ONTARIO SENIOR BASEBALL ASSOCIATION

2009 Playing Rules


1. Disclaimer: The Official Rules of Baseball and OBA Rules shall apply except as otherwise provided in these rules.

2. Minimum # of players: A team must field a minimum of 8 players to play a game

3. Length of games: All games shall be scheduled for 7 innings. No new inning shall start after 2 hours.  An inning must be completed if the home team is losing.  The umpire shall announce the start time of the first pitch to the official score keeper and he shall use his watch to determine the time for the last inning.  The umpires shall not allow delaying tactics and the umpire’s decision is final. 

As a guideline, there should not be more than 30 minutes between scheduled double-header games.

4. Complete game: A complete game is 3 1/2 innings providing the home team is leading at that time. Otherwise 4 complete innings shall constitute a complete game

5. Mercy Rule: A mercy rule of 10 runs after 5 innings will be in effect. If Home team is leading by 10 runs after 4.5 innings, the game will be stopped or if the Visiting team is leading by 10 runs after 5 innings, the game will be stopped. This rule will only apply to Regular season games.

6. Ties: Regular games can end in a tie.  However, extra innings can be played if within the prescribed time limit in Rule 3.

7. Line-up cards: Each team will be required to complete a line-up card prior to each game. A copy will be given to the opposing team. Teams’ will be permitted to add players who arrive late for the game.

8. Batting line-ups and substitutions: Teams may only use substitutes if they have 11 or more players in their batting order. If a team has a player show up late and only has 10 (or less) players in the batting order, then they must add him to the bottom of the order or he does not play in the game currently in progress.

Once a player is removed from the line-up, he is out of the game permanently. If a substitute player is present at the beginning of the game he must be listed on the line-up card as a substitute. If a player shows up late, he must inform the other team that he is to be listed as a substitute or added to the bottom of the batting order immediately upon arrival. 

Ex: Team has 11 players in batting order and one or two players on bench or show up late. You may put a player from bench in to pinch hit for a player in the line-up. This removes player from the line-up permanently for the game and new player takes his spot in the batting order for remainder of game.

If a team is using the required 11 batters and has subs on the bench, then if a player in the batting line-up is injured during the game and removed from the line-up, he must be replaced in the batting order and his spot in the order cannot be skipped to the next spot in the order.
 

For any player to be credited with a "game played" he must make an official Plate Appearance or face a minimum of 5 batters as a pitcher or record at least one out.
 

Minimum of 1/3 league games played (rounded up), qualifies a player for his respective team's play-off roster.

Exceptions can be made to this rule. Teams must request the President to ask for a vote from all coaches in OSBA excluding the coach making the request.

9. Designated Hitter (DH): The Rule provides as follows: A hitter may be designated to bat for the starting pitcher and all subsequent pitchers in any game without otherwise affecting the status of the pitcher(s) in the game. A Designated Hitter may only be used if a team is using a 11 man batting order. A Designated Hitter for the pitcher must be selected prior to the game and must be included in the line-up cards presented to the Home Plate Umpire. The designated hitter named in the starting line-up must come to bat at least one time, unless the opposing club changes pitchers. It is not mandatory that a club designate a hitter for the pitcher, but failure to do so prior to the game precludes the use of a Designated Hitter for that game. Pinch hitters for a Designated Hitter may be used. 1. Any substitute hitter for a Designated Hitter becomes the Designated Hitter. A replaced Designated Hitter shall not re enter the game in any capacity. 2. The Designated Hitter may be used defensively, continuing to bat in the same position in the batting order, but the pitcher must then bat in the place of the substituted defensive player, 3. Unless more than one substitution is made, and the manager then must designate their spots in the batting order. 4. A runner may be substituted for the Designated Hitter and the runner assumes the role of Designated Hitter. A Designated Hitter may not pinch run. A Designated Hitter is "locked" into the batting order. No multiple substitutions may be made that will alter the batting rotation of the Designated Hitter. Once the game pitcher is switched from the mound to a defensive position this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. 5. Once a pinch hitter bats for any player in the batting order and then enters the game to pitch, this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. Once the game pitcher bats for the Designated Hitter this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. (The game pitcher may only pinch hit for the Designated Hitter). Once a Designated Hitter assumes a defensive position this move shall terminate the Designated Hitter role for the remainder of the game. A substitute for the Designated Hitter need not be announced until it is the Designated Hitter's turn to bat.
10. Contact Rule: The OBA contact rule shall apply.   Specifically:

