MIBL 2007 – Executive Report

Following a successful first year under a new MIBL constitution the MIBL Board members showed their appreciation to the Executive by voting unanimously to remain for a second term.  
The Executive Members consisted of:

President – Dennis Delorey (Woodside)

Vice President – Doug Fraser (Halifax)

Secretary/Treasurer – Brent Hobson (Cole Harbour)
The 2007 season was highlighted by the Eastern Passage Sharks and the Sackville Unity Electric. 
Eastern Passage rose to the challenge for a second consecutive season and repeated as champions.  The championship game mirrored most of the Sharks season games in that it was a close, low scoring and hard fought win. 

Sackville ‘Unity’ Electric came into the season with no where to go but up, and they did.  Sackville showed the most improvement of all the MIBL teams.  Sackville finished two spots higher (4th)and showed improvements both on and off the field in just their second season.
Teams
The Dartmouth Drillers (15-4-1) displayed they’re one of the MIBL’s elite teams remaining at the top of the standings all season. The Drillers were virtually unbeatable during the regular season and due to player conflicts with university commitments the Drillers were forced to pass on the end of the season tournament for a second straight year. The Drillers appear poised too remain on top due in large part to player/coach Phil Mintern, who is strongly involved with local teams and continues to bring in and showcase our leagues best hitters and pitchers.
The Eastern Passage Sharks (14-0) repeated as MIBL champions and stayed on top of the standings throughout the season. Eastern Passage continue to be one of the hardest teams to beat and have the ability to match any team’s intensity and step it up at the end of the game. The Sharks consistently have one of best the pitching staffs in the league so combined with the long list of clutch players and it’s easy to see why the Sharks win close games. 

The Halifax Garrisons (12-7-1) slipped slightly in the standings despite having a similar record.  The Garrisons improved on last seasons playoff results by making it to the finals only to come out on the short end of an exciting final game.  The Garrisons continue to field one of the MIBL’s strongest teams every night. Despite losing a few key players in the off season, Doug Fraser (player/coach) brought in players to stay one the leagues powerhouse teams.
The Sackville Unity Electric (7-13) started the season voted in the MIBL board and most improved the most of any team this season. The Electric improved in standings, caliber of players, and in off-field management with a years experience.  Dan Paquin (player/coach) has managed the teams operations over its first two years and is adapting well making the necessary adjustments on both sides of the chalk lines.  The Electric benefited slightly from the folding Sackville senior team by adding a few players who appeared to fit in well his returning core players.

The Cole Harbour Cardinals (6-14) found themselves forced to fill the spots left by absence of keys players at the start of the season. The Cardinals continued to make improvements over the past two seasons and were rewarded with a Provincial ‘A’ Championship banner. Brent Hobson expressed intentions to step down as the team’s coach/manager/everything for next season which will be a great loss to the team and the league. 

The Woodside Cubs (5-15) are slowly adding to group of experienced core players with hopes of regaining past glory.  The Cubs experienced numerous setbacks as a result of injuries and key players leaving during the season. The Cubs were forced at seasons end to bring in players from their new affiliated Woodside midgets to finish the season. The Cubs will continue to search for players to fill the gaps left over the past two years and remain confident they will be amongst the top teams soon
Regular Season

MIBL 2006 Regular Season Final Results

Team
W
L
T
PCT
RF
RA

Dartmouth Drillers
15
4
1
.775
162
80

Eastern Passage Sharks
14
6
0
.700
113
75

Halifax Garrisons
12
7
1
.625
137
87
Sackville Unity Electric Outlaws
7
13
0
.350
123
190

