  2007/2008 Preview
Steve Kovalenko will be heading into his 34th season with “YCK” this upcoming season. Kovalenko has had many ups and downs during his tenure with the club. The Ukrainians have been promoted to the 2nd division after a brilliant display in the Metro D1 division last year. This upcoming season the Ukrainians will have a first team and a reserve team, which is required in order to play in the Cosmopolitan League’s 1st and 2nd divisions. “With many of our starters returning from last year and a couple of new recruits over the summer, this team is by far the best I’ve had in years” exclaimed Kovalenko. With a mixture of mature and younger players Kovalenko will have a well-balanced squad. “I think a division 2 title will be within our grasps by the end of the season. I shall also be looking for one more hurdle in sight which is to add a State Cup Championship to our trophy room.” 

The following is a position breakdown of the 2007/2008 squad.
FORWARDS


What was the biggest concern last year may be the team’s biggest strength this year. Last term the Ukrainians kept changing their striker line. With top scorer Adam Maliniak establishing himself as one of the top strikers in the league, he didn’t have a consistent partner to play off of all year. But that has changed as Kovalenko has recruited former professional Slaventej Martinyuk to be Maliniak’s main partner up top. “Martinyuk has been training hard over the summer and has played really well during our training sessions, which is why I expect him to take some of the scoring load off Adam” said Kovalenko. Marcin Gutowski and Daniel Aragon shall be the primary back-ups playing for the reserve and the first team. Maliniak and Martinyuk’s partnership could be a major factor to the Ukrainians success as this can become the best one-two tandem in the 2nd division. 
MIDFIELD


Kovalenko’s best asset last year shall be just as strong this year. Led in the center by playmaker Bartek Kamionka the team shouldn’t be worried about anything as the midfield have been working hard during the summer to improve the defensive holes in the middle which hurt them last year. Supporting Kamionka in the center will be Marcin Trzaska. The attacking midfielder has a dangerous left foot and shall hurt team’s that give him time and space to shoot. The wide positions shall be in the hands of Piotr Brezezinski, Marcin Baran, and Marcin Jaworek. Brezezinski has proven to be a vital player with him being able to play every position. He played every single position last year including goalie. Baran has excellent technique and impressive aerial ability which shall be vital to the team. Jaworek is a workhorse at midfield and is primary known for his “aggressive” style of play. Sergei Khaladzinski, Andrei Gvozdikosky,  Matseuz Tancula, and brother Marcin Tancula will each split time with the reserve and first team.
DEFENDERS


With the departure of Piotr Kurzina to Poland it has left the Ukrainians defense in question. Kurzina was the best player in the air last season and he will surely be missed. Although his departure leaves a hole in the middle of defense Kovalenko has recruited a top young player and former teammate of Adam Maliniak who went to play in the prestigious Viareggio Youth Tournament, Mamadou Talla. Talla will fill in Kurzina’s stopper position and has exceptional technique and heading ability which will help the Ukrainians in the long run. Leading the defense will be Marcin Marek. Marek organizes the defense extremely well and is a leader on and off the pitch. The other defensive positions shall be at the hands of Piotr Trzaska, Jaroslaw Maliniak, Nick Kacaj and Alex Bioz. Trzaska is a no-nonsense defender who will tackle any player who tries something tricky. J. Maliniak shall play fullback as well as midfield and forward. Maliniak is a fast player and takes advantage of it when overlapping and attacking. Kacaj is a long time member of the team. Kacaj plays with determination and plays very simple which is why he never makes mistakes. Bioz is a top notch defender who Kovalenko recruited mid-season last year. Bioz is an excellent presence in the back because of his height. He has excellent technique and is dangerous when coming forward. 
GOALKEEPERS


A position which is in question for the upcoming season. Heading the list will be last year’s back-up Robert Miazga who will start the season as Kovalenko’s number 1. Miazga’s back-up shall be veteran Peter Cikhart. “Miazga impressed me during pre-season which is why I chose him as our number 1” expressed Kovalenko. “With Leszek Stankiewicz leaving us for Pancyprian Freedom at the last minute gave me no choice but to put Miazga to fill in. Miazga has been working hard during the summer and theirs no question in my mind that he can do the job.” 
SCHEDULE


The Ukrainians shall play in the 2nd division of the Cosmopolitan League. The top teams in the 2nd division are Manhattan Celtic, Frosinone Met Oval, Koha SC, and regulated 1st division teams Manhattan Kickers and NY Fury. The Ukrainians shall be ringing bells this year as Kovalenko is demanding the team to finish in the top 2 spots and be promoted to the 1st division.   
