assume any financial liability for injury to anyone during the LOL season or sponsored events.

D – Division bylaws must be submitted to the LOL Board of Directors by April 15 of the current season. The LOL Board of Directors must approve any changes to Division bylaws after April 15 through the end of the Grand Championship Playoffs.

E – All teams wishing to join the LOL or existing LOL teams wishing to change divisions must receive final approval by the Board of Directors by January 15.

F – New franchises. It is the goal of the LOL Board of Directors to grow and strengthen the LOL. In order to achieve this goal, new franchises must meet the following criteria:

1 –They must submit a preliminary roster, made up of legal committed players.

2 –They must prove they have access to a suitable ballpark to play their home games.

3 –They shall provide a financial statement showing their ability to field a team.

4 –Upon being accepted into one of the LOL divisions, final approval must come from the LOL Board of Directors.

Article 2 – PENALTIES

A - The penalty for violation of any of the rules stated in Articles 3 through 7 can be up to 12 months suspension for any player, manager or team.

B – Any suspension handed down in one LOL division will carry over to all LOL divisions.

Article 3 – PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

A – Residence shall be defined as the place where a new player has established their residence by March 15 of the current year. The new player must take demonstrative legal action to establish their residence (voter registration, driver’s license change, income tax return, utility bill, etc.).

B – College Student Residence – The residence of a college student shall be defined as the place a player has established primary residence (on or before March 15) while attending a school of secondary education. Providing bills or correspondence from the post-secondary institution, driver’s license, voter registration, etc may prove this residence. The player may also use their parent’s address (their permanent residence).

C – A player under registration to a team in any season remains the property of that team until they are released, even if the player moves their residence to another locality outside of the boundaries of that team or into the boundary of another team. They shall be registered to and remain with that team until they are properly released (see Article 7 – Release Procedures). Managers shall not grant a release until satisfied with the return of uniform, team equipment, monies or any other property of the team.

D – A player who does not play for a team for one or more complete seasons shall be granted their release, if requested, as long as they are in good standing (monies, uniform, etc.) with their former team.

E – Service Personnel – A player serving in the military on furlough or leave is eligible to play with the team to which they are registered. They are eligible for play in the LOL Grand Championship Playoffs if they meet the three-game rule (Article 3-G).

F – High School Players – Students playing baseball with a high school team are ineligible to play LOL baseball until completion of their high school baseball season. Students whose high schools play summer baseball can play until the season starts (May 15 – WIAA start). High school players are not subject to the three-game rule (Article 3-H).

G – Professional Players – Players who sign professional baseball contracts may play for their former amateur team. They must provide a written release of their professional contract to the commissioner of their division. The commissioner shall forward a copy of the release to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer for filing. They must follow the three-game rule (Article 3-H) to be eligible for post-season action.

H – Three-Game Rule – A player must play in a minimum of three regular season division games to be eligible for post-season play. Post-season play consists of any tiebreaker games following the regular season, playoff games following the regular season, tournament games following the regular season, or Grand Championship Playoff games. An appeal may be made on this rule (see Article 8 for appeal procedures). Appeals of the three-game rule may include, but are not limited to, injuries.

I – Any legally rostered player who misses a regularly scheduled game to play with another team shall lose their LOL eligibility for the remainder of the season.

J – A player currently registered in college and with college eligibility remaining may play in a league open to such players without losing their LOL eligibility. Said player must be rostered with their LOL team prior to July 4 and meet the three game rule (Article 3-H) in order to play in any post-season games. The player must notify their division commissioner and give the name of the team and league before leaving.

Article 4 – TEAM TERRITORIES

A – 10 Mile Radius Rule – A territory of a team will not exceed a 10-mile radius (5,280 feet = one mile) from their designated ballpark at which they play their home games. School districts not exceeding the area of a 10-mile radius circle are also acceptable.

B – Team Territory – Each team will have a territory not exceeding the 10-mile radius rule as described above. The team owning a territory will have exclusive rights to players with residence within that territory. Only that team will be able to sign players from their territory without a release.

C – Individual divisions shall try to create definitive boundaries for team territories, such as school districts, streets, highways, etc. Such territories are subject to the 10-mile radius rule (Article 4-A).

D - Divisions are required to create release procedures for teams that have overlapping or shared territories. Release procedures are to be in writing and are subject to Board of Directors approval (Article 4-F). Release procedures shall be created in such a way as to promote fairness and competitiveness within the division. The division itself will enforce these procedures.

E – Players from outside a team’s designated territory will be subject to the Pick System Rules found in Article 6.

