LA PORTE BOYS BASEBALL TOURNAMENT RULES

Tournament Format

· The tournament format begins with pool play followed by single elimination play between the top seeded teams in each age division.

· The Tournament Director reserves the right to change the rules, format or brackets to ensure the overall competitiveness of the tournament or due to weather or other circumstances.

· Teams will be guaranteed a minimum of three games and must be ready to play at anytime.
Player’s Age

· Players’ age will be determined by age as of April 30th of the current year.
· Each player may play for only one team.

· Rosters must be submitted before first game and no changes or additions will be allowed after play begins.

· If a manager is unable to produce a copy of a player’s birth certificate upon request by the tournament director, the player will be immediately removed from play in the tournament until such document is produced.

General Rules:

· The official league rules published by Official Rules of Major League Baseball by Triumph Books, superseded by USSSA, Inc. National Rules, superseded by Texas USSSA State Rules, which are superseded by our local tournament rules, shall be binding in LPBBA tournament.
· Whenever a tag play is evident, runners must slide or seek to avoid contact with the fielder. Malicious contact shall supersede all obstruction penalties. PENALTY: Runner shall be declared out and may be ejected from the game at the umpire’s discretion. NOTE: When enforcing this rule, the umpire should judge the runner’s intent. If the umpire feels that the contact was unintentional, then the runner should only be declared out. If the umpire feels that the contact was intentional and / or malicious, then the runner should be declared out and ejected.

· No inning starts after the game’s time limit has expired.

· Elimination round games must produce a winner.

· All final games (championships) will have no time limit, but tournament run rules will still apply.

· Head to head results (in pool play where all teams have the same opponents), least runs allowed, most run scored, and then coin toss will determine tiebreakers in the pool play standings. Head to head cannot be used with 3 or more teams are tied with the same records.

· There will be a 10-minute grace period before a game is officially recorded as a forfeit.  Once the umpires announce the game clock is running, the 10-minute grace period will ensue.  Umpires will keep the official time and determine when the 10-minute grace period has expired.

· Coin toss will determine home team in all pool games, the high seed will be home team in all bracket games except the championship game a coin toss will be used.

· Home team supplies official scorekeeper, visiting team will supply the scoreboard operator.

· Team managers are responsible for checking and signing game results/pitching sheets completed by the umpires before they are turned into the Tournament Director.  Managers have 15 minutes after game time to sign the pitching records.  If they are not disputed during that time, they are considered correct.
· Only the Tournament Director is allowed to post scores and pitching tallies.

· All disputes must be settled on the field. No protests are allowed.

· All balls will be supplied for each game.  Teams must retrieve foul balls at once.

· Managers are responsible for the conduct of all persons associated with his / her team.

· Unsportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated and fighting will result in automatic suspension for the tournament with no refund given.

· Any individual ejected from a game by the umpire or a tournament official must leave the park immediately if directed to do so.
Run rule

· Mercy Rule will be 15 after 3, 10 after 4, 8 after 5 or mathematical elimination.

Non-Pitching Leagues:
· 6U will play USSSA T-ball rules, 1 hour, 15 minutes or 6 inning games, 10 fielders and bat the roster.

· 7U and 8U will play USSSA coach pitch rules, 1 hour 15 minutes or 6 innings, 10 fielders and bat the roster.

· No extra innings in pool play, ties count ½ win, ½ loss, 
· There is a 7 runs per inning limit with the run rule being 15 after 3 and 10 after 4 and 8 after 5 or mathematically eliminated.  
· A base runner is out for leaving the base before the ball is hit or reaches home plate. Stealing is not allowed.

· NO bunting.

· NO head first slides.

· The Infield Fly Rule is not in effect.

· 7U and 8U batters will be limited to 3 strikes or 6 pitches. If the 6th pitch produces a foul ball, the batter will receive an extra pitch until the ball is either hit fair or a strike occurs.  
· A player can be intentionally walked one time per game.

· A courtesy runner for catcher of record the previous inning only may be used. The courtesy runner must be the player that made the last out. If no outs have been recorded the courtesy runner will be the previous batter not on base.  The courtesy runner is mandatory with 2 outs and optional at any other time.
Pitching Leagues:
· Use of an illegal pitcher will result in forfeit of game.

· Open bases in all pitching divisions and headfirst slides are allowed.

· The squeeze play safety rule is enforced.  In the event of a squeeze play, the batter must attempt to bunt, or take the pitch.  If the batter swings, the batter is out, the runner returns to 3rd base and the 3rd base coach is ejected from that game.

· The slashing safety rule is enforced in division 9U and up.  If a batter squares to bunt and then swings at the pitch (slashing), with or without runners on base, the ball is dead, the batter is out, the runners return to the base they occupied at the tie of the pitch, and the third-base coach is ejected.

· In age divisions 12U and younger an intentional walk may take place by announcement from the catcher or pitcher.

· Managers must declare at the pre-game meeting to bat 9, 10, or the roster.

· With 9, DH or EH high school substitution rules apply.  See USSSA National rules for clarification.
· Batting roster allows free substitutions, however, if a player is removed from the line-up an out will be recorded each time he is unable to take his turn at bat.  Exception is in the case of injury.
· Courtesy runner is allowed for pitcher and catcher of record the previous inning at any time.  The runner cannot currently be in the batting line-up unless batting roster. If batting roster, the courtesy runner is the last batted out. The courtesy runner is mandatory with 2 outs and optional at any other time.
· 9U-10U pool play games and bracket play games will be one hour and thirty minutes or 6 innings. 11U – 12U pool play games and bracket games will be on hour and forty minutes or 6 innings.  13U – 14U pool play games and bracket games will be one hour and forty minutes or 7 innings.   The championship games will be innings as stated with no time limit.  
· 9U-12U pitchers can pitch a maximum of 18 outs per day or 27 for the tournament. 13U-14U can pitch 21 outs per day, 27 or the tournament.    The 48 hour rest rule does not apply.  
· If a pitcher toes the rubber and does not record an out, no out will still be recorded in his pitching totals.

· Pitchers leaving the mound after one pitch may not re-enter as a pitcher in the same game.

· Metal cleats are allowed in the 13-14U divisions only.

· No extra innings in pool games; ties will count as ½ win, ½ loss.

Refund Policy and Increment Weather Information.
Teams that withdraw before the schedule is posted will receive a full refund.  Teams withdrawing after the schedule is posted will not receive a refund.  If games are called for increment weather, the teams will receive a $100 refund for each game not started out of the 3 game guaranteed.  All teams will be charged a $75 administration fee out of their registration fee.  Updates will be made periodically to the website in the case of increment weather.  It is a team’s responsibility to check the website for schedule changes.  Tournament Director reserves the right to change game times and time length of games due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances in an effort to complete the tournament.   If a game is called due to increment weather and 2 innings have been completed, the score will stand at the end of the 2nd inning and will be considered a completed game in the standings.
