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LEHIGH YOUTH SOCCER ASSOCIATION

RULES OF CONDUCT
1. 
COACHES’ RESPONSIBILITIES:

A.
Each coach shall be responsible for the conduct of his/her assistants, parents, and players, and it is their duty to insure the teams’ action, on and off the field, that they bring no disrespect to Lehigh Youth Soccer Association or to the game of Soccer.

B.
Failure to comply with the above may result in the termination of the game.

C.
Falsification of records by any coach or assistant coach, shall be grounds for barring them from further participation in the Association.

D.
Coaching from the sidelines, giving direction to your own team on points of strategy of position, is permitted.

1.
No voice amplification is to be used.

2.
Tone of voice is to be informative and not of a harassing nature.

3.
No coach, substitute, or player is to be away from their bench area.

4.
No coach, substitute, or player may make derogatory remarks or gestures to the referees, other players, or spectators.

5.
No coach, substitute, or player will incite, in any manner, disruptive behavior.

THE PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF THE ABOVE RULES SHALL BE EJECTION FROM THE GAME.

2.
COACHES’ ROSTER RESPONSIBILITIES:

A.
Each coach will have a game report form filled out prior to the start of the game, which they will present to the center referee. At the end of the game, both coaches will sign, indicating their agreement with the outcome. The referee will turn both copies in at the concession prior to being paid.

B.
The coach is responsible for seeing that every team player plays at least half of a game. (Does not have to be continuous play)

1.
FIRST OFFENSE, LETTER TO BE SENT TO OFFENDER.

2.
SECOND OFFENSE, ONE GAME SUSPENSION.

C. If for disciplinary reasons, a coach suspends a player from a game, a ‘written explanation must be submitted to the Division Director at least one day prior to the game.

3.
FLOW OF DISCIPLINARY ORGANIZATION:

A.
Division Directors

B. Disciplinary Committee (Division Directors, Chairman - Vice President of Recreational)

C.
President and Board of Directors

4.
TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES:

A.
All teams will participate in all league fund raising events.

B.
Team participation will be determined based upon a quota to be set by the Board of Directors.

C.
Failure to achieve quota will cause the team to be ineligible for Cup Game Tournament or awards.

LEHIGH YOUTH SOCCER ASSOCIATION

RULES AND REGULATIONS
All teams, players, coaches, and referees shall abide by the Laws of the Game as outlined in the current U.S.S.F.IF.I.F.A. Rule Book.

1.

PLAYER EQUIPMENT:

A. Each player shall wear shin guards at practice and games. They will be inspected prior to the start of the game. Any player without shin guards will NOT be allowed to play until the player conforms to the rule. If the player enters the field without the permission of the referee and has not had his/her equipment checked, that player will be removed from the field and issued a caution. (yellow card)

B.
Players will be required to wear shin guards at practices. Failure to comply will result in next game suspension.

C.
All other equipment requirements as outlined in the Laws of the Game shall prevail.

D.
Uniforms, as furnished by the league, MUST be worn during ALL games.

2.
NUMBER OF PLAYERS, AGE GROUPS, AND DURATION OF THE GAMES:

Will be determined by the Board of Directors after each year’s final registration.

3.
SUBSTITUTIONS:

A.
All teams are allowed unlimited substitutions, provided they are not used to delay the game.

B.
Substitutions will be made at the halfway line. The coach will get the attention of the referee or linesman, and inform them of the substitution. The player will be required to exit the field before the substitute is allowed on the field.

C.
Either team may make substitutions on the following reasons: a.) either team’s goal kick, b.) after a goal is scored, c.) at halftime, d.) if the referee stops the game for an issue. (If play is stopped to check injury, the player shall be removed)

D.
The team gaining possession may substitute on throw ins and corner kicks.

4.
COACHES BOX:

A.
All coaches, assistant coaches, and team members will be required to stay in their designated coaches box and team area during the playing of the game. This rule does not apply to U-6. Any infringement will be dealt with in accordance to the Laws of the Game.

B.
U-6 coaches will be allowed to coach on the field, from their halfway line to their penalty area.

5. SPECTATORS:

A.
Spectators must remain in the spectator area and not interfere with the duties of the linesman, players, coaches, and referees.

B.
Spectators found to be in the coaching area will result in stoppage of the game until the coach removes them.

6.
GAME TERMINATION:

A.
A game will be terminated only by the referee, for the following reasons:

1.
Adverse weather or field conditions.

2.
Unruly or interfering spectators.

3.
Unruly players or coaches, after they have been ejected and player/coach refuses to leave the field, with no further contact with the team or officials.

B.
The nature of the termination shall be forwarded to the Board for corrective action.

7.
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE FOR LEAGUE:

A. Threatening behavior or physical confrontation towards anyone in the soccer program shall result in a minimum of one (1) year suspension from the League.