F – Board of Director Approval: All divisions shall submit their boundary and territory listing to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer postmarked no later than January 31 of the current season. Any rejections will be sent back to the division with recommendations from the LOL Board of Directors. The rules must be changed and resubmitted for approval by the start of the season.

Article 5 – PLAYER REGISTRATION

A – No team shall have more than 25 players on its playoff roster. High school player or junior league players joining teams after their seasons shall not be counted against the player roster limit of 25 players.

B – Teams must submit their roster to their division commissioner postmarked no later than July 4. The LOL Secretary/Treasurer must receive rosters by July 15. Failure to comply will result in a $25 fine, which will be increased $5 per day until the LOL Secretary/Treasurer receives the rosters. All fines must be paid by December 31 of the current year.

C – A team not turning in a roster is ineligible to play in the LOL Grand Championship Playoffs.

D – Rosters shall include first and last names, current address (including city, state, zip code) and phone number for each player listed.

E – All players must sign a permanent individual player registration card before participating as a player in any LOL games. Once signing a registration card, a player cannot participate in league games with any other LOL team unless their c current LOL team properly releases them. Any player breaking this rule shall be automatically suspended from participating with any team in the LOL. Only the LOL Board of Directors may reinstate the suspended player.

F – Each team shall certify to its division commissioner before January 31 the name of the person(s) authorized to sign and release players. Changes made in the person(s) authorized to act as above must be submitted to the division commissioner.

G – All registration cards shall be filed with the LOL Secretary/Treasurer. This card will become part of the player’s permanent file.

H – Manager Self Release: No manager may release themselves. If a manager wants their release from their present team they must first step down as manager and then secure their release from the new manager.

Article 6 – PICK SYSTEM 

The purpose of a ‘Pick System’ is to limit the number of non-resident players on a given team thereby promoting home talent. The ‘Pick System’ will be put in place to promote competitive balance throughout the League.

A – A pick player shall be defined as a player who comes from a residence outside their prospective team’s territory.

B – A pick player shall be subject to the release procedures outlined in Article 7.

C – Pick allocations shall be determined by January 31 of a given year. The pick allocation form containing this information shall be sent by each division to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer postmarked no later than January 31 of that year.

D – Distribution of Picks – The following rules govern the distribution of picks.

1 –
The team representing the division in the Grand Championship Playoffs shall be the first place team and receive no picks. This applies to pick players only as defined in section 6A above.

2 –
Teams finishing runner up shall be the second place team. The team with the next best regular season record shall be the third place team. Teams finishing in second or third place shall receive one pick. However, this pick may not be a player on the roster of any team in the division. This applies to pick players only as defined in section 6A above.

3 –
Teams in fourth place through a winning percentage of .500 shall receive two picks. Note this includes teams with a .500 winning percentage.

4 –
All teams with a winning percentage of less than .500 shall receive four picks.

5 –
Winning percentages shall be derived from records completed during regular season games.

E – Picks not used by July 4 shall be forfeited.

F - Picks must be used on non-resident high school players and the card must be signed by July 4. ‘

G – Appeal for Picks – An appeal for additional picks may be submitted by a team that is in jeopardy due to a shortage of players. This should only be used in extreme circumstances. An example is if an excessive number of players are not returning in the same year. The following procedures are to be used.

1 -
An appeal for picks form shall be sent to the division commissioner.

2 -
After receiving the appeal, the commissioner may approve or deny the appeal.

3 –
Upon approval by the commissioner, the player(s) in question may play for the said team.

4 –
If approved, the commissioner shall forward a copy of the appeal for picks form to the managers in the division within five business days of approving the appeal.

5 -
Managers shall vote on the appeal via mail, email or telephone. The commissioner must record the vote and date of each team on the appeal for picks form.

6 –
If 2/3 of the teams vote in favor of the appeal, it shall be forwarded to the LOL Board of Directors for final approval. A copy of the completed appeal for picks form shall be sent to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer and postmarked no later than five business days from the passing vote.

7 –
If the vote does not pass, the said player(s) may not play for the given team. The division may hand out penalties. An appeal may be made to the LOL Board of Directors following the procedures noted in Article 8.

8 –
The LOL Board of Directors must give final approval and reserves the right to reverse the appeal and penalize as needed.

H – Inactive List – Each team shall have an inactive list, to be used in the event of an appeal for picks. The purpose of the inactive list is to safeguard against a team bringing back players it claimed would not be playing from playing after a pick appeal was processed. Players listed on the inactive list are ineligible to play in any LOL game until reinstated by the division commissioner. Procedures listed in Article 6-F shall be used for all reinstatements of inactive list players.
Article 7 – RELEASE PROCEDURES

The purpose of a release procedure is to communicate player movement and allow for prevention of player movement when necessary.

