Parental Do’s and Don’ts

1. DO get your son to practice on time or arrange transportation. 

2. When practice is over, take him home. The coach can’t leave any player at the field after practice, so that parent that shows up 15 minutes late is not to be tolerated. 

3. DO get involved.   Come to each game, volunteer your time to assist the summer program…

4. DO encourage your son to do his home training. This is just like homework and the parent needs to get involved and cherish the experience. 

5. DON’T pressure your son to succeed in the games. This experience is about the journey not the destination. It is probably not a good idea to go over his every mistake in last night’s game over breakfast. 

6. DO cheer for the team. 

7. DON’T cheer against the opposition. In fact, if they make a good play applaud. 

8. DON’T yell at the umpires. That is insulting to the coach and indicates that you think he won’t look out for the best interest of the team. Yelling, “Come on Blue” will not result in more favorable calls. 

9. DON’T coach from the stands. 

10. DON’T come to me with your ideas about the lineup or playing time. This is probably the most important DON’T. It allows the coach to tell the parent/agent when he comes up to inform the coach that he thinks his son should be the shortstop, “What part of we are not going to have this conversation did you not understand?” Parents have no say so in how the team is run. Plus, the players are on the team, not the parents. If a player has something to say about his situation, he should talk with the coach. He must learn to confront his boss. That is one of those lessons in life we talk about learning from baseball. My philosophy is that if they aren’t man enough to come to me and discuss a problem, then I will not think there is a  problem… with baseball. 

11. DO your part in the field maintenance program, concession stand duty, etc. 

12. HAVE FUN!!! Enjoy this precious time in your son’s life

