2008 LAND O’LAKES BASEBALL LEAGUE

WESTERN DIVISION BY-LAWS

1. The Land O’Lakes will start its 87th season. The Western Division will open Sunday, April 27, 2008 and will complete its regular season on Saturday, August 2, 2008.

2. The Grand Championship Playoffs will start on Saturday, August 23, 2008.

3. The Western Division will operate with Twelve (12) teams.

4. The Rawlings RO ball has been adopted by the Rules Committee.  All Rawlings RO game balls must be purchased from Milwaukee Sporting Goods store because of trophy arrangements.

5. Entry fee for the 2008 season will be $150.00.

6. Eighteen (18) games will be the regular length of the 2008 season.

7. Selection of All-Stars by the managers:

A. Each team may nominate an unlimited amount of players.

B. No limit to the amount of players elected from each team.

C. The player receiving the most votes for each position must start the game.

D. Each team must be represented by at least one player.  If not represented, the All-Star Team manager will pick a player from the unrepresented team.

8. All monies collected at the gate for the All-Star game shall go to division funds.  The division will be responsible for paying the umpires and supplying baseballs.  All other monies should go to the division team sponsoring the game.

9. Batting Champion:  To qualify in the Land O’Lakes Western Division, a player must have a minimum of 45 at bats per total games of the regular season.

10. The visiting team will get the field 45 minutes prior to game time for warm-up activities.

11. Games are not to be canceled until field conditions are deemed unplayable.  Please delay the start of the game rather than postpone if possible.  If the game is delayed, notify the visiting manager, umpires and commissioner by 11:30 AM.

12. Crowd control at games is the responsibility of both teams involved, with primary responsibility belonging to the home team.  If available, police supervision is recommended, particularly at Grand Championship Playoff games.

13. Player Registration Cards/Roster:  Completed cards/rosters are to be turned in before the first game of league play or mailed to the commissioner at 1438 Heather Circle, Hubertus, WI 53033.  Last minute sign-ups must be approved by the Commissioner, or, if unavailable, a Western Division officer.  It is the responsibility of the team signing the new player to obtain all proper releases.  Only new players need to fill out a card. Final rosters must be turned into the commissioner no later than June 1st of the current year.
14. Forfeit fee is $170.00 for a single game ($120.00 umpire fee, $50.00 to the league fund), to be paid to the respective people before the next regularly scheduled game.  Payment can be made directly to the commissioner.  If the visiting team is the team that forfeits, an additional $50.00 shall be paid to the home team for lost concession stand revenue.

15. For recruiting purposes, the individual teams “base of operations” home field shall be used.  This information is available from the commissioner for all teams to all managers.

16. Protest of Games:  We will abide by the American League Rulebook ($25.00).  If your protest is upheld, the $25.00 fee will be refunded.
17. Exchange starting line-ups at home plate in the presence of an umpire.  Line-up cards should have all player names and numbers listed.

18. Current ground rules to be given to the umpires and opposing manager at home plate prior to the start of the game.

19. A team withdrawing from the Western Division must notify the commissioner in writing prior to January 15th of the following year.  If a team fails to notify and withdraws, their franchise fee of $220.00 will revert to league funds.  Any new team being admitted to the Western Division must be approved by December 15th of the previous year.

20. Designated hitter for any position has been adopted.  Rule 6.10 of the 2008 Official Baseball Rules will apply.

21. Batting helmets with flap or flaps shall be worn by batters and base runners at all times.  Base runners without a helmet shall be warned by the umpire only once.  If the runner ignores the warning, he shall be declared out.

22. Rescheduled Games:  It is the responsibility of the home team in cooperation with the visiting team manager to reschedule canceled games.  This should be done immediately.  If the game is not rescheduled within one week, the commissioner will reschedule the game and make appropriate umpire assignments.  Monday, May 26th (Memorial Day) is a rain date for Saturday/Sunday of Memorial Day weekend.

23. Any manager resigning in mid-season must notify the commissioner and other teams in writing.

24. Individual players from other teams playing on a district, state or national tournament team will not lose eligibility by playing when their respective Land O’Lakes team is scheduled and playing.

25. Only when a Land O’Lakes team participates in tournament play as a representative of the Western Division will that team be granted the privilege of rescheduling a regularly scheduled league game.