Cole Harbour Cardinals
6
14
0
.300
107
152
Woodside Cubs
5
15
0
.250
126
184

Playoffs

For the second year in a row the Eastern Passage Sharks were crowned league champions.  Although the Sharks will be the first to host the new championship cup they must complete the three-peat if they want to drink from following a championship win. The championship cup will be purchased during the off season and it was decided by the Board to honor the leagues past 5 champions by engraving the team names and years. 
Prior to the season a tournament style playoff format, modeled after BNS’s provincial format, was decided on instead of the weekday, best-of-three format.  The decision to change formats was due in large part to the difficulty one of our top teams had with player commitments to university and also due to lack of quality playing weather following BNS Provincials. It was decided to play the tournament on a weekend in September.  The dates were to be made available early so players could schedule well in advance.  Unfortunately, university commitments forced the MIBL’s regular season leader to withdraw from the Championship tournament.  The format was discussed at the AGM and decided the Executive will review the format and present the results at season opening meeting.
The Presidential View

The MIBL continued to make improvements this year due to the caliber of players and increased participation from teams.  Fortunately the elements didn’t affect the schedule like it did in the league’s first season and after learning from its mistakes the league allowed room for make up games by front loading the schedule and allowing more time at the end of the year for make ups.  The league was rewarded with its best results in years with only 1 game in the entire season not completed; luckily it didn’t way in on the final playoff seeding.
After working very closely with the umpires division over the last two seasons and after promising a ‘changed league’, I feel very happy with the comments and attitudes towards BNSUD and its umpires and the players in the league. Although there were ejections and many argued calls, both the umpires and the players have developed a respect that was lacking in years gone by and with new policies between BNS and the MIBL Executive the league has implemented an improved communication to allow for efficient suspensions and handling of ejections.
During the off season the Executive met and decided to host a mid season tournament in mid July.  The tournament was to help elevate the burden of makeup games by committing teams to one weekend during the season which the league could determine who needed to makeup games. The tournament was also seen as a way to bring teams to the HRM and to promote the MIBL throughout the province and to allow our teams to play against different teams to see where we stack up.  
Summer of 2008
The MIBL is once again looking at increasing the amount of games during the regular season and playoff format so everyone plays their fair share of games and has a chance at the championship.  The hope of all involved is a format that will force teams to learn and adapt prior to the season and to become second nature and prevent the need overhaul and at the very least ‘tweak’ from year to year.
The league is already talking with individuals about a possible 7th team and helping with the logistics of creating a new team without affecting the existing teams.  As long as the rumors of Weir field closing stay as rumors, we should be in for a very good 2008 season. 

Mid Season Tournament

Although mother nature allowed us to go virtually untouched, compared to last season, she made up for it by pounding the mid July tournament with enough rain that we had to cancel the tournament before it ever got started. Dennis Delorey is taking the responsibility of preparing for next years tournament which he plans on hosting on the August long weekend and increasing the number of teams to allow teams from other provinces to attend.  

Overall

Since the induction of the MIBL Constitution vast improvements have been made in player conduct and team responsibilities. The constitution provides teams protection against teams, players and offers a guide for everyone to follow.  I’m proud to have played a role in its development.  The limited amount of changes required during two full years provide proof of its stability. The relationship with the BNSUD is virtually healed and thanks to the discussions that were spearheaded by the Executive in which we essentially asked for a second chance and offered to work with the umpires opposed to years gone by.  As a result I think the relationships and attitudes of our league have done a complete 180 degree turn.  With our new relationship both sides have the opportunity to critic and make suggestions that will be seriously looked at and help benefit both sides.
Communication and information remains to be the key to any success.  If all our teams can share their successes with each other then the MIBL will be the strongest league in Nova Scotia.

Thank You

The MIBL Executive would like to thank all of its teams for helping turn around the face of the league with its external partners which are helping to establish the MIBL as one of the strongest leagues in the province.
It is very difficult to operate a team at this level, especially without the help of an association.  Your time and effort to put a team on the field is commended and applauded.  We hope as we come together year after year we can all learn from each other to reinforce the pride in our game and make our game fun for our players and everyone involved.

I look forward to next season and hope you all enjoy the off season.
Dennis Delorey

MIBL, President

