MABA Guiding Principles
MABA believes that for any organization to be successful, it must have a set of Guiding Principles by which it operates, and specific policies, rules, and programs that support those Guiding Principles. 
The Guiding Principles, below, were originally drafted by MABA’s Executive Board, and then offered to team managers for comment and revision. Very few changes were ultimately made, not because MABA was unwilling to make changes, but because participating managers, almost unanimously, thought the originally written Guiding Principles were "right on" for the kind of travel baseball league they wanted to play in.
1. Travel baseball does not have to be exhausting to be beneficial to its players and teams. In fact, schedules and rules that burn players out is counterproductive to both their growth and enjoyment of the game. 
2. It should not cost a fortune to play high-quality, full-time travel baseball and there should be value to the teams that participate in a given league. 
3. Full-time travel baseball can be serious and competitive without being obnoxious and “cut-throat”. 
4. The terms “travel baseball” and “fun” should not be mutually exclusive. There are many ways in which MABA can and should promote “fun” as well as serious, well-organized competition. 
5. Full-time travel teams deserve to fairly compete against teams of the same age. 
6. Active, aggressive recruiting not only represents an inappropriate way to think about and treat children, but can severely damage a league. 
7. MABA should operate via a written and communicated set of policies and rules, and should be operated via a participative organizational structure—not just according to the fleeting whims of a single President or Commissioner. 
8. MABA should be expected to provide its teams with a high level of organization and communication. 
9. MABA should not be involved in making policies that artificially promote parity, or that are designed to “protect” players from their managers. 
10. MABA BOD have a responsibility to draft rules and procedures that protect all teams participating in the league from coaches, teams and organizations whose actions or  policies can negatively impact youth sports in the region. 
