OPTIMIST CLUB OF MIAMI LAKES

  
    COACHES MEET THE PARENTS/PLAYERS 

INTRODUCE MANAGERS AND COACHES: 
WELCOME PARENTS, COACHES AND PLAYERS!  IN AN EFFORT TO HELP MAKE THIS SEASON ENJOYABLE FOR EVERYONE, PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO REVIEW THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES SET FORTH BELOW.

MANAGER EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS:

· Have players present for Practices/Games.  Inform Manager of schedule conflicts.
· Respect for all players on all teams, league officials, managers and coaches. 
· Follow the rules of the league as it relates to fans and spectators.  Parents should read the rules of the league which is available online at: www.miamilakesoptimist.org 
· Good Sportsmanship. Noisemakers are not permitted.  Please refrain from shouting at players on either team! Parents should review the CODE OF CONDUCT!
· Let the manager and coaches “coach” ~ refrain from criticism.
· Remember that this is an intramural recreation baseball program.  Everyone should have a positive experience with the understanding that making mistakes is a part of the process of learning the game.  Not all players have the same skills. Every child plays a

Minimum of ‘Every other inning” on defense, and bats in a continuous batting rotation.

· Please DO CHEER!  For good plays by players of either team!

· Alcoholic Beverages are prohibited at youth league events.

· Please pick up your child immediately after games and practices.

MANAGER EXPECTATIONS OF PLAYERS:

· Show up on time for Practices and Games.

· Respect for teammates, league officials and coaches.  

· Follow the Rules, ask questions and inform the manager of any problems.  

· Good Sportsmanship, Fair Play and Give your best effort!

· Keep your equipment, uniforms and dugout neat and clean. 

WHAT PLAYERS/PARENTS CAN EXPECT OF MANAGERS AND COACHES:

· To create an Atmosphere that is positive, encouraging and supportive to all players.

· To give players the opportunity to learn skills necessary to play the game of baseball.  

· Respect for all players, league officials and coaches

· Show up on time for Practices and Games, Follow the Rules and Teach Fair Play.

· To resolve player issues and discuss with parents when necessary.  

· To Notify Parents and Players of schedule changes as soon as possible.

COACHES POLICIES:

· PLAYERS MUST ARRIVE ONE HOUR PRIOR TO SCHEDULED GAME TIMES.

· PLAYERS WILL BE ASKED TO KEEP THEIR UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT CLEAN/NEAT AND LEAVE THE DUGOUTS CLEAN AFTER EACH OF THEIR GAMES AND PRACTICES.

· IN CASE OF RAIN, EVERY PLAYER MUST SHOW UP UNLESS NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE.  GAMES MAY BE DELAYED OR MOVED TO OTHER FIELDS WHEN AVAILABLE AND/OR NECESSARY TO GET THE GAMES PLAYED. 

· IF WEATHER LOOKS DOUBTFUL CALL THE PARKS & REC INFORMATION LINE 305-822-6878 AROUND 5 PM EACH DAY.  IF PARK IS CLOSED FOR THE NIGHT IT WILL SAY SO ON THE RECORDING ~ OTHERWISE YOU MUST SHOW UP FOR PRACTICES/GAMES AS SCHEDULED.
PRACTICE/GAME SCHEDULES:

· THE SEASON IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 22ND!  PLEASE NOTIFY THE MANAGER IF YOU HAVE ANY SCHEDULE CONFLICTS OR ARE UNABLE TO MAKE A GAME OR PRACTICE.  

· A SCHEDULE AND ROSTER WILL BE PROVIDED AS SOON AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE.

EQUIPMENT:

EACH PLAYER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN EQUIPMENT.  WE WILL HAVE BATTING HELMETS AND PRACTICE BALLS AND BATS.

WATER/GATORADE:

PLAYERS need to keep hydrated.  If someone wishes to volunteer to bring an igloo for ice and water this will be very helpful and appreciated.  Otherwise players are responsible for bringing their own personal water/Gatorade drinks for games and practices.  Remember, the water fountain is too distant to accommodate every team’s players’ during practices/games.

UNIFORMS:

Uniforms are distributed before season begins by the size you ordered or measured for.

SPONSOR:

We need/(have) a TEAM SPONSOR:  SPONSORS LOGO/NAME WILL GO ON SHIRT.  Please join me in thanking ______________(if you already have one) for their sponsorship!
SCOREKEEPER:

Every team needs to have a scorekeeper.  Who would like to PLEASE volunteer to take the score during our games?  Training is available Thursday 2/21/08 Rm34 at 6:30pm.
TEAM SNACKS:

Players will be assigned in rotation to bring snacks to serve after games.  This is usually chips and a drink.  .

MIAMI LAKES DAY AT THE MARLINS! ~ APRIL 2ND VS THE METS!  Please make plans

To attend this family event.  Complete information available opening night!
RULES & REGULATIONS: A FEW IMPORTANT HIGHLIGHTS!

RULES OF PLAY ARE GOVERNED BY MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL, PONY BASEBALL, INC., AND THE OPTIMIST CLUB OF MIAMI LAKES.  THE UMPIRES IN CHARGE OF THE GAME HAVE THE FINAL SAY ON THE FIELD.  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES, IF A MANAGER FEELS THAT A RULE HAS BEEN INCORRECTLY INTERPRETED OR APPLIED BY AN UMPIRE; HE CAN FILE AN OFFICIAL PROTEST.  PLAYERS, PARENTS AND SPECTATORS ARE ASKED NOT TO INVOLVE THEMSELVES WITH THESE ISSUES! PARENTS AND SPECTATORS MUST REMAIN OFF THE FIELD AND BEHIND THE FENCE!

NOISEMAKERS, WHISTLES ETC. ARE NOT PERMITTED.   PLEASE KEEP ALL NOISE TO SHOUTS OF PRAISE/CHEERS FOR GOOD PLAYS BY PLAYERS FROM EITHER TEAM.  ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO DEMONSTRATE GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP!  PARENTS AND SPECTATORS ARE EXPECTED TO REFRAIN FROM NEGATIVE CRITICISM AND ENJOY THE GAME OF BASEBALL FOR WHAT IT IS!

PLAYERS WILL BE REQUIRED TO FOLLOW ALL THE RULES OF THE PROGRAM.  THIS INCLUDES CONDUCT ON THE FIELD AND ON THE BENCH.  ANY PLAYER INVOLVED IN FIGHTING OR FLAGRANT UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT MAY BE REMOVED FROM THE PROGRAM.   

THANK YOU, AND GOOD LUCK!  LET’S HAVE A GREAT SEASON! ( ( (
