MIBL 2008 – Executive Report

At the 2007 Annual General Meeting the MIBL Board members voted unanimously for the President (Dennis Delorey) and Vice President (Doug Fraser) for a third term.  Brent Hobson stepped down as secretary at last season’s year end meeting but agreed to stay on as the treasurer.  Aaron MacLean was elected into the vacant secretary spot.
The 2008 Executive Members consisted of:

President – Dennis Delorey (Woodside)

Vice President – Doug Fraser (Halifax)

Secretary – Aaron MacLean (Halifax)

Treasurer – Brent Hobson

Off Season 
The MIBL executive was approached during the offseason by BNS and Paul Arsenault to assist the city’s 2 junior teams by providing them with a substantial number of games against quality teams as there was a lack of junior teams in the province. The executive met with representatives from both teams to determine whether the proposal was possible.  We all agreed the addition of the 2 junior teams was a great way to showcase the league to the cities top 19-21 year old ball players in the hope they will stay within the MIBL after their junior career.   Membership of the two junior teams was then discussed by the board and it was agreed that they would be allowed to join for the 2008 season. 

At the same time, Ron Norman and Paul Hunt approached the MIBL about entering a team from Spryfield.   After completing the application and review process, the new Spryfield were granted probationary status for the 2008 season.   

Among the standing teams, the Spryfield ‘Unity’ Electric changed their names to become the Bedford Outlaws and the Eastern Passage Sharks changed their name becoming the Eastern Passage Pirates. 
Thus at the start of the season, the MIBL had grown to a total of 9 teams with an ambitious 24 game schedule.

Regular Season 
The weather which usually plays a factor early in the season, waited until the later part of August before it came into affect.  The regular season ended with all teams finishing with at least 20 games completed instead of the original 25 game schedule.  The executive was forced to meet prior to the season ending date and decided standings for playoffs would be determine by winning percentage provided all teams finished with at least 20 games.

Standings shifted slightly this season except for the top 2 teams, Dartmouth Drillers and Eastern Passage Pirates, who remained due to strong pitching and good hitting.

MIBL 2008 Regular Season Final Results

	Team
	Won
	Lost
	Tied
	Pct.
	G.B.
	RF
	RA

	Dartmouth Jr*
	19
	3
	0
	.864 
	-- 
	173
	64

	Dartmouth Drillers
	18
	4
	0
	.818 
	1.0 
	172
	91

	Halifax Jr Mets*
	14
	8
	0
	.636 
	5.0 
	118
	105

	Eastern Passage Pirates
	13
	8
	0
	.619 
	5.5 
	124
	70

	Cole Harbour Cardinals
	8
	11
	0
	.421 
	9.5 
	125
	144

	Halifax Garrisons
	8
	12
	0
	.400 
	10.0 
	112
	122

	Bedford Outlaws
	5
	16
	1
	.250 
	13.5 
	91
	174

	Woodside Cubs
	5
	17
	0
	.227 
	14.0 
	87
	174

	Spryfield Pelham Electric
	3
	14
	1
	.194 
	13.5 
	86
	144


* Denotes Jr Teams
League Championship

For the first time in three years the Dartmouth Drillers were able to field a team late into September which resulted in their first championship.  The Drillers not only beat Eastern Passage in the semi’s to prevent the Pirates from three-peating but the Drillers prevented the Pirates from being the first to hoist and drink from the new Champions cup. 

The playoff’s were hampered by bad weather which resulted in a substantial number of games postponed causing the playoff schedule to look more like a high school students first draft book report and less like an Intermediate playoff schedule.  The playoffs started by Woodside beating Spryfield to earn the sixth and final seed for the leagues modified round robin format.  Once the round robin completed, the Halifax Garrisons looked more like the Garrisons from the past seasons and less like the team that dropped slightly down this years regular season standings.  The Garrisons beat the leagues top three teams to finish the round robin with a perfect 3-0 record.  Once the dust settled and round robin finished the Garrisons (1st) played the Outlaws (4th) and the Drillers (2nd) played the Pirates (3rd).  The Garrisons easily beat the Outlaws in 5 innings to advance to the finals. The Drillers had a much tougher time with the Pirates but came out on top to face the Garrisons for the final game on Oct.1  The final saw the Drillers jump out to an early lead and despite a couple of offensive spurts eventually walk off with the win.

