NORTH TEXAS USSSA RULES

A player's eligibility is based on his playing status from the previous season. A player's status is based upon whether his/her team in the previous season have either won a qualifying tournament and had his/her team's roster 'frozen' during the season or participated in the State Tournament, thus classifying that player for the current year in their particular playing classification.

In addition, if a player fails to play on a team that either won an NIT, won a qualifying tournament and had his/her team’s roster frozen during the season or play in the State Tournament, his/her classification will default to the highest classification he/she played during the previous year.  Example:  Joe Smith plays for a D team the previous year that didn’t meet one of the requirements above.  However, Joe had played with a C team one weekend and was listed on his roster.  Since Joe did not meet one of the previous requirements, Joe will be considered a C player for the current year. 

Here are the guidelines for the various Men’s & Women’s programs in North Texas:
Men’s B
Four (4) home runs per gender, and 1-up rule.

Allows Men's B/C/D players.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class. 
Men’s B - will be allowed 3 Men’s A players whose previous year end class is Men’s A. 

Men’s C

Two (2) home runs per gender, and 1-up rule.

Allows Men's C/D/E players.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class. 

Men’s C - will be allowed 3 Men’s B players whose previous year end class is Men’s B.  In addition a Men’s C team may have 1 Men’s A player that will count towards the 3 total bumps.
Men’s D

All home runs are Inning Ending outs. No offensive ejection.

Allows Men's D/E players.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class. 

Men’s D - will be allowed 3 Men’s C players whose previous year end class is Men’s C. 

Men’s E

All home runs are Inning Ending Outs & an Offensive Ejection.

Allows Men's E players only.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class.

Men’s E - will be allowed 1 Men’s D players whose previous year end class is Men’s D. 
Women’s B
Unlimited Homeruns.

Allows Women's B/C/D/E players only.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class.

Women’s C
3 Homeruns.

Allows Women's C/D/E players only.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class.

Women’s C - will be allowed 3 Women’s B players whose previous year end class is Women’s B. 

Women’s D
All home runs are Outs

Allows Women's D/E players only.

Player eligibility will be determined by their previous year end class.

Women’s D - will be allowed 3 Women’s C players whose previous year end class is Women’s C. 

Combining Classes of Tournaments 
If a tournament is advertising as a “combined” D/E tournament, the tournament will be played using the upper class rules. If a “lower classed” team enters the tournament, they do so knowing the rules and will receive double-points based on their finish in the tournament.

If two tournaments, for example, advertised as a Men’s “D” and a Men’s “E” are combined by the tournament director, then the tournament will be played using the ‘equalizer’ rule. The tournament will use the “upper class” home run rule and the “upper class” teams will spot the “lower class” teams a total of three runs per class at the beginning of the game. In the event of a women’s tournament combining three women’s classes, for example, a Women’s “B” team will spot a Women’s “D” team a total of six runs to begin the game.

Team Rosters
All teams must have their rosters entered online for any NIT tournament and, beginning with the tourneys scheduled for May 1, any local tournaments in the North Texas USSSA area. Each tournament participant must have a photo-ID in his possession at all times during a tournament and must be able to produce this ID if requested by the Tournament Director. Failure to do so will result in this player and his team being suspended from the tournament and could face additional penalties. 

If a team’s online roster does not show a player’s prior ‘softball’ history because of his being listed by the name on the player’s driver’s license, it is the coach’s responsibility to provide a list of any and all names used by that particular player or any and all dates of birth used by that particular player. If a player is using an illegal spelling of his name or an illegal birth date; BOTH the player and the coach will be suspended for a period of 30-days (first offense) from the time of the discovered infraction. If there is a second offense, both the player and the coach will be suspended for a period of one year. If you, as a player, or you, as a coach, have any questions, it is your responsibility to contact the State Director in writing to assist in the determination of your prior history.

Hot Checks/No Shows
A team that gives a tournament director a “hot check” for his tournament entry fee payment or “no shows” a tournament after being placed in the bracket will be placed on the North Texas USSSA Hot Check/No Show List and will be suspended from any future participation in any USSSA-sanctioned events. This will include all the players listed on the team’s roster, both paper and the online roster. Until the debt has been paid to the satisfaction of the tournament director, the team and all of its players will stay on the suspended list until the State Director has been notified.

Most of the area parks have their own specific date and time as to when a team can legally be removed from a tournament without penalty. It is the coach’s responsibility to make sure that this deadline is met. Otherwise, your team is liable for the entry fees so designated for that particular tournament.

