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The Stouffville Markham Stars Bantam B girls' hockey team have done their best on the ice to score and prevent goals. 

Off the ice, the Stars have taken their game to assisting Canadian Forces troops serving in Afghanistan through the Chosen Soldier Program. 

Volunteer-driven, the program enables groups to informally adopt a Canadian solider serving in Afghanistan by providing moral and material support while he or she is far from home and under war-time conditions. 

In doing their part with the program, the Stars have donated items to a soldier. Among the items to be donated include a team picture, pennant, cards and other essentials such as food and personal items, said Stars head coach Annie Oakes. 

While Oakes is glad to see the team take an active involvement in the program, she was quick to note it wouldn't have been possible were it not for a suggestion made about a month ago by George Guarrasi. 

A parent of one of the Stars' players, Guarrasi's Brampton employer was already involved in the Chosen Soldier Program. 

Club manager Mark Braiter asked the Orangeville team the Stars were playing the day of their collection if they would like to participate. Without hesitation, they agreed and delivered items to the Angus Glen Community Centre in Unionville prior to their game last week. 

Upon collection of the donated items, the containers will eventually be shipped out to Afghanistan. 

Dianne White, Stouffville Markham Girls Hockey Association president, noted this represents the first time a team from their organization has participated in this program. 

Praising their efforts, the Stouffville resident was also touched by the gesture since her daughter and son-in-law are in the military and recently returned from doing a tour in Afghanistan. 

"I think it's terrific. It hits home," she said. 