 The 2008 season witnessed the Dartmouth Drillers hoist the MIBL Champions Cup for the first time on September 26th.  The cup, donated by Parker MacDonald (Woodside Cubs), and wooden base along with several wood plaques, donated were by Dan Paquin.

Teams
The Dartmouth Drillers (19-3-0) started the season on top and remained there, dominating games all the way to their first championship. The Drillers went unbeaten during the regular season and were able to keep the majority of the team available for playoffs for the first time in a few years and were rewarded by being the first team to hoist the MIBL Championship Cup. The Drillers showcased the league’s top hitters and pitchers and with most core members returning are poised repeat in 2009.

The Eastern Passage Pirates (13-8-0) fell short in the leagues first attempt to three-peat as league champions.  After another strong season the Sharks fell short in the semi-finals to the Dartmouth Drillers.  Year after year Eastern Passage remains one of the province’s top Intermediate teams and are, arguably, the MIBL’s most consistent team.
The Cole Harbour Cardinals (8-11-0) continued building off last year’s Provincial “A” championship team and moved up the standings this year to place amongst the League’s top teams.   The team has several young players who benefitted from last season’s experience.  The Cardinals will be looking for greater game to game consistency to allow them to continue their climb up the standings.
The Halifax Garrisons (8-12-0) dipped slightly in regular season standings despite posting a similar record to last season.  The Garrisons improved on last season’s playoff performance advancing to the finals but came out on the wrong end of an exciting championship game.  The Garrisons continue to field one of the MIBL’s strongest teams every night. Despite losing a few key players, Doug Fraser (player/coach) recruited players to remain one the leagues powerhouse teams.

The Bedford Outlaws (5-16-1) saw their 2008 record dipped slightly, but they Outlaws are starting to become a scrappy team with a solid group of core players.  With a little more depth at pitching the Outlaws could make a good push up the standings next season.
The Woodside Cubs (5-17-0) made a few key additions this season and although they finished with a similar record and were in the bottom again this year.  However, the Cubs showed that there were a team that beat any MIBL team on any given night. With a few additions this team could find themselves in the top of the standings as soon as next season.
The Spryfield Pelham Electric (3-14-1) entered their first season as the leagues seventh team.  Despite finishing in last place the Electric did something the Garrisons, Outlaws and Cubs couldn’t do, they recorded a win against each of the league’s top teams.  The Electric have a solid sponsor, good manager and a group of guys that love to play ball and if they can find a way to generate a few more runs they will generate a few more wins.
The 2009 season
During the off season the Executive will be looking at the following topics:

· Number of regular season games (20+ games?)

· Playoff format: a number of teams expressed interest in changing the playoff format and/or the playoffs start date
· Review the expansion from 6 to 9 teams
· Meet with BNSUD representatives to discuss the issues that occurred throughout the 2008 season.
The Presidential View

2008 will be remembered as the first year the Champions Cup was presented to the MIBL Playoff champions.  Although the presentation wasn’t on the same level as The Commissioner’s Trophy (or presented to the Woodside Cubs) it was an honor being the first to present the Champions Cup.
The MIBL added 3 new teams (approximately 45 players) prior to the start of the 2008 season thanks to hard work by the Executive and commitment from team representatives.  When I was elected as the first leagues President in 2005 I believed the league had the potential to eventually expand to 8 teams. I did not expect the league to grow as quickly as it did and increase the quality of players. Despite decreasing registration reported by BNS over the last few years, the MIBL continues to add teams with quality players.
During the three years as MIBL president I contributed greatly to the creation of the leagues constitution, spearheaded the repair of the leagues relationship with BNSUD and solidified the lines of communication with BNS. I presented changes on behalf of the MIBL to BNS which have changed the Intermediate provincial format along with a number of other rule changes.
Thank You

The MIBL Executive would like to thank all its teams/players and sponsors that are helping our league become one of the strongest leagues in the province.

I would like to thank each team’s coaches and managers.  The time and effort you give your team on and off the field is what truly keeps this league so prosperous and consistent.
Finally, I owe an enormous thank you to Brent Hobson and Doug Fraser for the countless hours volunteered over the last few years that are responsible for developing the MIBL into the tremendous success it is today.

I look forward to seeing everyone next season.

Dennis Delorey

MIBL, President

