Roy and Ross Speece Umpire of the Year award

This is an annual award of the Nebraska Baseball Association, in memory of Roy and Ross Speece, brothers and umpires inducted into the Nebraska Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame. The award is given to the umpire that exhibits the highest level of umpiring standards according to the code of ethics. 

Eligible umpires must be a Nebraska resident, have at least High School and/or Legion umpiring certification, currently be an umpire, and has been an umpire for at least the last five years.  
A person who is nominated for the Roy and Ross Speece Umpire of the Year should exhibit the following: 

The Umpire’s Code of Ethics

* Honor all games that they have agreed to umpire.

* Be prepared both physically and mentally to call the game.

* Strive to improve knowledge and abilities.

* Dress in a manner befitting the dignity and importance of the game.

* Shape character and conduct so as to be a worthy example to the athletes

   who play under their jurisdiction.

* Be fair and unbiased in decisions, rendering them without regard to the score.

* Cooperate and be professional with fellow umpires.

* Be firm but not overbearing; courteous but not ingratiating; positive but never rude;

   dignified but never arrogant; friendly but not companionable; calm but always alert.

* Always puts the safety and welfare of the players above all else on the field.
 When nominating someone for the Roy and Ross Speece Umpire of the Year award, you need to send an article in 500 words or less, describing the person, and how they have honored the Umpire's Code of Ethics. The 2009 recipient of the Roy and Ross Speece Umpire of the Year will be recognized at one of the amateur state championship games on August 16, 2009 and will receive a plaque. The recipient will be recognized at either: Memorial Stadium in Kearney (Class A state championship game) or Eaton Field in Wakefield (Class B state championship game), whichever city is closer to the recipient. The state championship games begin at 2pm. The award will be presented just prior to the game.
All nominations must be received no later than August 1st, 2009. Send all nominations via email to b64r@neb.rr.com. Be sure to include your name, phone number, where the nominee umpires, names of teams the nominee umpires, and your relationship to the nominee. This information will not count toward the 500 word article. More than one person can send in a nomination for an umpire. 