Runners are instructed to slide or attempt to avoid making contact with a fielder. A player who maliciously runs into another player is to be declared out (unless he/she has scored prior to committing the infraction) and is to be automatically ejected (whether or not declared out). 

Contact shall be considered malicious if:

a) The contact is the result of intentional excessive force, and/or

b) There is intent to injure.

Malicious contact is to be penalized whether committed by an offensive or defensive player.

The umpire shall determine whether contact was avoidable or unavoidable - whether the runner was trying to reach the base/plate or attempting to dislodge the ball from the fielder. If the runner a) could have avoided the 

Fielder and reached the base or b) attempted to dislodge the ball, the runner is out even if the fielder loses possession of the ball. The ball is dead and all other runners shall return to the last base legally occupied by them at the time of the contact. If the fielder blocks the base path, the runner may make contact, slide into or collide with the fielder as long as the runner is making a legitimate attempt to reach the base/plate. If the collision is flagrant, the runner is called out and ejected. The ball is declared dead. If the defensive player blocked the base path clearly without possession of the ball, obstruction shall be called. The runner is safe and a delayed dead ball is called. If the runner collides flagrantly, he/she shall be declared safe due to obstruction but shall be ejected. The ball is dead.
11. Ejections: If a player or coach is ejected from a regular season game, All-Star game or a playoff game an automatic one game suspension shall be enforced for the next league or play-off game. All ejections to be reviewed by a Disciplinary Committee. A player or coach may be subject to an additional suspension pending the hearing by the Disciplinary Committee.

12. Umpires: The home team shall be responsible for ensuring two (2) properly carded umpires are scheduled for each game.  

Absolutely no harassment of umpires or the other team's players or coaches will be tolerated. It is the plate umpire's sole discretion as to what constitutes harassment (e.g. chanting from the dugout, done under the guise of support for team-mates, but actually done to distract an opposing player, etc.)  The umpire reserves the right to eject from the game any player, coach or spectator who uses abusive language or generally refuses to conduct himself in a sportsmanlike manner.

13. Rainouts/Postponement: In the event of rainouts, the two teams involved are free to make alternative arrangements regarding rescheduling as long as this does not conflict with the respective league commitments.  It is recognized that this may be difficult to achieve given the limited amount of diamond space available in each association.  If possible, the league may add a week or so to the regular season for make up games.  Please note, however, that time constraints may make this impossible. Once a game is rescheduled, teams must advise convenor. 

Visiting teams shall be advised of postponements due to inclement weather at least two (2) hours prior to the scheduled game time, wherever possible. In case of doubt, visiting teams shall keep in touch via designated telephone numbers, which shall be specified and manned by the home team. Each home team will provide the phone numbers of two

contact people, who may be reached in the event the game is in question. If the visiting team arrives prepared to play and the game cannot be played, for any reason other than weather, this shall be classified as forfeiture by the home team (forfeitures are covered in section IX).


14. Pre-game warm-ups: The home club’s batting practice and pre-game warm-up must be completed fifteen minutes (15) minutes prior to the scheduled game time; while the visiting club’s fielding practice will be for the next ten (10) minutes. Which will allow five (5) minutes for consultation between the umpires and representatives of both teams. The home club shall notify the teams of termination of their allotted time for various practices. It shall be the duty of the manager of the team at practice to order his team to vacate the diamond immediately. When a club is late for its allotted practice time, they shall forfeit their practice rights.

15. Bats: OSBA is a Wood bat league. The use of both wood composite and wood/metal composite bats is permitted in OSBA for the 2009 season. 
16. Jewellery: OSBA has no Jewellery rule!

PAGE  
1
OSBA     Page 1
01/04/2009

