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GAME ANALYSIS

Vs. Meade 09-10-09

Good win for us against a decent County team.  But…………………we have a long way to go and the path to get there is through hard work and concentration in practice.  If you practice with the intensity that you play your games with you could be in the top third tier of the County.  Right now I suspect we’re in the middle somewhere.  Where do you want to be?

OFFENSE:

1. MVP: Michael Knopp

2. Great early goal for us!  Thank you Alex.  

3. Michael Knopp created all kinds of problems for them up top and you used him well.

4. Intentional or not we played very smart: they were controlling the middle third (which I look at as one of our  strengths) so we started by passing the midfield and playing the ball over the top to the corners for Mike to run onto.  That kept them on their heels all night.

5. Need to work on getting wider earlier.

6. Possession was “okay” but you know it needs to get a lot better.  The best way to accomplish this is to work hard on improving our skills with hard work in practice: improve the ability to pass and trap the ball.  It’s that simple: it’s not rocket science.
7. Make sure that when the ball is on the flanks we make those near and far post runs.

8. We must execute our restarts better: 3 players on the ball every free kick!  And every free kick MUST result in a shot on goal.

9. You’re going to get your shirt tugged; you’re going to get kicked, pushed and shoved.  Learn to deal with it!  Don’t retaliate: you’ll get called for the foul.  Instead, fall if necessary.  But most importantly: learn to deal with it.  If your opponent knows it’s bothering you they’ll continue.  If they perceive that it doesn’t bother you it will bother them instead and will work to your advantage or they’ll just stop.

10.When supporting a teammate in possession of the ball in the central part of the field don’t run straight ahead: instead, curl your run towards a touchline: this (a) reduces the risk of offsides; (b) forces the defense to commit to challenging the ball and leaving you open for a pass or running with you and thus creating a space for your teammate to dribble into and (c) creates a much larger space to play the ball into.

DEFENSE:

1. MVP: Logan Kostick

2. Good intensity: everyone worked hard and covered for each other.

3. Biggest problem was not keeping pressure on the ball in the middle third.  We gave them way too much time and space.  Wingers and defensive midfielders must get back quicker.
4. Don’t ball watch: when you’re the primary defender (the one pressuring the player in possession) and your opponent makes a pass DON’T WATCH THE BALL.  Instead, watch your opponent that just passed and if he tries to run past you to get a return pass, turn and step into his path to obstruct his forward progress.

5. When we loose possession we must drop back quicker, pick up our marks and run with them wherever they go (unless you can switch marks with a teammate).  Generally speaking, at this level, there isn’t a whole lot of lateral movement of players.  Every time we loose possession you will probably be able to find the same player in the same area of the field.  Learn his number and look for him.

6. We must execute restarts better: the walls take too long.  And the job of the wall is to protect the near post (the goalkeeper is protecting the far post).  What happened on that indirect free kick?  It went into the near post.  That should never happen.
7. Good patience: we didn’t make a lot of careless and reckless challenges.  
8. When chasing the player with the ball get around them goalside and then challenge: don’t be swipping and hacking at the ball and the player from behind.

Overall, pretty good performance.  You already need only one more win to total last year’s win total and you have almost half as many goals as all of last year.  Meade will be looking for revenge the next time we play them.  We better be ready.  And with every win it reduces our chances of sneaking up and surprising any of the other County teams.  There are only 20 practices left to improve and down to 11 games not counting playoffs.  You don’t have time to waste a single minute.    