Releases for Registered Players

A – No player, once registered to a team, shall participate with another LOL team until they have been properly released.

B – A player wishing to go from one team to another within a division shall follow these procedures.

1 –The new team must have a pick available. A pick will not be needed if the player has established residency within their new team’s territory.

2 –The manager of the new team shall request a release from the current team’s manager.

3 –The player shall be granted a release upon approval of the commissioner.

4 –Upon approval, the division shall notify the LOL of the release by sending written correspondence to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer.

C – A registered player wishing to go to a team in a different division shall follow these procedures.

1 –The new team must have a pick available. A pick will not be needed only if the player has established residency within their new team’s territory.

2 –The manager of the new team shall request a release from the current team’s manager.

3 –The commissioner of the player’s current division (old team’s division) must grant approval.

4 –The player shall be granted a release upon approval of the commissioner of their new team’s division.

5 –Upon approval, the divisions shall notify the LOL of the release by sending written correspondence to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer.

Releases For New Players

D – A new player wishing to play for a team whose territory does not contain their residence shall follow these procedures.

1 –The new team must have a pick available.

2 –The manager of the new team shall request a release from the team(s) whose territory the player has established residence in.

3 –The commissioner of the division the player is coming from must grant approval.

4 –The player shall be granted a release upon the approval of the commissioner of their new division.

5 –Upon approval, the divisions shall notify the LOL of the release by sending written correspondence to the LOL Secretary/Treasurer.

E – An appeal may be made to the LOL Board of Directors on issues of release disputes. Article 8 (Appeal Procedures) shall be followed for all appeals.

Article 8 – APPEALS

A – The LOL Board of Directors shall hear appeals as a last resort to resolving disputes. All decisions made by the LOL Board of Directors shall be final.

B – All issues being appealed to the LOL Board of Directors must either have been ruled on by the division or refused ruling by the division. The appeal shall consist of the following.

1 –All appeals must be in writing with issues, evidence and any other considerations listed. Use the general appeal form.

2 –The appeal shall be presented to a LOL Director of the division for which the team is a member. The Director shall immediately forward the appeal to the LOL President and LOL Secretary/Treasurer.

3 –A check in the amount of $75 payable to the Land O’ Lakes Baseball League shall accompany all appeals. This amount shall be refunded if the player or team wins the appeal.

4 –Appeals shall be presented to the LOL no less than 48 hours prior to the LOL Board meeting.

5 –The LOL Board of Directors will add the appeal to the meeting agenda.

6 –Only two representatives of a team making an appeal, two representatives of the defendants, and two League officers shall be permitted to appear before the LOL Board of Directors (total of six persons).

7 –The LOL Board of Directors reserves the right to not hear an appeal by accepting a motion and a second followed by a 2/3-majority vote to throw out the appeal. The ruling made by the division is then final.

C – Protests involving divisional playoffs or LOL Grand Championship games must be made in a timely manner. A special meeting of the LOL Board of Directors may be called if deemed necessary.

D – Protests involving player eligibility or releases must be submitted to the division commissioner immediately upon detection. The commissioner will then review the rules and determine the course of action to resolve the issue. The LOL Board of Directors may hear an appeal of the issue. Rulings may result in the reversal of wins or losses and suspensions if that player has played in any games.

Article 9 – PLAYING RULES FOR THE REGULAR SEASON

The following are the playing rules for the regular season and divisional playoffs.

A – Playing Rules

1 –
The current publication of the Official Baseball Rule Book in the American League will be used unless amended by the following rules.

2 –
All teams may use the designated hitter for any player (MLB rule 6.10).

3 –
All players must wear a helmet with at least one protective earflap (facing the pitcher) while batting and on the bases.

4 –
Only players who are registered and on the team roster are eligible to play. Eligibility rules found in Article 3 will be followed.

5 –
Only players, coaches and managers in uniform are allowed in the dugout and its surrounding area during play. The batboy and scorekeeper are the lone exceptions to this rule.

6 –
Players shall not sit in the bleacher area while the game is in progress.

7 –
Players shall not consume alcoholic beverages before or during the game.

8 –
The home scorekeeper shall be the official scorekeeper. Their score sheet is final.

9 –
It is strongly recommended that base coaches wear helmets. A base coach who chooses to not wear a helmet will assume all liability for any injury that may occur.

B – Field and Equipment

1 –
The home team shall provide the baseballs. The Rawlings ROML is the official baseball of the LOL. All league games must use the official baseball. Failure to do so may result in a forfeit by the home team.

2 –
All players, coaches and managers must be in clean, complete uniforms.

