Coach’s Code of Conduct

As Coaches we are to provide leadership and be examples of how our athletes should perform on and off the field. Coaches must follow the league code if they choose to continue coaching with Mountain Ridge Little League. All coaches are subject to conduct discipline by the Executive Board of Directors according to the league by-laws. 

Coaches are required to:

· Be a positive influence on your players and parents. Set examples and help our kids grow and learn. Teach them to be able to deal with adversity with winning and losing. Remember that the kids are here because they want to play ball. They are all of different skills, attitudes, and physical attributes. Help them ALL improve their game. That’s what we’re here for.
· Little League baseball is instructional baseball. The league encourages coaches to take time to rent or buy instructional videos to help create a better system of learning for all of the kids and themselves. Take a moment to watch experienced coaches and ask them questions, most are more than willing to talk baseball. Educate yourselves. The game is ever changing.    

· Keep an open door policy with your parents. Help them learn the game as well. Answer their questions and encourage them to get involved with your team. Remind them to be positive examples as well. Explain the rules to them. 

· Treat each child, as they were your own make an attempt to give kids an opportunity to play several positions at least once in a season, you may be surprised at what you will find. They are all individuals learning the team concept. 

· Challenge kids with encouragement and not by yelling at them. Save coaching for the practice field not during the game, the kids have enough on their minds. Practice during the season, no coach can get a team ready to play in four weeks. Coaches need to commit to practices during the season to help a team learn how to play together and develop as a team.

· Provide a safe sporting environment for players by making sure players understand the need to wear proper safety equipment such as a helmet, batting gloves and a cup. Teach the kids to treat the fields and equipment with respect. Make sure they clean out the dugouts of any trash.
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