Huntsville East Babe Ruth League

Field Maintenance

All teams are equally responsible for field maintenance.  Each team should have parents tasked for “grounds crew” duties.  Players should also share the responsibility of field maintenance.  Teams that fail to perform field maintenance will forfeit their practice times and will need to find another field to hold practices.  Failure to perform field maintenance between and after game will result in cancellation of scheduled games for the season.
During Practice:

· Do not let players warm up on the foul lines.  Have players warm up in the out field in different areas from practice to practice.

· If throwing batting practice from the grass lane between the Mound and Home Plate, an on-deck mat must be used under the pitcher.
· No balls are to be hit into any fence. 

· Report any field and practice equipment issues.

· If any turf comes loose from the field, immediately replace, water and stay off of that area.

After each practice:
· Drag from Third to Second to First and back with the mower and large drag.

· Drag the base paths from Home Plate to First and Home Plate and Third, pulling by hand, the small 3’ X 4’ drag.

· Rake the area around Home Plate and the Mound.

· Water dirt area after dragging or before practicing as necessary.

· Fill in any holes in the batter’s boxes and on the mound.
· Add water, as necessary, and tamp filled in holes (Team with the last practice for the night).
· Pick up and throw away any trash and water bottles on the field and in the dugouts.

· Report any field issues that may arise.

· Team with the last practice is to lock all field gates before leaving.

After Games

· Drag from Third to Second to First and back with the mower and large drag.

· Drag the base paths from Home Plate to First and Home Plate and Third, pulling by hand, the small 3’ X 4’ drag.

· Rake the area around Home Plate and the Mound.

· Water dirt area after dragging or before practicing as necessary.

· Fill in any holes in the batter’s boxes and on the mound.

· Add water, as necessary, and tamp filled in holes (Team with the last game for the night).

· Pick up and throw away any trash and water bottles on the field and in the dugouts.

· Report any field issues that may arise.

· Team with the last game is to lock all field gates before leaving.

· Turn off lights.

If after rain the field has wet areas, no more than one bag of field dry is to be used to prepare the field before a game.  A whole bag of field dry is not to be used in just one area such as the batter’s box.  If more is needed, then the field is too wet to play and the game will need to be rescheduled.  Field dry is not to be used to prepare the field for practices.