Tournament Run Rules
For all “local” tournaments (including the State tournaments), the run rules in effect will be the following:

20 runs after two innings
15 runs after three innings
12 runs after four innings
10 runs after five innings or thereafter

Altered Bat Announcement
To address the concern of altered or just excessively used softball bats, USSSA is asking that players no longer use any bat that shows any visible sign of wear on the barrel, knob, cap or plug. USSSA umpires and tournament directors are authorized at their discretion to remove from play any bat which shows wear such as worn off or cracked graphics or damaged barrels, handles, tapers, plugs, caps or knobs. Umpires or directors, at their discretion, may either remove the offending bat from the game or tournament and return it at the end of play. If such a bat is brought back into USSSA play, the owner and user of such a bat may be suspended from USSSA play for up to a year.

Included in the USSSA view of what is an altered or doctored bat are any bats that are subjected to pressure in any manner that exceeds that of striking the bat against an approved ball traveling at game-like speeds. Such excess pressure would include, but is not limited to, any compression, rolling, placing in a vise, hitting a stationary object such as a pole, etc.

“One Up” Rule
The following rule ONLY APPLIES to the following programs in North Texas USSSA: Men’s B Men’s C

This rule DOES NOT APPLY during National Invitational (NIT), National or World Tournaments.

The “one up” rule is in effect during the following circumstances:
Once both teams have reached their respective home run limits, either team may hit an additional home run. However, no team may ever go more than one home run “up” on the other team. Any additional home run above the “one up” limit will be scored as an out.

The home team can win a game in the bottom of the seventh (or last) inning of a game by hitting a home run to go “one up” for the game.

For example, both Men’s “C” teams have hit their respective two (2) home runs by the bottom of the fourth inning. In the fifth inning, the time clock has expired. The visiting team is now allowed to hit another home run, and does so. In the bottom of the fifth inning, the home team can now hit two (2) home runs, which is allowed, because the home team is no more than one (1) home run “up” on the visiting team. If one team does not hit their allotted number of home runs, then the “one up” rule will not be used.
Fighting Policy

Effective immediately, for USSSA-sanctioned tournament play ONLY, anyone caught throwing the first punch in an altercation, will be suspended for a period of no less than 180 days from the date of the incident. In addition, anyone who retaliates by fighting will also be suspended for a period of 90 days, also from the date of the incident. The coach(es) of the team(s), if not involved in the fight, will also receive a 90-day suspension from the date of the incident. Any and all non-fighting players on both teams involved will be placed on probation, to last the remainder of the 2009 season. The USSSA Code of Ethics states that “each player is responsible for the actions of his or her teammates.”

For a second occurrence, all players involved will be suspended for a period of one year, from the date of the occurrence. In addition, both coaches, if not involved in the fight, will also receive a one-year suspension, also from the date of the incident. In addition to a player’s teammates being responsible, it is also a coach's responsibility to control his or her players. If a coach can't control his/her players, then perhaps that coach or those players don't need to be playing USSSA softball.

In addition to the one-year suspension, if the situation warrants, additional penalties may be sought from the USSSA National Disbarment Committee on an annual basis at the USSSA National Convention, held each November.

For those people who say that fighting is "a part of softball" then you're wrong. There is NO PLACE for fighting in softball or any other recreational sport. I'm sure that this will not be a popular decision with some, but the state of today's softball game has made this a necessity.

In addition, it will be left up to the tournament directors and umpires to step in and stop the “smack talking” when it starts and not wait until it escalates to the point of fighting. At the first incident of “smack talking” in a game, the umpire(s) will IMMEDIATELY warn both teams that ANY further instance will result in a player(s) ejection from the game. The first ejection will be for that particular game ONLY. Any additional ejections by a particular player will increase the penalties involved.

Protecting The Pitcher Rule

A line drive will be defined as any ball that either hits the pitcher, is caught by the pitcher in a defenseless mode or glances off the pitchers glove or clothing in a defenseless mode. Any ball that strikes the ground first will not be included in this rule interpretation.

Pitching Position
The USSSA pitching rule allows the pitcher to position him or her self anywhere within or outside of the pitching area provided that one foot is in contact with the pitcher’s plate or pitching area. Therefore for the purposes of interpretation of this rule, the Pitching Area will be the area that the pitcher establishes at the time of release. (Example: If the Pitcher releases the pitch with his/her body extended to the right of the defined Pitching Area, the Pitching Area is now to the right of the defined Pitching Area). Any ball hit outside of the newly established Pitching Area will be deemed legal.


                                                        X                   X


Penalties


· 1st Occurrence (each team) - Dead ball.  Batter is out.
· 2nd Occurrence (each team) - Dead ball.  Batter is out and ejected from the game.
· 3rd Occurrence (each team) - Dead ball.  Forfeiture of game.

Exceptions

If a line drive is caught by the pitcher, the pitcher still has the opportunity to double off any base runner(s).  The play will continue until a normal time out is called by the umpire and then the penalty will be enforced.
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