B.
Yellow Card


1st card
No action


2nd card
Oral reprimand


3rd card
Written reprimand


4th card
Disciplinary committee hearing with a minimum two (2) game suspension


5th card
Expulsion from the League


C.
Red Card
(Note: All violations for serious misconduct will be dealt 




with in accordance with F.I.F.A. guidelines)


1st card
Oral reprimand and one (1) game suspension


2nd card
Written reprimand with a disciplinary committee hearing 




and minimum three (3) game suspension


3rd card
Expulsion from the League

D.
When a player is suspended, he/she will be required to sit out the next game or games. The suspended player will be required to be seated on the bench of their team, out of uniform, and must check in with the referee, who will note the player’s attendance on the game report. If the player is not with his/her team, the player will receive an additional one (1) game suspension. Any exceptions to this rule will be reviewed by the Disciplinary Committee.

E.
Coaches will not receive yellow or red cards, but may be warned or removed from the field (expulsion). The incident will be reported to the Athletic Director. The procedure for discipline will follow the same guidelines as for players.

8.
DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE:

A.
The Disciplinary Committee will consist of the following:

1.
Vice President of Recreational - Chairman

2.
Division Directors

NOTE:
When a player is called before the Disciplinary Committee, their coach or assistant coach and a parent shall represent him.

9.
REFEREES:

A.
The referee shall be at the field 15 minutes prior to the start of the game.

B.
The referee will insure that he receives a game report from each coach prior to the start of each game.

C.
At the completion of a game, the referee will insure that each coach signs the form agreeing to the outcome.

D.
The referee will turn in both copies of each game report to the concession prior to being paid.

E.
If a protest is filed against a referee regarding a rule violation, it shall be submitted in writing to the League President within 48 hours. The written protest shall consist of the following:

1.
The name of the referee involved

2.
The incident

3.
Rule violated

F.
After receiving the protest, the League President and the referee involved will meet and discuss the incident. A written answer will be forwarded to the Board, Division Director, and the coach involved.

G.
Protests will only be used for disciplinary purposes and will not effect the outcome of the game.

H.
The referees and the coaches are not to discuss the protest on/off the field.

I.
DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE FOR THE REFEREES:

1st offense
Oral reprimand

2nd offense
Written reprimand

3rd offense
One (1) year suspension

RULES FOR REGULAR SEASON PLAY

1.
The starting times for the games will be established by the Athletic Director and the Division Directors.

2.
Any team delaying the start of a scheduled game for more than fifteen (15) minutes, without the sanction of the Association or its Division Director, shall forfeit the game to the opponent by a score of 1-0.

3.
In the event that both teams do not appear for a scheduled game and the referee rules the field playable, then both teams will be assessed with a 1-0 loss.

4.
If a game is terminated prior to the completion of the first half of play, the game shall be considered incomplete and replayed at another date. If the game has been terminated after the completion of the first half of play, the team leading at the time of the termination shall be considered the winner and the score will be recorded.

5.
The regular season games that end in a tie shall remain a tie.

6.
The guidelines for the Cup games shall be established by the Athletic Director and the Division Directors, to be distributed to the coaches prior to the start of the Cup Tournament.

7.
No use of tobacco products will be allowed by coaches engaged in practice or games. Violations will result in a one (1) game suspension.

8.
No alcoholic beverages are to be consumed or displayed on the school grounds. If a player or coach is in violation, they shall be expelled from the League.

9.
It shall be the responsibility of the referee prior to the start of the scheduled game as to whether or not the game should be cancelled due to inclement weather or unplayable field conditions. If there is a blanket cancellation of all games (or a large portion thereof), the Division Directors will notify the coaches, and the Athletic Director will notify the referees. It will be the responsibility of the Division Directors to re-schedule the game and coordinate field availability with the Athletic Director.

10.
In the event the assigned referee fails to appear, the Athletic Director will attempt to find a certified referee as an alternate. If a certified referee is not available, then a qualified person acceptable to both coaches will officiate. If not, then the game will be rescheduled.

11.
If a referee cancels or terminates a game, he/she shall be paid. If he/she is not notified of a cancellation prior to the start of the game, he/she shall be paid.

12. Prior to the start of the regular season, each team will have all of their players from the previous year return, provided they have registered properly prior to the closing date for regular registration. Players moving up into the next age division or having registered after the regular closing date, shall be placed in a player’s draft, and then placed on a team.

Any player requesting to be removed from a team will be placed in the draft.
13.
Any coach issued equipment from this Association will sign for the equipment and the form kept on file with the Athletic Director. The coach will be responsible to return the equipment with normal wear and tear to the Association. It will be the coaches’ responsibility to replace the item(s). In the event a coach does not comply, he will not participate with this Association until he conforms to this section.

14.
Prior to the end of the season, an individual designated by the Board of Directors shall rank each division’s players on a scale of one (1) to five (5), with one (1) being the highest score, and five (5) being the lowest score, and submit same to the appropriate Division Director for review.

