MEMPHIS REBELS
About Memphis Rebels
The Memphis Rebels were organized over 35 years ago.  Ed Smith, a hard working family man, gathered a team of young basketball players and began to bring his talent and gifts to light.  He continued with much help from his wife, Shirley, to work with teams of kids, various ages, diverse backgrounds, various skill levels, and began to build a name for himself and his teams in the local basketball arena.  The Memphis Rebels became a highly recognizable organization that a number of kids looked with excitement to join.  Coach Ed’s small organization grew to offer multiple teams and squads.  He recruited and helped develop more coaches, but he was always involved with all his teams.  He cared about every one down to the last player.  Make no mistake his desire was to win!  But he gave kids the opportunity to be a part of something big. He made sure to offer financial assistance and provide affordable opportunities so that any and all had an opportunity to join and participate in the Rebel organization.  He and his family were the main sponsors per say for the teams, but he welcomed and got sponsors involved as opportunities occurred. Coach Ed and his kids captured more than 31 city championships. Ed and Shirley were taken from us tragically in 2006 and the Rebels Legacy must go on.  Chris Smith, a hard working family man and son of Coach Ed and Shirley has taken on the task of continuing the Memphis Rebels tradition.  He has placed his primary focus on working with young boys ranging from 10 to 14 years of age.  His goal is to continue to provide opportunities for kids that want to be a part of the Memphis Rebels organization.  He will continue to provide affordable opportunities and financial assistance as his parents always offered.  The Smith family has seen a lot of kids become exceptional athletes and more importantly kids grow into successful pillars of the community.  The 2009 Memphis Rebels Pee Wee Boys team will start the season as the defending Memphis Park Commission City Champions thanks to the commitment, support and success of the 2008 players, families and coaches. 
Mission

To provide a basketball program that promotes development in the sport as well as sharing fundamentals that change lives for the better.
Mission Action

Our coaches are committed to carry on a legacy of sharing life fundamentals while building promising athletes and helping young men to succeed wherever their future may lead.  Our coaches focus their program on the following life and sports fundamentals:
· Expect Commitment
· Establish A Code Of Conduct
· Assign Responsibility
· Incorporate Balance Between Fun And Hard Work
· Promote Personal Development
· Inspire Self Confidence
· Require Teamwork
· Involve Family
· Offer Leadership Opportunities
· Enhance Basketball Skills
· Help Provide A Healthy Competitive Spirit

· Maintain Good Sportsmanship

· #1 Goal Is To Have Fun
Vision

Chris Smith, Michael Hale & Jeff DePriest are the current coaches of the Memphis Rebels organization and are working to build teams and provide opportunities to continue the Memphis Rebels Organization values.  The focus currently is on midgets and pee wees. They intend to play in the Memphis Park Commission, sponsor tournaments and play in tournaments sponsored by other teams that are built on similar values.  The commitment is to do everything we can to have good teams with strong values. 
