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BIOGRAPHIES OF 2008 INDUCTEES WITH LAND O’ LAKES CONNECTIONS

JERRY FISCHER
After playing Stars of Yesterday, American Legion and County Minor League baseball, Jerry Fisher received professional minor league offers from the Braves and Dodgers but opted to attend Marquette University on a football scholarship instead. From 1953-63, Jerry played with several teams, including Soldiers Home, Highway Beers, Ed Raatz, Milwaukee Police Department and Milwaukee Fire Department. He carried a .308 batting average in this stretch. Jerry caught in the 1953 Wisconsin State Tournament at County Stadium, earned Milwaukee Industrial League second team all-star status in 1960, played on the Langsdorf League’s original championship team in 1961, played for the MFD against the Chicago Fire Department in historic Wrigley Field that year and the next two years. Jerry subsequently spent five seasons with the Brookfield Lakes of the Land O’ Lakes League’s Eastern Division, winning the division’s home run crown along with MVP honors in 1965. Fisher’s season with Highway Beers coincided with that team’s appearance in the National Semi-Pro Tournament. Born in Tulsa OK in 1935, Jerry and Elaine have been married for 52 years and have four children Laura, Jane, Judy and Paul, 10 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
DON RENNICKE
Don’s playing career spanned between 1945 and 1959, primarily with the Thiensville-Mequon Twins, and briefly with Bucyrus Erie in the Milwaukee Industrial League. While in the LOL, Don won a batting championship and made the all-star team as a pitcher six years, pitching a nine-inning no-hitter on May 13, 1951.

Don coached varsity baseball at South Milwaukee, Brown Deer and Homestead High Schools, winning state coach of the year honors in 1974. His teams at Homestead won state championships in 1974 and 1978. As a varsity coach, Don won 321 varsity games. In 1979, the baseball field in Mequon was remaned Rennicke Field in his honor Don has been elected to several halls of Fame, including the LOL Hall of Fame, Wisconsin High School Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame, Mequon-Thiensville School District Inspirational Hall of Fame, Homestead High School Athletic Hall of Fame and the OTBA Hall of Fame. For 23 years, Don was the executive secretary of the Braveland Conference. He was also the director of the Milwaukee Brewers’ youth baseball camps for 11 years.

Don and his wife Betty have been married for 56 years and are the parents of four children: Dr. Scott Rennicke (Jean), Randy Sr. (Judy), Dean (Margaret) and Amy (James). Scott, Randy and Dean all played for their father at Homestead and were captains and all-conference athletes. Randy Sr. (Angels) and Dean (Dodgers) have played professional baseball.
DICK FALK MEMORIAL AWARD – PAUL HOENECKE
The OTBA sponsors this award, given annually to an outstanding high school baseball player and student as selected by Milwaukee area high school baseball coaches and the Wisconsin Umpires association. Dick was the baseball commissioner for Wisconsin and was a great friend of sandlot baseball.

As a junior at West Bend West High School, Paul set school records with a .515 batting average and 59 runs batted in along with going 9-1 with a 2.18 ERA as a pitcher for the state-champion Spartans.

As a senior, Paul went undefeated (8-0) on the mound, turning in a 0.88 ERA, playing third base when not pitching. At the plate, he hit .484 with 48 RBA as either the leadoff or #3 hitter from the left-side of the plate. He won North Shore Conference player of the year along with Wisconsin Coaches Association player of the year, along with repeating as Milwaukee Journal Sentinel area player of the year.

Paul was drafted in June 2008 by Detroit but chose instead to sign with and play baseball for UWM. Paul also excelled in the classroom with a 3.9 GPA.
