Price-less moment in sun for St-Pierre
Canadian Olympic champion holds fort for sick Habs netminder during practice
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Priceless.
That was the clever wordplay goaltender Kim St-Pierre used to describe her experience yesterday when she joined the Habs for their practice at Denis Savard Arena.
Priceless in the sense that she realized a lifelong dream to test her skills against National Hockey League players.
And Price-less in the sense that she was pressed into service because the Canadiens' No. 1 goaltender, Carey Price, missed a second consecutive day of practice with the flu. St-Pierre, whose résumé includes two Olympic gold medals and five world championship golds with Canada's women's team, said she was surprised to receive a call from Canadiens conditioning coach Scott Livingston.
"I do some off-ice training with Scott and I know (goaltending coach Rollie Melanson) because we did some training camps together in the summer," St-Pierre said.
"I was getting dressed to go practice with my team (Montreal Stars of the Canadian Women's Hockey League), but I said: 'Sorry girls, I think I want to try something different today.' "
"She was great," head coach Guy Carbonneau said. "We had one goaltender yesterday, but I know from my days as a player, that it's better to have two goalies and it's even more important as a coach.
"We have some guys around here who could have put the pads on, but they were scared," Carbonneau said.
That wasn't the case with St-Pierre.
"I wasn't scared. I was so into it, so excited, because we don't get to practice with the Montreal Canadiens every day."
"I was dreaming of one day playing in the NHL," said
St-Pierre. "It's not something that's possible anymore, but getting to practise with them is something I'll cherish forever."
"They were going hard,"
St-Pierre said. "They were some times they weren't going as hard as they should have, but I appreciate the fact they respected me. I know a lot of goals went in, but it didn't matter. Every time, I tried to stop the puck and it was good practice for me."
There were at least two shots that would have struck fear in any goaltender. Alex Kovalev ripped a one-timer in what was the hockey equivalent of a brushback pitch in baseball. And Francis Bouillon apologized for a high shot that struck the crossbar.
"It was bad ice," Bouillon said with a grin.
Price has been battling flu-like symptoms and Carbonneau said he was unlikely to start when the Canadiens return to action tomorrow night against the Anaheim Ducks (7 p.m., CBC, RDS, CJAD Radio-800).
"We think he'll be okay to be the backup, but it looks like we'll start (Jaroslav Halak)," Carbonneau said.
St-Pierre played one year of men's hockey at McGill, and a decade in the international women's game, but said none of it compared to her experience yesterday.
"(Mike) Komisarek asked me if it was close to women's hockey and I said not at all," St-Pierre said. "It's completely different. They're so powerful, they have quick releases. They see the game so well."
When asked whether she collected any bruises, St-Pierre gave a plug for her Sher-Wood equipment, saying it held up well.
She said the experience was a good practice for her next international foray, the Four Nations tournament, Nov. 2-9 in Lake Placid, N.Y.
St-Pierre might get a chance to relive the experience. Carbonneau was so impressed that he said St-Pierre would be welcome if the Canadiens find themselves shorthanded in the future.
But just in case, she made the most of her experience yesterday. As the practice wound down, she stayed on the ice to take a few last shots from Guillaume Latendresse. And she was the last player to leave the ice, saying: "I wanted to make it last as long as possible."
 

 