3 –
Only wood or wood composite bats are legal.

4 –
Umpires will be paid $70 for a single game and $120 for a doubleheader. This fee shall be in effect through the conclusion of the 2011 season. Umpires should be notified two hours before game time for cancellations. Umpires that are not notified that show up will receive a $25 show up fee.

Article 10 – GRAND CHAMPIONSHIP PLAYOFFS

The Land O’ Lakes Grand Championship Playoffs shall be played to determine the LOL Grand Champion.

A – Each division shall determine a champion to represent their division during the Grand Championship Playoffs. The method of determining the division champion will be up to each division.

B – The LOL Secretary/Treasurer, at the meeting prior to the Grand Championship Playoffs, shall provide rosters of participating teams.

C – A lineup card shall be handed to the home plate umpire and opposing manager before the game.

D – Playing rules in Article 9 shall be followed unless amended below.

E – If all eligible players have entered the game and an injury occurs that requires the player to be removed from the game, the opposing manager will designate a player to reenter the game.

F – Ballpark and Playing Field

1 –All ballparks must be enclosed by an outfield fence.

2 –Foul lines must be chalked or painted to the outfield fence. All out-of-play areas shall be marked as such. The batter’s boxes, the on-deck circles and the coaches’ boxes shall be marked.

3 –All sites must use a public address system and display an American flag at the games.

G – Scheduling

1 –The LOL Grand Championship Playoffs shall start on the weekend before Labor Day.

2 -All teams shall be scheduled a home game on the first weekend of GCP play.

3 –All teams must play each other once before playing a team for the second time.

4 –When teams are playing each other for the second time, the home team in the first game will be the visiting team in the second game.

5 –In the third game between two teams, the team with fewer home games will be the home team. If the teams have played an equal number of home games, a coin toss shall determine the home team.

6 –The Grand Championship Playoffs will use a double elimination format in that a team is eliminated from the playoffs upon losing their second game of the playoffs.

7 –If an even number of teams remains after the first weekend, two games will be played on the second weekend. If an odd number of teams remain after the first weekend, one game will be played on Sunday. The same schedule will apply to the third weekend with the games starting on Saturday.

8 –All games shall start at 1:30 pm. No game may start after 3:00 pm unless the participating division commissioners agree.

9 –No night games shall be scheduled unless both commissioners agree. Lights may be used to complete day games.

10 –The visiting team shall receive the whole field for practice 45 minutes prior to game time (12:45 for a 1:30 game).

G – Rainouts

1 –All Grand Championship games must be nine innings. Uncompleted games after the losing team has batted in the fifth inning shall continue from the point of suspension. Games stopped before the losing team has completed their at bat in the fifth inning shall be replayed from the start.

2 –In the event of bad field conditions, the manager of the home team must call the manager of the visiting team. Each manager shall be responsible for calling their team’s players. Calls should be made at least two hours prior to game time.

3 –The four commissioners and the LOL President shall decide scheduling of games in the event of postponed or suspended games. Majority vote rules.

H – Umpires

1 –Four umpires shall be used in each game with the home plate umpire as umpire-in-chief.

2 –Umpires shall be paid $55 for a complete game. If a game is rained out and the umpires are present, they shall be paid one-half the scheduled game fee ($27.50 in 2009).

3 –If a player is ejected from a game, the commissioners and umpires involved shall determine if any suspensions are appropriate.

4 –The commissioner of a division is responsible for assigning umpires for their division’s home games.

5 –The commissioner of a division may not umpire in a GCP game involving the team from their division.

I – Protests

1 –The commissioners, or their designated representatives, present at the game shall resolve protests in a playoff game. If there is an even number of commissioners (or representatives) present, the chief umpire shall be the deciding vote.

2 –If there are no commissioners or representatives present, the umpires shall decide the protest.

3 –A protest must be made before another pitch is thrown and play continues. A reasonable amount of time shall be given to look up the rule in the rulebook. Managers are required to have a rulebook at hand. All decisions made shall be final.

4 –The LOL Board of Directors may settle any dispute related to the Grand Championship Playoffs through the appeal process in Article 8. This includes, but is not limited to, protests on player eligibility.

J – Money Collection

1 –The home team shall keep all money collected at a team’s first home game.

2 –After all teams have played one home game; all money collected at the game shall be evenly divided after the following expenses are paid.


A – Umpire game fees


B – Baseballs used


C – Scorekeepers (if paid)


D – Park rental fees (if any)


E – Ball retrieval (if paid)

3 –Donations shall be collected either by selling tickets at the gate or passing the hat.

4 –The home team shall keep all concession stand revenue. The home team shall reserve the right to stop carry-ins.