26. After the first tournament game, the winning team playing in the tournament has the option to decide to play its regularly scheduled Western Division game the following weekend.  The commissioner is to be advised at all times.  Rule #22 will apply to rescheduling.
27. A team losing the first game of a tournament will automatically be required to play on the succeeding Land O’Lakes scheduled date.

28. The Western Division will abide by the AMERICAN LEAGUE – MAJOR LEAGUE RULES OF BASEBALL during the regular season schedule.

29. Rookie of the Year Qualifications:

A. Must not have played equivalent type of baseball prior to joining the Western Division.

B. No statistical qualifications (at bats or innings pitched).

30. For a complete game we have adopted a twelve-run rule after 7 innings, or after 6-1/2 innings with the home team ahead.

31. Injury:  A team that uses all its players and then has someone injured can re-enter a player previously used.  The player must re-enter in the injured player’s spot in the batting order.

32. Re-entry Rule:  Starters may only re-enter once, but he must occupy his same spot in the batting order.  (This now also includes pitchers.)
33. 10-mile Radius Rule:  Within ten (10) miles, get a release from team closest to player.  No loss of pick.

34. A player who is serving a suspension will not be allowed to sit on his team’s bench.  A manager who is serving a suspension will not be allowed in the ballpark while his team’s games are being played.

35. All Western Division Playoff games will be nine innings in length.  In the event a game is suspended because of weather conditions or other uncontrollable circumstances, the team that is trailing has the option to either complete or concede the game.  The game shall restart at the point it was suspended.

36. No player who is on the roster of a Western Division Land O’Lakes team is allowed to miss a scheduled league game to participate with another baseball team (high school and junior leagues excluded).  Players may play with another team on a given day as long as they meet the above criteria for playing in the Western Division also.  Failure to abide by this rule will result in either a forfeiture of the game or a player suspension.  The Commissioner and Officers of the Western Division will decide upon the penalty.

37. At the end of the season, there will be a playoff to determine who will represent the Western Division in the Grand Championship (Exception:  A team going undefeated during the regular season will automatically go to the Grand Championship; no playoff will be held within the Western Division).  The first games will be held on August 9, 2008; the #3 seed against the #6 seed (1:00 PM), and the #4 seed against the #5 seed (2:30 PM).  The following day, on August 10, the first game (1:00 PM) will be the #1 seed against the lowest remaining seed (from August 9th games) and the second game (2:30 PM) will be the #2 seed against the highest remaining seed (from August 9th games).  The winners of the August 10th games will play at the home of the higher seed on August 16th at 1:00 P.M. (unless that game involves the #1 seed. The lower seed will then host that game.) If that winner is a team other than the #1 seed, a one game playoff will be held at the #1 seeds home field on August 17th at 1:00 P.M. to determine the Western Division Champion. The gate collected that day will be split between the two teams involved after expenses are paid. The tie-breaker system for determining the seeds amongst the teams with identical records is as follows:

A. Head to head (head to head to head etc. if more than two teams are tied).
B. Team with best record against other teams involved in playoff.
C. Combined record of teams you lost to (highest percentage gets higher seed).
D. Number of runs allowed in regular season league games.
E. Coin toss.
38. Each team is responsible for the purchase of twenty (20) tickets to the Western Division Banquet.

39. All voting matters ending in a tie will be decided by the Commissioner.

40. Election of Officers and Commissioner will take place at the January meeting.

41. The directors of the division have the power to overturn a decision of any team that decides not to give a player or player/manager his release. (That person must be in good standing with his current team before the release is to be granted.)

42. Score sheets must be turned into the Lake Country Reporter no later than 7:00 p.m. the day of your game. If your game is an evening game it should be turned in no later than 12:00 p.m. of the following day. If they are not received by 12:00 p.m. of the day after your game or special arrangements to receive them are not made a $15 fine will be charged to the team in violation. That fine must be paid before the next scheduled game or that team is subjected to forfeiting that game.
43. Managers must be fully acquainted with the rules and regulations of Land O’Lakes baseball.  Ignorance of proper player registration, player eligibility, rules, violations, etc., will be no excuse if any violation occurs that might result in game(s) forfeited or player suspension.  Complete list of Land O’Lakes rules, by-laws and rules supplement available from the Commissioner.

