Rohlinger makes The Show 

West Bend East graduate debuts with San Francisco Giants on Wednesday 

By BOB WOTHE 
Daily News Staff 

The voice on the other end of the line told Ryan Rohlinger he was moving up. He was headed to Houston. For a minor league baseball player, moving up is great news. But Rohlinger, a West Bend East graduate, had one question. “What’s in Houston?” As it turned out, the completion of a lifelong dream. Rohlinger started at third base for the San Francisco Giants Wednesday night in a 6-2 loss against the Houston Astros after being promoted from the Giants’ Double-A affiliate Connecticut Defenders early Wednesday morning. “We went to see them play Tuesday at 7 (p.m.), and went to our hotel and got something to eat,” said brother Adam Rohlinger, who along with other family members had traveled to see Connecticut play at Akron. “Then he gets this call at 12:30 (a.m.). It was hectic.” 
   After a relatively sleepless night — Adam Rohlinger said they were up until about 2:30 or 3 a.m. pacing around and talking in excitement — Ryan Rohlinger hopped on an early morning plane with catcher Pablo Sandoval to join the Giants. 
   His first at-bat drew a round of applause from a crowd of family and friends numbering about 30 at Benders Sports Pub in West Bend, and tears welled up in his mother’s eyes. 
   “This is his dream,” Kelly Rohlinger said. “It’s what he’s wanted for such a long time and he’s worked so hard for it, and I just really want him to do good.” 
   Ryan Rohlinger’s first at-bat went to a full count, but he ultimately chased a low-and-away changeup to strike out in his first major league at-bat as the crowd took pictures of the TV’s he was on. 
   Despite committing two errors in the field, Ryan Rohlinger redeemed himself at the plate, going 1-for-4 with a double and an RBI. 
   While Kelly Rohlinger recalled driving her three sons — the eldest, Matt, was also in attendance Wednesday — from one baseball diamond to another, Adam Rohlinger remembered Ryan always tagging along with his older brothers. 
   “He was always playing with the older kids, and he was usually better or at least as good as them,” Adam Rohlinger said. “It’s kind of amazing and shocking to see him now. But it’s awesome.” 
   His uncle, former Milwaukee Brewers pitcher Willie Mueller, had a unique view on the situation. 
   When West Bend West won the state summer baseball championship behind his son Dan Mueller’s pitching last year, it was 35 years to the day after Willie Mueller had pitched the Spartans to their first state championship. 
   When Rohlinger got his call from the Giants up to the major leagues early Wednesday, it was 30 years and a day after Willie Mueller was called up from Double-A himself. 
   “It’s a real cool time as a baseball player,” Mueller said. “It’s always your dream to play in the major leagues, and when it comes, you just hope you’re prepared. 
   “No matter what he does, he’ll always be classified as a major league baseball player.” 
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Kelly Rohlinger watches at Bender’s Sports Pub in West Bend as her son, West Bend East graduate Ryan Rohlinger (on TV), makes his major league debut Wednesday night for the San Francisco Giants. 

